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PROTECTED  PRICES. 

Agents  or  manufacturers  of  proprietary  articles  the  prices  of 
■which  are  protected  in  any  manner,  and  generally  or  locally,  are 
requested  to  inform  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 


COLONIAL  TRADE. 

The  Colonial  connection  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is 
unique.  Our  Colonial  post-bag  is  the  heaviest  that  goes  out  of 
London  weekly.  For  more  than  forty  years  we  have  been  culti- 
vating the  Colonies,  with  the  result  tbat  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  is  as  well  known  in  Colonial  towns  as  it  is  in  London, 
Liverpool,  Manchester,  or  any  other  town  or  city  at  home.  We 
do  not  rest  on  past  achievements.  British  Colonies  are  growing 
all  the  time,  and  the  circulation  of  the  C.  &  D.  must  grow 
with  that  growth.  Hence,  with  the  object  of  bringing  all 
Colonial  buyers  into  touch  with  our  advertisers,  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  April  25,  1903,  will  be  specially  circulated  in  the 
■Colonies. 

The  Colonial  Issue  of  that  date,  in  addition  to  subscribers 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  and  abroad,  will  go  to  buyers  of 
chemicals,  drugs  and  their  preparations,  perfumery  and  toilet- 
preparations,  aerated-water  supplies,  etc  ,  in  South  African  Colonies, 
the  East  Indies,  China,  Japan,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Empire.  Our  Publisher  can  tell  all  about  it,  and  it  is 
to  him,  at  42  Cannon  Street,  E.G.,  that  advertisers  should  write 
for  the  space  they  require.  We  believe  we  may  say,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  the  only 
journal  of  pharmacy  in  the  world  that  has  reached  the  distinction 
of  having  Colonial  offices.  These  are  situated  in  three  capitals  of 
Australia,  and  conserve  our  Colonial  interests.  The  inference  is 
obvious:  to  get  into  touch  with  Colonial  buyers  of  goods  which  this 
joirnal  represents  advertise  in  the  Colonial  Issue  of  April  25. 


Summary 


The  King  has  passed  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  (p.  475). 
A  Solution  of  Salts  is  offered  for  analysis  this  week  (p.  460). 
Mr.  E.  T.  Brewis's  weight-burette  is  figured  and  described  on 
p.  472. 

Some  hints  as  to  trade  in  horticultural  chemicals  will  be  found 
on  p.  475. 

A  Photografh  of  the  Itoi/al  George  soda-water  bottle  is  repro- 
duced on  p.  483. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  shows  that  camphorated  oil  does  not  deteriorate 
on  keeping  (p.  461). 

The  constitution  of  cotarnine  has  been  settlel  by  the  new 
spectrum  method  (p.  463). 

The  standardisation  of  analytical' msthods  is  still  a  thorny 
subject  to  chemists  (p.  493). 

The  New  Research-list  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference is  printed  on  p.  494. 

Mr.  Claridge  Druce  has  completed  a  memoir  of  George  Don, 
the  Forfarshire  botanist  (p.  464). 

Cod-liver  Oil  at  twenty  guineas  a  barrel  has  moved  artist  and 
poet  to  express  their  feelings  on  p.  472. 

Two  rather  serious  explosions  are  reported.  In  one  a  cycle- 
dealer  and  his  son  were  blinded  (p.  461). 

"  Xrayser  "  makes  some  cogent  observations  on  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  473;. 

English  Drug-contracts  which  have  been  settled  are  men- 
tioned 011  p.  461,  and  Irish  contracts  on  p.  463. 

LjE vo-Camphene  has  been  definitely  settled  by  the  Londjn 
Essence  Company  to  be  a  constituent  of  oil  of  lemon  (p.  476). 

The  Napoleonic  pose  of  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  regards  poisons  is  hit  off  by  Mr.  Reynolds  on  p.  477. 

Oil  of  Hops  was  the  most  interesting  subject  at  the  Chemical 
Society  this  week.  Mr.  Chapman  has  determined  what  is  in  it 
(p.  468). 

The  Creolin  Revenue  Cases  have  been  settled  by  the 
company  paying  a  penalty  on  behalf  of  all  the  chemists  impli- 
cated (p.  462). 

"Ingram's  No.  1,474"  and  "London"  enemas  are  the  subject 
of  an  important  legal  decision  in  the  Victoria  Supreme  Court, 
which  we  report  on  p.  479. 

Interesting  and  practical  papers  on  balsam  of  copaiba,  British 
Pharmacopoeia  drugs  and  preparations,  and  tincture  of  gentian  are 
reported  from  Birmingham  (p.  491). 

The  early-closing  movement  is  progressing  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  having  been  distinctly  pushed  along 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  (pp.  473  and  4831. 

A  variety  of  reasons  are  given  by  the  official  oculists  of  the 
London  School  Board  as  to  why  the  school-children  with  defective 
sight  do  not  procure  spectacles  (p.  476). 

The  Western  Chemists  discussed  the  Poisons  Committee's 
report  this  week,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  told  the  meeting  that  a 
Bill  dealing  with  the  company  question  is  not  likely  to  pass  (p. 
471). 

The  "  private  meetings  "  convened  by  Mr.  Bremridge  at  Man- 
chester (p.  460)  and  by  Mr.  Hills  at  Dundee  (p.  464)  had  nothing 
to  do  with  insolvency  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  were 
devoted  to  the  questions  of  the  hour. 

The  Edinburgh  chemist's  assistant  who  was  accused  of  poison- 
ing a  lady  by  dispensing  strychnine  in  place  of  exalgin  has  been 
found  not  guilty.  Lord  McLaren  is  to  address  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  regarding  the  storage  of  poisons  (p.  464). 

Mr.  E.  M.  Mellor,  an  assistant  to  Mr.  E.  Jones,  of  Hmley,  is 
easily  first  in  refutation  of  Poisons  Committee  evidence.  He  ha3 
drawn  support  from  the  gardeners  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  the  Privy  Council,  a3  well  as  from  coroners 
and  police  authorities  (p.  468). 

A  Pharmacist  in  Leeds  has  been  summoned  by  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  for  selling  B.P.  preparations  unstamped  (p.  479). 
In  a  list  of  medicines  he  gave  "name,"  "dose,"  "effect,"  and 
"  remedy  for."  We  protest  against  such  prosecutions  while  the 
appeal  is  sub  judicc  (p.  474). 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  an  exciting  feature  of  the  markets  this  week 
— it  is  rampant.  Other  articles  which  have  advanced  include 
German  potato- spirit,  Japanese  wax,  copper  sulphate,  shellac, 
lemongrass  oil,  and  veratria.  Acetic  acid  and  Japanese  ginger 
are  firmer  ;  oxalic  acid,  castor  oil,  and  white  pepper  are  easier  ;  and 
peppermint  oil  is  lower  (p.  487). 
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Comer  for  Stufcents* 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A SOLUTION"  prepared  from  not  more  than  three  salts 
will  form  the  subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative 
analysis.  The  solution  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough 
systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  de- 
tected, and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected 
are  the  only  constituents  present. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  solution  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  tag-label)  will  be 
received  up  to  Tuesday,  March  24,  and  the  samples  will  be 
posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday' 
April  4.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  contained  in  the  solution. 

The  report  on  this  month's  analysis  will  be  published  next 
week. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Brevities. 

The  application  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Greenwood,  chemist  and 
druggist,  15  Livingston  Koad,  Blackpool,  for  a  wine-licence 
has  been  refused. 

At  Sheffield,  on  Tuesday,  400  second-preference  shares  in 
Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern)  realised  21s.  3d.  each,  and 
two  1001.  B  preference  shares  in  Boots'  Pure-drug  Company 
fetched  1074.  10s.  each. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 
held  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  March  12,  the  President 
(Mr.  A.  Latreille)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  H.  S.  Coupland  read  a 
paper  on  "  Fusion  and  Solidification." 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  March  13,  Messrs.  Kemball, 
Bishoo  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemical-manufacturers,  58  Three 
Mill  Lane,  Bromley,  were  fined  10/.  and  21.  6j.  costs  for 
failing  to  abate  a  smoke-nuisance  in  connection  with  their 
works. 

Alpheus  Fisher  was  sentenced  to  twelve  months'  hard 
labour  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  March  13  for  having 
in  his  possession,  amongst  other  things,  patent  medicines  to 
the  value  of  40Z.  belonging  to  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons, 
Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  believed  to  have  been  stolen. 

Messrs.  T.  G.  Wharton  &  Stunt,  the  auctioneers  in 
Ironmonger  Lane,  E.C,  who  are  making  a  speciality  of 
public  auctions  of  medicinal  proprietaries,  intimate  that 
they  have  sold  Carnos  by  private  treaty  as  well  as  Thomas 
Bigg's  sheep-dip  and  veterinary  specialities.  (See  also 
page  4t7) 

A  fire  occurred  on  Mar  jh  13  at  the  premises  of  Mr.  J.  M. 
Rees,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Grays,  Essex.  It  originated 
in  the  store-room  and  spread  with  great  rapidity  to  the  shop. 
Almost  all  the  stock  was  destroyed,  and  the  damage  is 
estmated  at  about  8004.    The  fire  originated  in  a  barrel  of 


linseed,  and  was  caused  apparently  by  spontaneous  com- 
bustion. 

Thomas  Edward  Dart,  charged  at  Brighton  with  stealing 
thirteen  bottles  of  scent,  combs,  brushes,  mirrors,  and 
other  articles  from  the  Sussex  Drug  Company,  by  whom  he 
had  been  engaged  as  porter,  and  with  receiving  a  quantity 
of  stolen  clothing  (see  C.  %  D.,  March  14,  page  418),  has 
been  sentenced  to  six  weeks'  imprisonment  in  the  second 
division. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southampton  Dispensary 
sympathetic  reference  was  made  by  the  Chairman  to  the 
death  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Randall,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  dispensary.  The  dispensary,  which  is 
now  a  flourishing  institution,  was  at  first  carried  on  at  Mr. 
Randall's  pharmacy  in  the  High  Street. 

At  the  Thetford  County  Court  on  March  12,  William 
Hildyard,  chemist  and  druggist,  Thetford  and  Brandon, 
sued  a  Brandon  cycle-agent  for  11.  13.;.  Id.  for  goods  sold. 
Defendant  paid  into  court  15s.  3d.  and  disputed  the  balance. 
After  hearing  evidence,  judgment  was  given  for  11.  lis.  and 
costs,  the  sum  paid  into  court  to  go  in  reduction. 

The  Swindon  and  Highworth  Board  of  Guardians  have 
agreed  that  the  prescriptions  of  the  medical  officer  in  one 
district  of  the  Union  should  be  made  up  by  a  chemist  at  the 
cost  of  the  Guardians.  It  was  explained  that  the  medical 
officer  in  the  district  in  question  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
dispensing  about  4,000  bottles  of  medicine  yearly. 

A  private  meeting  of  over  150  registered  chemists  in  the 
Manchester  district  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Room  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  The  meeting  was 
of  a  protracted  character.  Mr.  Bremridge  (the  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  spoke  for  more  than  an  hour, 
and  after  three  hours'  talk  the  meeting  was  not  even  then  at 
an  end.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons  was  one  of 
the  subjects  dealt  with.  There  was  no  chairman,  and  no 
resolutions  were  passed. 

The  trial  of  Chapman,  alias  Klosowski,  for  the  murder  of 
various  women  by  poisoning  has  been  going  on  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  this  week.  On  the  first  day  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Davison,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Hastings,  who  sold  Chapman  some  tartar  emetic  in  1897,  was 
repeated.  Mr.  Davison  produced  his  poisons-book,  which  had 
been  signed  by  Chapman.  Dr.  Stevenson  (the  Government 
Analyst),  attributed  the  deaths  of  the  women  Chapman 
married  to  antimony. 

An  action  will  shortly  be  heard  in  the  Chancery  Division 
of  the  High  Courts,  before  Mr.  Justice  Byrne,  the  plaintiffs 
being  Messrs.  Fels  &  Co.,  soap-manufacturers,  and  the 
defendants  Messrs.  Thomas  Hedley  &  Co.  (Limited),  soap- 
manufacturers,  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The  plaintiffs  are 
seeking  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  manufacturing  or 
selling  their  "  Ladybird-Naptha  "  soap.  A  large  number  of 
witnesses  have  been  subpoenaed,  and  eminent  counsel  have 
been  engaged  on  both  sides. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 

The  next  examinations  of  the  Institute  are  to  be  held  in 
July,  and  application  for  admission  must  be  made  not  later 
than  June  2.  The  Intermediate  examination  will  be  held  in 
London  and  Glasgow  on  July  7,  and  the  Final  (for  Associate- 
ship)  on  either  July  7  or  14. 

Royal  Botanical  Society. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Botanical  Society 
on  March  14,  Mr.  B.  S.  Stevens,  K.C,  who  presided,  denied 
that  the  subject  of  amalgamation  with  the  Horticultural 
Society  had  been  broached.  It  is  also  untrue  that  the 
Society  are  heavily  in  debt.  There  is  a  debenture  debt, 
but  they  are  at  the  present  moment  in  a  sounder  financial 
position  than  ever  they  were  before.  Tbey  had  now  got 
their  lease,  and  had  invited  the  Horticultural  Society  to  hold 
their  show  on  the  Botanical  Society's  ground,  but  had  re- 
ceived no  formal  reply. 

Early-closing  Association. 

The  sixty-first  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  held  on  March  12  at  the  offices,  New  Bridge  Street,  E.C, 
Mr.  C.  T.  Lyne  presiding.    The  annual  report  states  that 
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from  the  various  districts  there  are  indications  of  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  weekly  half- 
holiday,  and  various  improvements  in  respect  of  an  8,  8.30, 
or  9  o'clock  closing  nightly.  The  board  having  received  an 
early  intimation  that  the  banks  would  close  at  1  on  Satur- 
days on  and  after  August  16,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
interview  the  principal  retail  houses  with  reference  to  a 
similar  advance,  but  the  success  of  the  interviews  was  not 
great.  The  Association  have  advanced  the  closing  in  several 
suburbs  to  1  o'clock  on  Wednesdays  or  Thursdays.  The 
Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said  there 
had  been  various  Bills  before  Parliament,  but  the  only  one 
which  could  claim  to  be  representative  of  the  shopkeepers' 
wishes  was  that  brought  forward  by  the  Association  and 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  their  President,  Lord 
Avebury.  It  had  been  strengthened  by  the  incorporation  of 
suggestions  made  by  the  House  of  Lords'  Select  Committee 
after  taking  exhaustive  evidence,  and  had  received  the 
suppoit  o:  public  meetings  and  meetings  of  shopkeepers  in 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  believed  that  no  restriction 
would  be  effectual  until  an  absolute  time  of  closing  was 
fixed  by  law.  The  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  officers  and 
board  of  management  of  the  Association  were  re-elected. 

Infirmary  Drugs. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  General 
Infirmary  at  Leeds  on  March  13,  it  was  stated  that  the  cost 
of  drugs  and  surgical  appliances  for  the  year  ha.l  been 
5,160/.  7*.  Id.,  as  against  4  830/.  0^.  5d.  in  1901.  In  com- 
menting upon  this  increase,  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Chas.  Lupton) 
said  that  it  had  been  largely  responsible  for  the  cost  per 
patient  having  risen  from  Is.  lO^d.  in  1901  to  2>".  Q\d.  for 
1902.  Cod-liver  oil,  he  pointed  out,  had,  for  instance,  risen 
in  price  from  3i:  9d.  to  IOj.  per  gal.  As  they  used  a  good 
deal  of  cod-liver  oil  in  the  infirmary,  the  increased  price  had 
necessarily  made  a  material  difference  in  the  cost  per  patient. 
It  was  stated,  further,  by  the  Chairman  that  the  light 
treatment  for  the  cure  of  lupus  had  been  tried  during  the 
year  on  65  patients  on  6,284-  separate  occasions  with  en- 
couraging results. 

Contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  ratified  : — ■ 

Amersham  Board  of   Guardians. — Mr.   A.  H.  Haddon, 

chemist  and  druggist,  for  cod  liver-oil. 

Beckenham  Urban  District  Council. — Messrs.  E.  Porter  k 

Co.  and  the  Killgerm  Company  (Limited),  for  carbolic  soap ; 

the  Sanitas  Company  (Limited),  for  sanitas  preparations. 

Beverley  Corporation. — Mr.  W.  E.  Hay  ward,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  for  drugs  and  medicines. 

Dartford  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  W.  T.  Tucker,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Dartford,  for  disinfectants,  and  Messrs.  Baiss 
Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited),  Jewry  Street,  E.G,  for  drugs 
and  druggists'  sundries. 

Kingston-on-Thames  Union. — Mr.  H.  E.  Clement,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Hampton  Hill,  for  wines,  spirits  and  mineral 
waters. 

Liverpool  Select  Vestry. — Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb  (Limited)  for  druggists'  sundries  ;  Messrs.  R.  Sumner 
&  Co.  (Limited)  for  drugs ;  and  Mr.  Chas.  S.  Bullen  for 
surgical  appliances. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland  Board  of  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  W. 
Dent,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oulton  Broad,  for  drugs. 

North  Staffs  Joint  Hospital. — Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Hanley,  for  drugs,  at  7|  per  cent,  off  list- 
prices. 

Sheffield  U  nion. — Mr.  Andrew  "W.  Graham  to  supply  drugs 
and  sundries  for  the  several  Union  departments  at  a  specified 
discount  from  the  drug  and  sundries  lists  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &;  Webb  and  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons. 

Whitehaven  Town  Council.— Sanitas  Company  (Limited), 
for  sanitas  preparations. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Knights,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  supply 
disinfectants,  medical  appliances,  and  oils  to  the  Swaffham 
Workhouse  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

The  contract  for  druggists'  sundries  to  the  Liverpool 
hospitals  is,  we  are  informed,  held  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  & 


Saunders,  and  not  by  Messrs.  R.  Summer  &  Co.,  as  stated  in 
last  week's  issue. 

Wine-licences. 

Off  wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  Mr.  E.  E.  G. 
Dennis,  chemist  and  druggist,  113  Adnitt  Road,  North- 
ampton ;  Mr.  Walter  Hutchinson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Kettering;  Mr.  T.  W.  Raberts,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Ellesmere  Port,  Chester  (transfer). 

The  refusals  include  the  applications  of  Taylors'  Drug- 
stores (Limited),  of  Harrogate;  Mr.  F.  W.  Elliott,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Bolsover. 

Camphorated  Oil  Keeps  "Well. 

Mr.  Alfred  H.  Allen,  F.T.C.,  in  his  report  as  analyst  to  th3 
West  Riding  authorities,  says  : — 

Of  the  sixty-six  samples  of  camphorated  oil  examined,  only  four 
were  found  to  exhibit  any  marked  departure  from  an  article 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. This  small  proportion  of  sophisticated  and  defective 
samples  affords  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  untruth  of  the 
allegation  frequently  made  in  defence  that  camphorated  oil  is 
liable  to  a  loss  of  camphor  during  the  preparation  and  by 
volatilisation  when  kept.  I  have  been  at  some  trouble  to  prepare 
camphorated  oil  and  keep  it  under  ordinary  conditions,  and  am  in 
a  position  to  state  positively  that  such  defences  as  have  been  put 
forward  by  those  who  should  have  known  better  have  had  no 
foundation  in  fact. 

A  Doctor's  Affairs. 

In  the  Sheffield  County  Court  on  March  13,  two  actions 
were  mentioned  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
Waters  Harrison,  a  Sheffield  surgeon,  who  recently  died  from 
misadventure,  under  sensational  circumstances.  It  was 
stated  that  one  of  the  actions  was  set  down  for  hearing 
yesterday,  and  was  brought  originally  by  the  late  Dr.  James 
Waters  Harrison,  surgeon,  against  Mr.  Richardson,  solicitor, 
and  the  other  was  brought  by  Dr.  Greaves  against  Dr. 
Harrison.  Dr.  Greaves  is  well  known  in  pharmaceutical  circles 
as  the  late  Principal  of  the  local  School  of  Pharmacy.  The 
cases  are  down  for  hearing  on  April  30. 

Prevention  of  Consumption. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Prevention  of  Consumption  on  March  17  the  annual  report 
of  the  Council  was  adopted.  The  report  stated  that  steps 
had  been  taken  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  friendly 
societies  in  disseminating  information  as  to  the  infectious 
character  of  tuberculosis.  Indiscriminate  expectoration  in 
covered  places  of  public  resort  has  been  made  a  penal 
offence  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  and  the  Council  hope 
that  it  will  shortly  be  made  so  throughout  the  country. 
Polite  requests  to  refrain  from  spitting  are  not  always 
effectual.  Making  the  offence  a  penal  one  has  been  adopted 
in  Liverpool,  and  thirty  persons  have  already  been  fined. 
Pocket-spittoons,  which,  the  report  said,  are  now  obtainable 
for  6d.,  are  extremely  serviceable  for  consumptive  patients. 

Explosions. 

On  March  13  an  explosion  took  place  in  the  upper  floor  of 
No.  67  Farringdon  Road,  occupied  by  St.  Jacobs  Oil  Com- 
pany (Limited).  A  warehouseman  named  Bannister  ,was, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  firm's  chemist,  cleaning 
out  a  tank  which  is  used  to  contain  the  firm's  medicinal 
preparations.  It  appears  that  an  electric  lamp  fell  over  and 
ignited  the  vapour  from  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  causiDg  an 
explosion.  Part  of  the  roof  was  blown  off,  and  Bannister 
was  so  badly  burnt  that  he  was  taken  to  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  He  was  not  detained.  A  drayman  in  Farringdon 
Road  was  struck  by  the  falling  debris,  but  not  seriously 
injured. 

Last  week  an  explosion  occurred  at  the  residence  of  Mr. 
W.  Saunders,  a  cycle-dealer  at  Stapenhill,  by  which  Mr. 
Saunders,  his  wife,  and  6-year-old  son  were  temporarily 
deprived  of  their  eyesight,  and  it  is  feared  that  the  son  may 
lose  his  eyesight  altogether.  Mr.  Saunders  was  making  a 
solution  for  silver-plating,  for  which  he  was  using  quick- 
silver and  nitric  acid.  His  wife  and  child  stood  at  the  table 
watching  him,  when  there  was  a  sudden  explosion.  Dr. 
Charles  Lowe  was  soon  in  attendance,  and  the  condition  of 
Mr.  Saunders  and  his  child  was  so  serious  that  they  were 
conveyed  to  the  infirmary.    The  child's  injur'.es  were  the 
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worst,  and  it  is  feared  that  he  cannot  possibly  recover  his 
eyesight,  and  the  condition  of  Mr.  Saunders  is  little  better. 
Mrs.  Saunders's  injuries  were  not  very  severe. 

Dispensers'  Doings. 

The  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  on  March  13  considered 
an  application  from  the  workhouse  dispenser  (Mr. 
W.  Cornell)  for  an  increase  of  salary.  Mr.  Cornell  pointed 
out  that,  in  1901  he  dispensed  4,743  prescriptions,  and  in 
1902  4,603,  an  average  of  fifteen  a  day.  His  salary,  40/., 
less  16s.  superannuation,  he  urged,  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
work  done.    The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Southampton  Guardians  on  March  12, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  rescind  the  recommendation  of  the 
Infirmary  Committee  to  appoint  a  lady  dispenser,  Mr.  Loche 
giving  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  to  that  effect  at  the 
next  meeting.  Mr.  H.  Warren  (the  Vice-Chairman)  moved 
that  Miss  Austen  (the  daughter  of  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Board)  be  appointed.  Mr.  Betteridge  seconded.  Mr.  J. 
Thomas  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  matter  should  be 
deferred  until  the  next  meeting  in  order  to  see  what  came  of 
the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Loche  had  given  notice.  Mr.  Loche, 
in  seconding  the  amendment,  urged  that  a  non-resident  dis- 
penser would  meet  all  their  requirements.  At  Portsmouth 
Union  Infirmary,  where  there  were  1,900  persons,  they  had 
but  one  non-resident  dispenser ;  at  Southampton,  with  only 
300  persons,  they  proposed  to  appoint  a  resident  dispenser, 
which  to  him  seemed  outrageous.  After  a  short  discussion 
the  amendment  was  put  and  lost.  The  proposition  that 
Miss  Austen  be  appointed  to  the  post  was  then  carried. 

Masonic  Items. 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  H.  W.  Idris  has  been  installed  W.M.  of 
the  Galen  Lodge,  in  succession  to  Brother  Michael  Carteighe. 

On  Thursday  evening,  after  this  issue  had  gone  to  press, 
Mr.  B.  Clay  Sudlow  (manager  to  Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.)  was  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  installed  W.M.  of  the 
Jubilee  Masters'  Lodge. 

Mr.  Daniel  Davison,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cromer,  was 
installed  W.M.  of  Baring  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  No  2,602,  on 
March  5,  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Cromer.  The  R.W.  Prov. 
G.M.  and  many  distinguished  local  Masons  were  present. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Mark  Lodge  of  Freemasons, 
St.  Andrews,  No.  34,  Brother  Charles  Svvinn,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Hulme,  was  installed  into  the  chair  of  Adoniram 
by  the  Worshipful  Brother  John  Lawrenson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Hulme,  who  is  a  P.M.  of  the  same  lodge. 

Sudden  Death  of  a  Chemist. 

Joseph  Teesdaie  Pratt  (49),  chemist  and  druggist,  17  Glou- 
cester Street,  Scotswood  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  died  in 
London  on  March  14,  while  on  his  honeymoon,  through 
rupturing  a  blood-vessel.  On  Saturday  Mrs.  Pratt  went  out 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  some  friends,  leaving  her  husband 
sitting  in  the  parlour  smoking  a  cigar.  In  the  afternoon  he 
was  seen  by  the  landlady  smoking  and  reading,  but  on  her 
return  ten  minutes  later  she  was  startled  to  find  him  lying 
on  the  floor  with  his  legs  on  the  chair.  Failing  to  rouse 
deceased,  she  immediately  summoned  assistance,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  a  doctor  life  was  found  to  be  extinct.  The 
medical  evidence  showed  that  the  cause  of  death  was 
rupture  of  the  large  aorta  of  the  heart  which  miglut  have 
been  caused  by  a  sudden  fit  of  coughing. 

The  Black  List. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Margate  Town  Council  on  March  10, 
a  protest  was  made  against  the  action  of  the  police  in  serving 
upon  chemists  holding  wine-licences  a  photograph  and 
description  of  a  man  who  has  been  placed  on  the  Black  List. 
Councillor  Macfarlane,  who  brought  the  matter  forward,  said 
he  knew  it  was  the  law,  but  he  thought  that  more  discretion 
might  be  used  in  distributing  the  photographs.  Other 
members  argued  that  the  Chief  Constable  was  bound  to  serve 
the  circulars  on  everyone  who  held  a  licence,  whether  a 
chemist,  grocer,  or  publican.  No  action  was  taken  in  the 
matter. 

The  Creolin  Cases  Settled. 

The  manager  of  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company 
(Limited)  informs  us  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have 


agreed  to  accept  from  the  company  a  sum  in  full  satisfaction 
of  the  claims  made  by  the  Board  upon  numerous  retailers  for 
selling  unstamped  creolin  and  certain  preparations  of  creolin — 
viz.,  lano-creolin,  creolin  dusting- powder,  and  creolin  capsules. 
The  company  are  continuing  their  negotiations  with  trie- 
Board  as  to  the  future  liability  of  these  articles,  but  in  tire 
meantime  they  are  sending  out  the  whole  of  them 
stamped,  and  retailers  should  not  sell  those  they  have  in 
stock  without  stamping  them.  Jeyes'  fluid  is  not  in  ques- 
tion, and  is  treated  solely  as  a  disinfectant. 

A  New  Drug. 

A  chemist  in  the  northern  part  of  Birmirgham  informs  us- 
that  he  has  received  a  call  from  the  food  and  drugs  in- 
spector, and  amongst  the  articles  purchased  were  Blaud's- 
pills,  ipecacuanha- wine,  oxymel  squills,  and  (niirabile,  diotv  !), 
wood  charcoal. 

Raiding  Hen-roosts. 

There  was  a  curious  conjunction  of  circumstances  befors- 
the  North  London  Police  Magistrate  on  March  14.  One  of 
the  prisoners— Tom  Brown,  a  burly  labourer — had  been  into 
the  back  premises  of  two  houses  at  Stapleton  Hall  Road, 
Stroud  Green,  N.,  and  stolen  fowls,  and  both  lots  happened 
to  belong  to  chemists— one  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  an  analyst,  and  the 
other  to  Mr.  John  Wray,  a  chemist's  manager.  The  latter 
lost  eleven  fowls  and  the  former  five,  and  the  Magistrate,  in 
passing  a  sentence  of  six  months'  imprisonment,  said  itwassu. 
cruel  thing  to  thus  kill  and  carry  away  people's  hobbies. 

Alleged  Spurious  Beecham's. 

The  Bolton  County  Magistrates  on  March  16  had  before- 
them  a  Bolton  man  named  John  Patrick  Barrett,  who  was 
charged  with  obtaining  Is.  lOd.  by  false  pretences.  The 
allegation  was  that  Barrett,  while  in  Farnworth,  went  from 
house  to  house  collecting  empty  Beecham's  pill  boxes,  which 
he  refilled  with  pills  of  his  own  manufacture  and  sold  them' 
as  Beecham's.  When  arrested  prisoner  had  a  number  of  the 
boxes  in  question,  which  had  been  emptied  of  their  original' 
contents  and  refilled.  Barrett  contended  that  he  sold  the 
pills  for  what  they  were.  It  was  considered  desirable  that 
further  inquiries  should  be  made,  and  for  that  purpose  the 
case  was  adjourned  for  a  week. 

A  Manchester  Exhibition. 

Among  the  trade  exhibitors  at  the  Grocers'  Exhibition  in 
the  St.  James's  Hall,  Manchester,  which  closed  on  March  18, 
were  Messrs.  A.  F.  Brook  &  Co.,  Manchester  (dandelion- 
coffee  and  Grains  of  Health  salt) ;  the  Vinolia  Company 
(Limited),  London  ;  Messrs.  Jewsbury  &  Brown,  Manchester 
(mineral  waters,  syrups,  and  cordials) ;  H.  Shaw  &  Co., 
Dukinfield  ("  Compo  ")  ;  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company, 
London ;  H.  N.  Morris  &  Co.  ("  Risko,"  the  new  flake  dis- 
infectant) ;  Sutcliffe  &  Bingham  (Limited),  ("  Khovah " 
specialities);  "Yewsabit"  Manufacturing  Company;  Hy.  Roth 
(Malta  Vita)  ;  the  Manhu  Food  Company  ;  H.  Lehmann  &  Co. 
("  Zocco  ")  ;  Messrs.  R.  White  &  Co.  (Kop's  ale  and  other 
temperance  drinks  and  cordials) ;  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trading  Company  ;  Cadbury  Brothers  (Limited)  ;  Kay 
Brothers  (Limited),  Stockport  (spiral  fly-catcher,  liquid 
cement,  &e). 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

Four  of  the  ten  fatalities  from  poisoning  that  have 
occurred  during  the  week  were  caused  by  the  unscheduled 
poisons  ammonia  (2),  phosphorus,  and  mineral  acids.  The 
scheduled  six  included  carbolic  acid  (3),  oxalic  acid  (2),  and 
laudanum.  At  Bradford  an  engineer's  storekeeper  named' 
Gibson  drank  from  a  gingerbeer-bottle  what  he  thought  was 
soda-water,  but  which  proved  to  be  liquid  ammonia.  He 
died  the  same  night.  A  Runcorn  woman  died  from  the 
effects  of  drinking  a  quantity  of  smelling-salts  in  August 
last.  The  corrosive  fluid  had  brought  about  stricture  of  the 
gullet.  Mary  Brown,  the  wife  of  a  Bradford  wool-comber, 
poisoned  herself  by  drinking  a  solution  of  match-heads.  A 
young  clerk  at  Catford  purchased  quantities  of  sulphuric 
acid  and  nitric  acid  at  different  branches  of  the  Civil  Service 
Stores.  He  drank  a  quantity,  and  died  in  gre^t  agony.  The 
Coroner  (Mr.  H.  R.  Oswald)  said  he  was  in  perfect  accord  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  a  juryman  at,  the  inquest,  that 
poisons  of  such  a  dangerous  character  could  be  too 
easily  obtained.    If  they  were  not  obtainable  save  on  a 
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doctor's  prescription  there  would  be  fewer  suicides.  Suicides 
by  carbolic  acid  took  place  at  Leicester,  at  Rhyl,  and  at 
Doncaster.  The  oxalic-acid  victims  were  a  Drury  Lane 
Theatre  attendant  living  in  Hornsey,  and  a  Bristol  cabman. 
A  widow  at  Long  Eaton  drank  a  fatal  quantity  of  laudanum. 
At  Southampton,  on  March  13,  a  labourer  named  Hall  was 
charged  with  attempting  to  poison  his  wife  by  administering 
a  poisonous  liniment.  Frederick  O'Connor,  dispenser  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  identified  the  bottle  put  in 
by  the  prosecution  as  having  contained  a  liniment  of  aconite 
and  camphor.  After  hearing  evidence,  the  Bench  found 
there  was  no  case,  and  prisoner  was  discharged. 


3viQb  mew*. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

On  March  13  a  fire  occurred  in  Dr.  Thompson's  Medical 
Hall,  100  Peter's  Hill,  Belfast.    The  damage  was  but  slight. 

Analyst  Appointed. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Ardee  Board  of  Guardians  Dr. 
Laffan,  Dublin,  was  appointed  analyst  for  that  Union  at  a 
remuneration  of  3s.  6d.  a  sample. 

St.  Patrick's  Day. 

Most  of  the  chemists'  shops  in  Dublin  closed  on  Tuesday 
(St.  Patrick's  Day),  which  for  the  first  time  was  observed  as 
a  national  holiday  all  over  Ireland. 

Dispenser  Appointed. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  North  Dublin  Board  of 
Guardians  the  election  of  an  apothecary  for  Benburb  Street 
Dispensary  took  place,  at  a  salary  of  801.  per  year.  There 
were  eight  applicants,  and  Mr.  James  S.  Corcoran,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Amiens  Street,  Dublin,  was  elected  to  the 
position. 

Irish  Only. 

Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Belfast,  have  written  to  the  Bally- 
money  Guardians,  asking  them  to  give  preference  in  the 
forthcoming  contracts  to  Irish  manufactured  medicines. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  ■&  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin,  drug-manu- 
facturers, &c,  recently  wrote  asking  the  Ennis  Guardians  to 
give  a  fair  trial  to  Irish  manufactured  medicines,  &c,  pro- 
vided they  were  as  cheap  and  as  good  as  the  English  and 
foreign  made  articles.    The  letter  was  favourably  received. 

Messrs.  Harrington,  chemists,  &c,  Cork,  have  issued  a 
circular  to  some  of  the  Irish  Boards  of  Guardians,  asking 
that  in  considering  tenders  preference  should  be  given  to 
Irish  manufacture.  The  Baltinglass  Board  of  Guardians 
decided  to  adopt  the  suggestion,  and  condemned  the  recent 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  regard  to  Irish 
manufactured  drugs,  medicines,  &c,  as  narrow-minded  and 
unpatriotic. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  placed  by  Boards  of 
Guardians  : — 

Ardee. — Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  for  medicines,  at 
20  per  cent,  off ;  Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  for  surgical 
appliances,  at  20  per  cent.  off. 

Atliy. — Mr.  P.  N.  White,  Sligo,  for  medicines,  at  16  per 
cent.  ;  the  Medical  Supply  Company,  Sligo,  for  surgical 
appliances,  at  30\  per  cent.  off. 

Carrieh-on-Shannon. — The  Medical  Supply  Company,  of 
Sligo,  for  surgical  appliances,  at  11^  per  cent,  off  prices,  and 
Messrs.  Boyers  &  Co.,  Sligo,  for  medicines,  at  23  per  cent,  off 
the  prescribed  prices. 

Castleblayney. — The  Medical  Supply  Company,  of  Sligo,  for 
surgical  appliances,  at  28  per  cent,  off,  subject  to  the  Local 
Government  Board's  sanction  ;  failing  this,  the  contract  to  be 
given  to  the  old  contractors — Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry, 


at  20  per  cent.  off.  For  medicines,  the  Board  recommended  the 
acceptance  of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  the  old  con- 
tractors, although  not  the  lewest. 

Cookstown. — Mr.  Nethery,  Dungannon,  for  medicines,  at 
25  per  cent,  rebate.  The  Medical  Supply  Company,  Sligo, 
received  the  contract  for  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  afe 
29£  per  cent,  oil'  the  standard  prices. 

Dungawnon. — Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  Dublin,  for  medi- 
cines, at  25  per  cent,  off ;  and  Messrs.  Connor  k.  Sons,  of 
Newry,  for  surgical  appliances,  at  27^  per  cent.  off. 

Ennis. — Messrs.  Seymour  &  Co.,  for  medicines,  at  35|  per 
cent,  abatement;  the  Medical  Supply  Company,  Sligo,  for 
surgical  appliances,  at  35^  per  cent,  reduction. 

Kilmacthomas. — The  Medical  Supply  Company,  Sligo,  for 
surgical  appliances,  at  25£  per  cent,  below  the  prescribed? 
prices;  and  Mr.  P.  N.  White,  Sligo,  for  medicines,  at  12£  per 
cent,  below  the  prices. 

Lame. — Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Belfast,  the  old  contractors, 
for  medicines,  at  17^  per  cent,  off,  and  for  surgical  appliances, 
at  20  per  cent.  off. 

Lurgan. — Messrs.  Connor  &  Sons,  of  Newry,  for  surgical 
appliances.  The  Clerk  said  that  with  regard  to  medicines 
the  competitors  were  asked  to  state  what  discount  they  were 
prepared  to  allow,  and  discounts  ranging  from  15  to  2l£  per 
cent,  were  offered.  The  medicine  last  year  cost  3701.  It 
was  decided  not  to  accept  any  tender  at  present,  but  to  seels 
advice  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Nemry.— Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  Newry,  for  medical  ar.'t 
surgical  appliances,  at  an  abatement  of  30  per  cent.  The 
Medical  Supply  Company  (Limited),  Sligo,  tendered  at 
30j  per  cent,  reduction.  The  tender  of  Messrs.  P.  N.  White 
&  Co.,  Sligo,  for  medicines,  at  21J  per  cent,  abatement,  was 
accepted. 

Omagh. — Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.,  of  Dublin.  There  were  ten 
tenders  in  all.  Messrs.  Leslie  &  Co.  wrote  that  Irish  tenders 
would  not  be  accepted  in  England,  and  a  Guardian  said  that- 
he  believed  such  was  a  fact. 


Scotcb  1Rcw0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
late  of  Bombay,  has  acquired  the  pharmacy  at  137  George 
Street,  Edinburgh,  which  was  started  over  twenty  years  ago 
by  the  late  Mr.  William  Burley,  and  which,  since  his  death,, 
has  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  John  Brown.  The  pharmacy  is 
close  to  Charlotte  Square. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dunfermline, 
lias  acquired  the  business  at  56  High  Street,  Dunfermline 
(so  long  and  successfully  carried  on  by  the  late  Mr.  Gavin 
Stiell,  and  latterly  by  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Ker),  which  he  will  carry 
on  as  a  branch  along  with  his  present  business  at  40' 
Bridge  Street,  Dunfermline.  Mr.  Gilmour  has  taken  his  son, 
Mr.  John  Gilmour,  chemist  and  druggist,  into  partnership, 
and  the  business  will  be  conducted  in  both  places  under  the 
title  of  "  David  Gilmour  &  Son." 

Poisonings. 

At  Uddingston  on  March  12  Mrs.  Morgan,  wife  of  a  miner,, 
took  a  quantity  of  salts  of  sorrel  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts. 
She  died  two  hours  later. 

On  March  11  a  boy  11  years  old  went  into  a  chemist's 
shop  in  Harmony  Row,  Govan,  and  purchased  threepenDy- 
worth  of  laudanum,  representing  that  he  had  been  sent  for 
it  by  his  mother.  He  proceeded  to  an  adjacent  close  and 
drank  a  quantity  of  the  poison  in  the  presence  of  a  com- 
panion. He  was  taken  to  the  surgery  of  one  of  the  local 
medical  men,  an  emetic  and  antidote  were  administered, 
and  the  boy  recovered. 
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The  Poisons  Question. 

A  meeting  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Forfarshire  and 
Perthshire  was  held  in  Mather's  Hotel,  Dundee,  on  March  11, 
for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  regard 
to  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee.  Mr.  Charles  Kerr 
presided  over  a  gathering  of  about  forty  chemists  -  one  of 
the  most  representative  meetings  which  has  ever  been  con- 
vened under  the  auspices  of  the  Forfarshire  Association. 
Mr.  Hill  excelled  himself  in  exposition  of  the  report  and 
condemnation  of  the  findings  of  the  Committee.  He  used 
with  great  effect  a  bottle  of  Ballikinrain  ant-killer,  attrac- 
tively put  up  in  fruit-syrup  style,  yet  containing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  syrupy  liquid  a  layer  of  arsenic  sufficient  to 
kill  100  people  or  more.  The  meeting  was  sarcastic  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Alexander  Cross's  ideas  about  the  big  profits 
of  chemists,  and  most  speakers  wished  they  had  a  fraction  of 
the  percentage  he  gets  from  his  ant-soothing  syrup. 

Tribute  to  George  Don. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Botanical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  held 
on  March  12,  Mr.  Alexander  Somerville,  B.Sc,  read  a  paper 
on  "  The  Carex  divisa,  Hudson,  as  a  Scottish  plant."  Mr. 
Somerville  exhibited  four  specimens  of  the  sedge — one, 
which  he  pointed  out  was  very  poor  in  comparison  with  the 
others,  having  been  found  in  Forfarshire,  others  in  Suffolk 
and  Surrey,  and  the  fourth  in  Wales.  Forfarshire  is  the 
only  county  in  Scotland  in  which  the  plant  has  been  found. 
It  was  first  described  by  Hudson  140  years  ago,  and  was 
recorded  as  having  been  found  by  Don  near  Montrose  ;  and 
now,  after  eighty-eight  years,  it  has  been  re-discovered  near 
Montrose  by  Mr.  James  Menzies,  Perth.  Mr.  Somerville 
described  the  appearance  and  habitat  of  the  sedge,  and 
said  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  information  recorded 
by  Don  has  proved  correct.  Professor  Bayley  Balfour 
referred  to  the  re-discovery  of  the  plant,  and  said  that  Don's 
work  had  been  a  matter  of  great  dispute,  but  in  recent  years 
a  great  number  of  the  plants  which  he  had  recorded,  and 
which  had  disappeared,  had  been  again  found,  although 
there  was  still  a  number  that  had  not  been  found.  He 
spoke  of  Mr.  Claridge  Druce's  address  at  Dundee,  and  said 
he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  the  Society  that  Mr.  Druce 
has  elaborated  his  paper  into  a  considerable  memoir  of  Don. 
In  this  he  deals  very  fully  with  all  that  Don  is  reputed  to 
have  discovered,  analysing  all  the  evidence  for  and  against, 
and  pointing  out  what  has  been  re-discovered  and  what  has 
not.  The  memoir  will  shortly  appear  in  the  "  Notes  "  of  the 
Royal  Botanic  Garden.  Notwithstanding  all  the  plants 
that  have  been  discovered,  there  are  still  a  number  which 
have  not  yet  been  found,  and  which  even  Mr.  Druce — who, 
he  thought,  is  the  greatest  champion  poor  Don  has  ever  had 
— admits  that  in  some  cases  it  is  very  unlikely  will  ever  be 
found.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Don,  in  his  garden  at 
Montrose,  cultivated  a  number  of  Alpine  plants,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  he  had  mixed  up  plants  in  some  cases 
which  were  British  plants  with  those  which  are  not  really  so 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  on  Monday, 
March  16,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gibb  (President)  in  the  chair.  The 
Secretary  submitted  his  report,  which  showed  satisfactory 
progress  during  the  year.  Every  section  had  been  strongly 
supported,  and  the  competitions  had  all  been  keenly  con- 
tested. The  Treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  of  over  56/. 
to  the  good,  the  income  having  been  145/.  and  expenditure 
nearly  88/.  Donations  of  4/.  4s.  to  the  Ibrox  Disaster  Fund 
and  21.  2s.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  were 
announced.  The  following  office-bearers  were  appointed : 
Hon.  President,  Mr.  Peter  Boa ;  President,  J.  P.  Gibb  ;  Vice- 
President,  A.  G.  Paterson  ;  Secretary,  D.  S.  Napier  ;  Assistant 
Secretary,  H.  Smith  ;  Treasurer,  A.  C.  Aitken ;  Committee,  C.  R. 
Brown,  N.  G.  Brown,  W.  D.  Richardson,  J.  Harley,  G.  H.  C.  Row- 
land, J.  M.  Dickson,  and  J.  D.  Baillie  ;  Auditors,  R.  K.  Kinnin- 
mont  and  Geo.  Somerville.  The  possibility  of  a  [?  cricket] 
eleven  was  discussed,  and  very  shortly  this  new  branch  will  be 
organised.  An  expression  of  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Lapsley  in 
her  recent  bereavement  was  moved.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  were  thanked  for  the  use  of  their  house  for  meetings  ; 
as  also  was  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  (for  his  continued  courtesy  to 
all  members)  and  the  retiring  office-bearers. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  of  the  Argyle  Chemical- works, 
Oban,  has  returned  from  spending  the  winter  in  the  Falk- 
land Islands  and  Patagonia,  where  he  has  considerable  com- 
mercial interests  in  connection  with  sheep-dip. 

The  Alleged  Dispensing-error. 

The  trial  of  Alexander  Wood,  assistant  to  Mr.  J.  G. 
Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist,  37  Trinity  Road,  Leith, 
charged  with  causing  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hope  Robson  by 
dispensing  strychnine  for  exalgin,  took  place  in  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary,  Edinburgh,  on  March  17,  before  Lord 
McLaren  and  a  jury.  Evidence  of  the  delivery  of  the 
powders  (see  C.  $•  D.,  March  14,  page  420),  and  the  subse- 
quent death  of  Mrs.  Hope  Robson  after  taking  one  powder, 
was  given,  the  testimony  of  Dr.  James  Wilson  (deceased's 
medical  attendant)  being  to  the  effect  that  the  symptoms 
were  those  of  strychnine-poisoning.  Mr.  Constable,  who 
appeared  for  the  defence,  said  he  was  prepared  to  admit 
that  Mrs.  Hope  Robson  had  died  from  strychnine-poisoning 
from  powders  compounded  by  the  accused,  but  the  Judge 
thought  the  case  should  be  formally  proved.  In  the  course 
of  his  examination  Dr.  Wilson  said  that  after  the  death  he 
visited  Mr.  Anderson's  shop  and  saw  two  bottles  (produced), 
one  marked  "  Exalgin  "  and  the  other  "  Strychnia-crystals." 
There  was  a  space  of  from  8  to  10  inches  between  the  two 
bottles,  but  they  stood  on  the  same  shelf  in  the  same  cup- 
board. Witness  said  Mr.  Anderson  had  remarked  that  the 
bottle  of  strychnin  should  have  been  in  the  back  shop.  The 
bottle  containing  strychnin-crystals  should  have  had  a  dis- 
tinctive mark  or  the  word  "  Poison,"  nor  was  it  kept  in  any 
other  of  three  manners  prescribed  by  the  Poisons  Regula- 
tions. 

By  his  Lordship  :  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  making  up  of 
prescriptions  containing  strychnine  is  very  common  ?  Wit- 
ness :  Oh,  no ;  not  in  the  form  of  crystals.  Strychnine  is 
seldom  prescribed,  except  in  fluid  form,  and  it  is  made  from 
a  different  preparation  of  strychnine — viz.,  the  hydro- 
chloride. 

His  Lordship :  In  making  up  a  medical  prescription 
would  he  ever  have  occasion  to  use  strychnine-crystals  ? 
Witness :  Extremely  seldom.  Once  in  six  months,  and 
perhaps  not  even  that. 

In  answer  to  another  question  by  his  Lordship,  witness 
stated  that  exalgin  (taken  in  large  doses)  might  act  as  a 
poison.  It  is  not  scheduled  as  a  poison  under  the  Act. 
With  ordinary  care  the  dispensing  of  strychnine  should  not 
have  taken  place.  In  the  course  of  cross-examination  Dr. 
Wilson  said  Ihere  had  been  no  case  of  death  from  exalgin. 
He  had  prescribed  exalgin  almost  daily  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  and  did  not  think  such  prescribing  was  exceptional. 

Dr.  Harvey  Littlejohn,  who  made  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion, deposed  that  deceased  had  suffered  no  disease  which 
would  cause  death.  He  analysed  the  powders  received  from 
Dr.  Wilson  and  found  1-07  gr.  of  strychnine  in  the  10  2  gr. 
powder.    This  was  corroborated  by  Dr.  W.  Drinkwater. 

Mr.  James  Grant  Anderson  deposed  that  he  opened  his  shop 
in  Trinity  Road  in  1901.  He  had  two  other  branch  shops.  The 
accused,  who  was  employed  in  the  Trinity  Road  shop,  was  an 
unqualified  assistant,  and  could  dispense  exalgin  but  not 
strychnine,  except  under  supervision.  Wood  had  been  with 
witness  since  March,  1902.  He  was  highly  recommended  to 
him  as  a  good  man,  and  witness  found  him  careful  and  atten- 
tive to  his  work.  Witness  looked  at  Mrs.  Hope  Robson's  pre- 
scription himself  when  it  came  in,  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Wood 
to  make  it  up.  The  only  time  he  had  made  up  a  prescription 
containing  strychnine-crystals  since  he  opened  the  shop 
was  in  May,  1902.  On  the  morning  in  question,  when  witness 
went  to  the  shop,  he  found  his  assistant  making  up  the 
prescription  for  a  repetition  of  the  powders  which  he  had 
made  up  on  the  Thurday  previously.  Witness  remarked  to 
the  accused 'that  he  would  finish  the  prescription.  Someone 
came  into  the  shop,  however,  and  witness  turned  to  attend 
to  him,  allowing  the  accused  to  finish  the  prescription.  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  bottle  which  contained  the  strychnine- 
crystals  was  labelled  when  last  used  in  May,  1902. 

Another  of  the  witnesses  was  John  Rutherford  Hill, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  said  when  he  saw  Mr. 
Anderson's  poison-cupboard  it  complied  with  the  regula- 
tions, and  he  explained  why.    In  cross-examination  witness 
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admitted  that  exalgin  and  strychnine  were  crystallised  in  the 
same  form,  and  agreed  there  was  a  chance  for  possible  error. 
But  he  could  hardly,  in  this  case,  conceive  how  the  error  was 
made.  Once,  however,  the  wrong  bottle  was  lifted  without  the 
label  having  been  previously  looked  at,  there  was  practically 
nothing  to  notify  the  chemist  of  his  mistake.  Witness 
admitted  that  the  accused  had  given  him  every  facility  in 
investigating  the  circumstances  of  the  accident. 

The  only  two  witnesses  for  the  defence  were  Mr.  A. 
Walker,  chemist,  Ellon,  and  his  brother,  who  is  the  manager 
of  Mr.  Anderson's  shop  in  Newhaven.  They  spoke  of  the 
good  character,  carefulness,  and  trustworthiness  of  the 
accused. 

Mr.  Constable,  in  addressing  the  jury  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoner,  put  forward  the  suggestion  that  each  of  the  bottles 
contained  other  substances,  and  if  in  that  case  the  one 
bottle  contained  the  other  substance  then  Wood  was  not  to 
blame.  Unfortunately,  although  no  doubt  with  the  best 
intention,  the  substances  were  changed  from  the  original 
bottles  before  any  outside  body  could  get  access  to  them. 
The  accident,  he  pointed  out,  occurred  on  a  dark  winter  morn- 
ing, and  when  Wood  made  the  mistake  the  bottle  had  not 
that  distinctive  mark  which  the  Act  of  Parliament  thought 
necessary  to  prescribe  just  in  order  to  avoid  mistakes  being 
made. 

Lord  McLaren,  in  charging  the  jury,  expressed  regret  that 
in  the  working  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  medicines  such  as 
exalgin,  which  were  not  poisons  in  the  real  sense  of  the  word, 
unless  taken  in  very  large  doses,  should  be  kept  in  the  same 
compartment  alorg  with  other  very  deadly  poisons  which 
were  scheduled  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  poisons,  and  which 
required  to  be  handled  with  special  and  particular  care. 
Having  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  that 
Mr.  Anderson  was  to  blame  in  allowing  the  exalgin  to  be 
kept  along  with  strychnine  and  other  scheduled  poisons 
because  that  was  according  to  his  notion  of  how  the  Act  and 
regulations  had  been  worked,  he  hoped  the  attention  of 
the  Society  would  be  directed  to  that  point,  and  that  poisons 
which  were  specially  dangerous  should  not  be  mixed  up  with 
those  drugs  which  were  only  poison  when  taken  in  excess. 
His  Lordship  made  another  general  observation  regarding 
the  regulations  which  prescribed  modes  of  marking  poisons 
to  distinguish  them  from  non-poisonous  drugs.  It  was  an 
extremely  useful  precaution  to  put  poisons  into  colonred  and 
angled  or  fluted  bottles,  and  might  be  the  means  of  saving 
life  in  other  cases.  But  it  would  have  been  of  little  use  in 
this  case.  It  was  suggested  that  Mr.  Anderson  might  be  to 
blame  for  having  put  articles  under  his  special  care  into 
plain  bottles.  If  they  had  all  been  in  green  or  grooved 
bottles  that  might  have  been  a  means  of  identification,  but 
if  all  poisons  were  put  into  such  bottles  and  kept  in  the 
same  place  it  would  offer  no  means  of  distinguishing  one 
poison  from  another.  While  special  marks  might  distinguish 
dangerous  from  non-dangerous  substances,  yet  when  he  was 
making  up  a  prescription  the  only  way  the  druggist  had  of 
making  sure  they  had  the  bottle  containing  the  poison 
in  the  prescription  was  to  read  the  label  pasted  on  the 
bottle.  No  precaution  could  dispense  with  that  necessity. 
It  had  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Constable  for  their  con- 
sideration that  they  had  no  absolute  certainty  whether  the 
bottle  labelled  exalgin  might  not  have  contained  strychnine, 
and  the  strychnine  bottle  exalgin.  That  question  had  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  trial  occurred  to  his  mind,  as  well  as 
whether  the  Crown  should  not  have  had  the  contents  of  the 
bottles  analysed.  He  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Anderson  by 
changing  the  substances  from  the  original  bottles  to  others 
had  rendered  such  an  analysis  useless.  There  was  this  further 
consideration  which  entirely  relieved  them  from  the  con- 
sideration of  that  point,  that  if  they  took  Mr.  Anderson's 
evidence  that  from  the  time  he  entered  the  shop  till  this 
misadventure  the  bottles  had  never  been  replenished,  and 
that  on  six  occasions  exalgin  had  been  prescribed,  and  none 
of  the  six  persons  died  or  suffered,  and  that  two  days 
before  the  fatality  occurred  this  prescription  was  made  up 
and  Mrs.  Robson  had  taken  six  powders  without  suffering 
any  inconvenience,  there  could  be  no  reasonable  suspicion  that 
the  bottles  had  been  changed.  Therefore  whoever  made  up 
the  second  prescription  must  have  mistaken  one  bottle  for 
the  other.  Proceeding  to  deal  with  the  evidence,  his 
Lordship  said  it  struck  him  that  when  the  master  went 
into  the  shop  on  the  morning  in  question  and  offered  to 


take  the  prescription  out  of  the  accused's  hands  he  might 
have  caused  a  momentary  disturbance  of  the  accused's 
ideas,  which  might  have  led  him  to  make  the  mistake. 

The  jury,  after  deliberating  for  eighteen  minutes,  returned 
a  unanimous  verdict  of  not  guilty.  The  verdict  was  received 
with  applause,  and  the  prisoner  was  discharged. 


jfrencb  mews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Atropine  instead  of  Morphine. — Dr.  Michaud,  surgeon 
of  the'  Laos  (Messageries  Maritimes),  died  on  board  this 
steamer  during  her  last  voyage  under  curiously  tragic  cir- 
cumstances. He  was  in  the  habit  of  injecting  morphine, 
but  one  night  made  a  fatal  error  and  injected  atropine. 
Detecting  his  error  almost  immediately,  he  rushed  on  deck, 
where  he  found  two  army  surgeons.  They  were  powerless  to 
assist  him  :  he  died  in  an  hour,  detailing  his  symptoms  to- 
his  two  colleagues,  who  thus  noted,  it  is  stated,  valuable 
indications  on  the  effects  of  the  drug. 

French  Patent  Medicines  Abroad. — The  French 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Constantinople  publishes  some 
figures  which  give  some  idea  of  the  popularity  of  French 
proprietary  articles  in  European  countries.  Greece,  in  1899, 
imported  specialities  to  the  value  of  68,178f.,  of  which  64  879 f. 
was  for  French  goods.  In  the  Bulgarian  returns  France 
figures  for  18,365f.  of  powders,  pills,  and  medicated  wines,. 
Austi-ia  coming  second  with  3,732f.  In  Roumania  France 
still  leads  with  175,930f.,  but  Austria  follows  close  with 
149,280f.,  which,  added  to  Germany's  74.550f.,  practically 
divides  the  total  between  the  Latins  and  Teutons.  But  onj 
medicated  wines  it  is  "  France  first  and  the  rest  nowhere," 
for  her  figure  is  228,168f.  out  of  a  total  of  249,900f. 

The  Trading-stamp  System  is  probably  familiar  to 
English  pharmacists.  The  system  is  in  use  in  provincial 
towns  in  France.  Having  to  make  a  small  purchase  in  a 
pharmacy  where  I  noticed  one  of  these  stamp-books,  I  made 
inquiries.  "  It's  simple  enough,"  explained  the  pharmacist, 
with  the  affability  and  lucidity  of  his  class.  "  Here  is  a  bock 
containing  1,000  stamps  of  the  nominal  value  of  2c.  apiece, 
in  gummed  and  perforated  sheets.  I  pay  20f .  for  it,  and  give 
one  stamp  to  every  purchaser  of  50c.  worth  of  goods.  That 
servant  who  came  in  just  now  bought  a  patent  worth  3  50f., 
and  you  saw  I  gave  her  seven  stamps.  She  pastes  them  on 
a  form,  and,  when  she  has  a  sufficient  number,  goes  round  to 
the  company's  warehouse  and  chooses  whatever  she  likes  to 
the  value  of  her  stamps.  They  have  all  sorts  of  things,  I 
believe,  crockery  and  so  on,  but  I  do  not  have  to  trouble 
about  all  that." 

The  Alcohol  Question. — The  long  discussion  on  the 
alcohol  question  at  the  Academy  of  Medicine  terminated 
last  week  by  the  adoption  (jiem.  con.)  of  three  conclusions  : 
(1)  The  Academy  declares  all  natural  and  artificial  essences, 
without  exception,  and  spirituous  solutions  are  dangerous  and 
harmful  beverages.  (Z)  The  Academy  declares  that  as  the 
danger  of  these  beverages  results  alike  from  the,  essential 
oils  and  the  alcohol  which  they  contain,  they  should  be 
prohibited  (no  matter  what  their  base)  or,  at  least,  taxed  so 
heavily  that  the  cost  would  be  practically  prohibitive. 
(3)  The  Academy  particularly  points  out  the  danger  of 
"aperatifs  "  when  taken  on  an  empty  stomach.  The  fact  of 
these  beverages  being  taken  before  meals  renders  their 
absorption  more  rapid  and  their  toxicity  more  active.  As  a 
rider,  it  is  added,  "  The  Academy  expresses  the  hope  that 
effective  measures  will  be  taken  to  reduce  the  number  of 
retail  drink-shops." 

Denatured  Alcohol.— M.  Viger,  ex-Miuister  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Chairman  of  the  Alcohol  Congress,  button  holed 
President  Loubet  just  as  he  was  about  to  leave  the  Agri- 
cultural Show  last  week,  and  drew  his  attention  to  an  inte- 
resting diagram.  This  showed  that  while  Germany  produces 
4.000,000  hectolitres  of  alcohol  yearly  and  France  2,656  000, 
1,161,000  hectolitres  are  "industrially  utilised"  by  the 
Germans  and  only  221,000  by  the  French.  M.  Loubet 
questioned  M.  Viger  on  the  subject,  and  elicited  that  one 
reason  is  that  denaturants  are  very  much  more  expen- 
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sive  in  France,  and  it  is,  therefore,  more  difficult  for  the 
French  distiller  to  put  his  product  on  the  market  in  a  methyl- 
ated form  at  an  acceptable  price.  When  the  President  had 
thus  got  to  the  root  of  the  matter  he  hastened  away  to 
luncheon. 

Benedictins'  Dentifrice. — The  publication  of  M.  Ra- 
foier's  report  on  the  Congregations  or  monastic  bodies  of 
France  is  just  now  the  great  topic  of  conversation  in 
political  circles,  as  well  as  the  object  of  fierce  debates  in 
the  French  Parliament.  Every  day  has  its  humorous  side  ; 
and  the  comic  incident  is  in  this  case  furnished  by  M.  Henri 
Brisson.  Having  been  asked  to  write  a  preface  to  M.  Rabier's 
report,  he  commenced,  in  true  "  boulevardier "  style: 
"  When  I  go  home  of  an  evening,  crossing  the  Place  de 
TOpSra,  my  eyes  are  dazzled  by  the  advertisements  of  the 
Benedictins  of  Soulac  in  favour  of  their  tooth-wash.  You 
make  no  mention  of  them  ;  doubtless,  they  have' not  asked 
authorisation."  M.  du  Perier  du  Larsac,  one  of  the  deputies 
for  the  Gironde,  wrote  to  M.  Brisson  suggesting  he  should 
modify  this,  as  the  religious  community  in  question  has  long 
since  ceased  to  exist.  M.  du  Perier  has  been  Mayor  of 
Soulac  for  twenty  years,  and  assures  M.  Brisson  he 
could  have  told  him  there  are  no  Benedictins  at  Soulac, 
"  no  more  than  there  are  Bourbons  at  the  Palais-Bourbon. 
I  could  have  told  you,"  adds  he,  "  that  the  dentifrice  of 
which  the  luminous  advertisement  dazzles  you  belongs  to 
.Madame  Seguin.  This'  lady,  who  has  nothing  to  do  with 
any  religious  community  whatever,  is  the  widow  of  a  Bor- 
deaux pharmacist,  who  bought  the  trade-mark  (about  1867 
•or  1868)  of  a  monk  whose  monastery  closed  in  1880  and  has 
not  been  re-established."  Both  buyer  and  seller  died  more 
■than  fifteen  years  ago. 


South  Hfrican  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note.— The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
tthe  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz.  :— 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Transvaal  Items. — Business  on  the  Rand  continues  good, 
■and  merchandise  is  at  length  coming  forward  from  the 
■coast  with  more  expedition.  The  coast  agents  promise  that 
in  future  all  goods  arriving  will  go  direct  from  the  boats  to 
the  railway-trucks.  Unfortunately  Johannesburg  merchants 
.have  heard  this  kind  of  thing  before,  and  will  only  believe  it 
when  it  is  an  accomplished  fact. — Several  chemists  in 
Johannesburg  are  looking  out  for  iron  sheds  to  store  larger 
surplus  stock,  and  they  are  now  allowed  to  keep  goods  in 
private,  bond  in  the  town. — Exporters  who  desire  to  get 
goods  forward  quickly  should  always  brand  their  packages 
"  Transit." 

Plague  in  Natal. — The  thorough  manner  in  which  the 
Plague  Administration  Department  went  to  work,  writes  our 
Natal  correspondent,  has  almost  effectually  stamped  out  the 
iplague  in  its  initial  stage.  Various  notices  to  be  observed 
by  householders  and  owners  of  business  premises,  have  been 
freely  advertised  in  the  local  Press,  and  every  means  taken 
to  see  that  due  precautions  are  carried  out.  In  several 
•cases,  notably  those  stores  containing  forage,  where  plague- 
rats  have  been  found,  the  premises  have  been  burned  down 
by  order  of  the  P.A.D.  under  the  control  of  the  fire-brigade. 
Anyone  finding  a  dead  rat  on  the  premises  and  not  giving 
notice  to  the  authorities  is  liable  to  a  conviction,  and  should 
the'  rat  prove  to  be  "  bubonic,"  and,  in  consequence,  the 
premises  had  to  be  burned  down,  no  compensation  would  be 
allowed.  Up  to  the  present  only  two  Europeans  have  died 
of  the  disease,  and  these  were  too  far  advanced  before  re- 
ceiving attention  by  the  proper  authorities.  Both  Europeans 
and  natives  assert  that  on  all  occasions  they  received 
exceptionally  good  treatment,  and  that  "  life  in  hospital " 
■was  something  to  be  gratefully  remembered. 


Hmertcan  1ftote0. 

Reached  the  Hub. — Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of 
Detroit,  have  leased  a  large  store  at  No.  83  Washington 
Street,  North  Boston.  The  situation  is  admirable,  and  Mr. 
Henry  Thornton,  formerly  one  of  the  firm's  Pennsylvania 
representatives,  will  have  charge  of  the  branch. 

New  York  Drug  Club. — The  annual  meeting  of  tha 
Governors  of  the  Drug  Club  was  held  at  New  York  last 
month.  The  following  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Mr. 
Jesse  L.  Hopkins  (of  J.  L.  Hopkins  &  Co.) ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs.  William  S.  Gray  and  W.  A.  Hamann ;  Secretary,  Mr. 
Harry  Hall ;  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  Alexander  Robb.  The 
Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  $2,301.51. 

"  Not  Guilty." — President  Roosevelt  has  recently  been 
upbraiding  his  fellow-citizens  for  endeavouring  to  shun  the 
responsibilities  of  parenthood.  Whereupon  Mr.  Ruben  T. 
Bower,  pharmacist,  of  Detroit,  got  a  photograph  of  himself, 
his  wife  and  twelve  children,  and  sent  a  copy  to  the  Presi- 
dent, endorsed  "  Not  Guilty."  A  personal  reply  came 
promptly  from  White  House,  congratulating  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bower  on  "  their  really  satisfactory  American  family."  A 
reproduction  of  the  group-photograph  appears  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Era. 

Poisonous  Proprietaries. — Mr.  Salus,  of  Philadelphia, 
has  introduced  a  Bill  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
regulate  the  sale  of  poisonous  or  narcotic  drugs  or  medicines 
and  patent  or  proprietary  medicines  containing  poisons  or 
narcotic  substances,  and  makes  it  unlawful  to  sell  or  to 
furnish  such  except  on  an  order  or  prescription  by  a  regular 
physician  authorised  to  practise  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
It  has  the  one  reserve  of  not  interfering  with  the  practice  of 
dentists  and  veterinarians,  who  are  obliged  to  use  narcotics 
in  their  practice,  and  takes  effect  September  1,  1903.  The 
penalty  for  violation  is  $100  fine  or  six  months  in  gaol. 

Decree  Granted. — A  final  decree  has  been  granted  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  State  in  the  case  of  Fair- 
child  Brothers  &  Foster  against  John  H.  Eberhardt  and  others 
whereby  the  latter,  their  assistants  and  agents  "  are  enjoined 
and  restrained  perpetually  from  selling  or  dispensing  any 
essence  of  pepsine  or  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  any 
sort  or  kind  whatsoever,  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiff, 
in  imitation  of,  or  in  substitution  for,  Fairchild's  essence  of 
pepsine  whenever  the  same  is  prescribed  or  asked  for,  and 
from  representing  by  any  word  or  action  that  any  preparation 
sold  by  said  defendants,  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiffs, 
is  Fairchild's  essence  of  pepsine."  The  decree  carries  with 
it  costs  and  an  extra  allowance  of  $250. 

Essence-of-ginger  Case. — The  jury  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
George  A.  Brehm,  of  Cecil  County,  who  sued  Gilbert  Brothers 
&  Co.,  of  North  Howard  Street,  Baltimore,  for  $30,000 
damages  on  the  ground  that  essence  of  ginger  prepared  by 
the  firm  with  wood-alcohol,  could  not  agree,  and,  after  having 
been  out  for  twenty  hours,  were  dismissed.  Four  other 
cases  are  pending — three  for  blindness  and  one  for  death— 
also  the  alleged  result  of  drinking  this  firm's  essence  of 
ginger.  The  Brehm  trial  began  on  January  22  and  extended 
over  fourteen  days.  Experts  were  introduced  by  both  sides, 
and  testified  that  the  wood-alcohol  in  the  essence  of  ginger 
caused  or  did  not  cause  blindness,  according  to  the  side  for 
which  they  had  been  cited  to  appear.  The  cost  of  the  trial 
to  the  defendants  is  estimated  at  nearly  $10,000.  About 
fifty  witnesses  were  examined. 

Not  so  Bad,  after  All.— The  wholesale  allegations 
against  the  honesty  of  New  York  druggists,  aroused  by  the 
publication  of  the  recent  Health  Department  Report  regard- 
ing phenacetiu,  have  been  considerably  disproved  recently. 
Cream  of  tartar  has  vindicated  the  druggists,  as  shown  by 
the  report  of  the  Department  chemists.  Eighty-six  samples 
were  collected  from  grocers;  thirty-seven  of  these  were 
found  to  be  adulterated  and  thirteen  did  not  contain  a  trace 
of  cream  of  tartar.  All  of  the  twenty-nine  samples  collected 
from  druggists  were  found  to  be  pure.  The  Department  is 
also  sampling  iodine,  camphorated  oil,  Rochelle  salts,  &c. 
Of  the  samples  of  cream  of  tartar  collected  from  the  grocers, 
some  contained  starch,  alum,  acid  phosphate  of  calcium, 
others  starch,  alum,  and  cream  of  tartar,  two  were  alum  and 
acid  phosphate,  and  one  was  plain  bicarbonate  of  soda. 
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jfestMtles. 


Footballers'  Smoker. 

The  utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed  at  the  Horns  Assembly 
Rooms,  Kennington  Park,  S.E.,  on  the  evening  of  March  12, 
when  the  first  smoking-concert  of  the  Inter-Pharmacy 
Football  League  took  place.  Mr.  M.  Carteighe  was  to  have 
taken  the  chair,  but  was  too  unwell  to  be  present,  his  place 
being  taken  by  Professor  H.  C.  Greenish.  In  presenting  the 
challenge  cup  and  medals  to  the  Square  Football  Club  the 
Chairman  said  he  thought  it  a  very  happy  inspiration  of 
Mr.  Watson- Will  to  give  the  cup,  and  he  was  sorry  that 
gentleman  was  unable  to  be  present.  Everyone  would  agree 
with  him  (the  speaker)  that  Saturday  afternoon  is  not  meant 
for  work.  (Loud  cheers.)  Mr.  B.  Collett  (captain),  after 
receiving  the  cup,  said  he  thought  the  concert  a  very  good 
idea,  as  it  enabled  them  to  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  after 
their  many  battles.  The  London  College  must  have  realised 
during  the  last  few  weeks  the  truth  of  the  sayicg  "There's 
many  a  slip,"  &c,  but  had  fought  it  out  to  the  last  like 
British  sportsmen.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
Chairman,-  and  also  t)  the  musical  director,  Mr.  Sidney 
Jamieson,  who  had  prepared  and  carried  through  a  most 
popular  programme. 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  capital  dinner  and  a  most  pleasant  evening  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  full  muster  of  members  of  this 
Association  on  March  12.  The  occasion  was  the  fourth 
annual  dinner,  which  was  held  at  the  Star  Hotel,  the 
President  (Mr.  W.  S.  Poll)  presiding.  After  the  loyal  toasts 
had  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  J.  S.  Shearman  proposed  "The 
Association."  Speaking  on  the  various  topics  that  had 
occupied  the  members  during  the  past  year,  he  strongly 
condemned  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee,  and  hoped 
the  Association  would  heartily  support  Mr.  Walter  Hills's 
report.  He  expressed  the  pleasure  of  all  to  have  the 
President  in  the  chair  for  their  fourth  dinner,  and  hoped 
he  would  long  continue  to  help  and  guide  the  Association. 
The  Chairman  briefly  replied. 

Sunderland  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Sunderland  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  Grand  Hotel  on  March  11.  The 
President  (the  Mayor,  Councillor  Turnbull,  J. P.)  occupied 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  the  ex-Mayor  (Councillor 
Kirtley),  Aldermen  Coates,  Burns,  Ranken,  and  Harrison, 
Councillor  Annison,  Drs.  Scurfield  and  Middlemiss,  Principal 
Branford,  Mr.  F.  M.  Bowey,  Mr.  T.  W.  Bryers,  Mr.  C.  Ridley 
(Newcastle),  and  Mr.  W.  Atkins  (Newcastle).  Also  present 
were  Messrs.  R.  H.  Bell  ("Vice-President),  John  Mitchinson 
(Hon.  Treasurer),  A.  W.  G>  lightly  (Hon.  Secretary),  Councillor 
Thompson,  Messrs.  G.  P.  Fairman,  Thos.  Watson,  C.  Ranken, 
A.  D.  Purse,  J.  G.  Harrison,  Robt.  Robinson,  W.  W.  Leadbitter, 
McLaren,  Anderson,  Whightman  (Seaham  Harbour),  E.  C. 
Dobinson,  F.  Ranken,  D.  Ranken,  James  Peacock,  C.  Francis, 
J.  W.  Campbell,  Captain  Baird,  and  William  Kerse.  After 
dinner  and  the  loyal  toasts,  Principal  Branford  submitted 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  which  was  responded  to  by 
Alderman  Harrison ;  "  The  Mayor  and  Corporation,"  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  C.  Ranken,  responded  to  by  the  Mayor  ;  "  The 
Sunderland  Chemists'  and  Kindred  Associations,"  by  Coun- 
cillor Kirtley,  responded  to  by  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Ridley  ; 
and  "  Our  Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Bell,  and  re- 
sponded to  by  Alderman  Burns  and  Councillor  Annison. 

The  Cricket-championship  League. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  March  18,  the  third  grand  concert 
of  the  Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists' Cricket-champion- 
ship League  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall.  It  showed 
a  distinct  advance  upon  previous  concerts  both  in  attendance 
and  talent.  The  ladies  who  sang  were  Madame  Alice 
Motherway,  Madame  Edith  Hands,  and  Miss  Clarisse  Henry, 
of  whom  we  do  not  dare  say  who  was  the  favourite,  as  all 
delighted  the  audience.  The  songs  given  by  Messrs.  W.  L. 
Cockburn,  W.  H.  Berry,  Harry  Briden,  and  Will  E.  Edwards 
were  deservedly  encored  ;  Mr.  Alex.  Edwards's  cornet-solos 
had  to  be  repeated  ;  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Bohee,  a  coloured  gentle- 
man, showed  how  the  banjo  can  be  played ;  and  Mr.  Ernest 


Cherry's  "  Famous  Faces  "  was  a  splendid  demonstration  of 
how  a  man  can  change  his  face  to  represent  varied  historical 
and  living  characters.  Altogether  the  entertainment  re- 
flected credit  upon  the  committee  and  stewards  (Messrs.  E. 
Sibley,  A.  M.  Cheyne,  and  C.  Gordon  Cowen)  who  organise'! 
it.  Before  the  interval  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Peter  MacEwan) 
presented  the  challenge-cup  to  Mr.  J.  Collett  Smith,  the 
captain  of  the  winning  eleven  (the  Wellcome  C.C.),  who 
have  secured  it  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession.  Mr. 
MacEwan  hoped  arrangements  could  be  made  to  admit 
provincial  elevens  to  the  competition,  and  Mr.  Smith,  in  the 
course  of  a  brief  reply,  heartily  wished  there  were  more 
competitors  for  the  cup,  as  the  competition  has  been  very 
serviceable  in  promoting  good  fellowship  amongst  wholesale 
men. 

Boots'  Athletes  Merry. 

The  annual  concert  promoted  by  the  members  of  the 
Boots'  Athletic  Club  took  place  on  March  12  in  the  Meadows- 
Hall,  Nottingham.  An  excellent  programme  had  been 
arranged,  and  the  artistes  included  Miss  F.  Stapleton 
(soprano),  Miss  M.  Green  (contralto),  Mr.  J.  F.  Pearson  (tenor), 
Mr.  J.  T.  Elliot  (baritone),  Mr.Tom  Smith  (humourist),  and  Mr. 
S.  E.  Gunn  (instrumentalist),  while  Mr.  A.  Williamson  acted; 
as  accompanist. 


Business  Cfoanoes. 


Mr.  A.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  Reigate,  has  solor 
his  business  to  Mr.  E.  Fisher. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Bunker,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
branch  pharmacy  at  York  Street,  Twickenham. 

Dr.  Hogyes  Asbestos  Sock  Company  have  removed  from. 
18  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  to  67  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G.. 

In  consequence  of  improvements  in  High  Street,  Bromley 
Kent,  Mr.  Richard  Skinner,  horjKCopathic  chemist,  is  remov- 
ing to  new  premises  at  26  Widmore  Road,  Brom'.ey,  Kent. 

Mr.  E.  E.  Comer,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Watton, 
Norfolk,  has  purchased  the  business  at  Eye,  Suffolk, 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Nurse,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Messrs.  John  Walsh  (Limited),  one  of  the  leading 
firms  of  drapers  in  Sheffield,  whose  palatial  premises  are 
one  of  the  main  attractions  in  High  Street,  have  opened  a- 
drug-department. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Appleton,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  has  been 
in  business  in  High  Street,  Attercliffe,  for  many  years,  has 
removed,  having  opened  a  shop  near  the  Ichurch  at  Darnall. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Appleton,  chemist  and  druggist,  his  son,  has  taken' 
over  the  Walkley  Pharmacy,  at  the  other  side  of  the  city. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Hues,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Great 
Malvern,  has  purchased  the  businesses  at  65  High  Street  and? 
in  the  Arcade,  Rhyl,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Percy  J. 
Ashfield,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  businesses  will  be  con- 
tinued on  modern  lines  under  the  style  of  "  Ashfield  &.  Co., 
the  Rhyl  Drug-stores." 

The  recipes,  trading-rights,  and  goodwill  of  the  business 
of  Thomas  Bigg's  sheep  and  lamb  dipping  composition, 
cattle-medicines,  embrocation,  footrot-lotion,  scab-specific, 
&c,  together  with  the  plant,  stock-in-trade,  and  lease  of  the 
premises  at  Leicester  House,  11^  Great  Dover  Street,. 
Borough,  S.E.,  have  been  purchased  by  Messrs.  Bartletfr 
Hooper  &  Co.,  208  Boro'  High  Street,  S.E. 

The  business  of  Morris  Banks  &  Co.  in  the  Bull  Ring,  Bir- 
mingham, which  is  now  for  sale  by  tender,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  in  the  Midlands.  The  original  Morris- 
Banks  made  a  large  fortune  during  the  Crimean  War  if> 
supplying  wool,  bandages,  &c,  for  the  wounded.  At  his 
death  the  business  was  sold  to  Mr.  William  Jones,  who,  it- 
is  rumoured,  paid  3,000'.  for  the  goodwill  alone.  After- 
wards it  became  merged  into  thatof  the  Midland  Apothecaries' 
Company,  and  latterly  it  has  been  in  the  hands  of  trustees. 
Neither  Mr.  Prosser  nor  Mr.  W.  Jones  have  now  any  interest  in 
the  concern,  the  former  being  a  proprietor  of  large  drug- 
mills  at  Hockley,  and  the  latter  having  purchased  a  business 
:  in  the  quaint  old  town  of  Tewkesbury. 
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Ml  inter  Session* 


Chemical  Society. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Wednesday* 
March  18,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  President 
(Professor  Emerson  Reynolds,  F.R.S.),  who  announced  that  the 
Council  had  received  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  Fellows 
asking  that  a  limit  might  be  placed  to  the  periodTor  which 

The  Secretaryship  of  the  Society 

could  be  held.  A  reference  to  this  petition  has  already 
appeared  in  our  columns  (December  13,  1902,  page  966). 
The  Council  have  considered  this  petition,  and  adopted  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  is  inadvisable  that  the 
secretaryship  should  be  held  by  one  person  for  indefinitely 
long  periods,  but  they  do  not  propose  to  suggest  any  limit. 
The  first  paper  was  communicated  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman  on 

Essential  Oil  of  Hops. 

In  a  previous  paper  the  author  has  shown  that  the  principal 
constituent  of  the  oil  is  the  sesquiterpene,  humulene.  The 
present  paper  shows  that  oil  distilled  during  the  last  three 
years  from  Bavarian  and  Californian  hops  possesses  a  very 
slight  optical  rotation,  either  dextro-  or  lasvo-,  and  consists 
essentially  of  humulene  and  the  olefinic  terpene  myrcene 
(first  isolated  by  Drs.  Power  and  Kleber  from  oil  of  bay),  and, 
in  addition,  small  quantities  of  geraniol,  linalool,  linalyl 
isononoate,  and  a  diterpene. 

In  the  course  of  a  discussion  Dr.  Tilden  pointed  out 
that  since  all  the  constituents  isolated  are  optically  inactive, 
there  must  be  at  least  one  other  substance  present  to  account 
for  the  small  optical  rotation  of  the  original  oil,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  this  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  occurrence  of 
a  small  quantity  of  pinene  in  the  lower  boiling  fractions. 

Dr.  Power  drew  attention  to  some  work  which  has  been 
done  recently  in  comparing  the  action  of  nitrous  acid  upon 
inyrcene  and  Para  rubber,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
former  is  one  of  the  "underlying"  hydrocarbons  of  rubber 
and  might  possibly  turn  out  to  be  the  true  terpene  polymeride 
of  isoprene. 

Mr.  Chapman,  in  reply,  stated  that  it  is  quite  possible  that 
traces  of  undiscovered  constituents  exist  in  the  oil,  but  the 
prohibitive  cost,  which  was  over  121.  for  the  500  c.c.  of  oil 
he  had  obtained,  prevented  fractional  distillation  on  the 
large  scale  necessary  for  their  detection.  This  paper  was 
followed  by  a  second  from  the  same  author  on  a  compound 
of 

Dextrose  and  Aluminium  Hydroxide, 

which  is  precipitated  when  the  sugar  is  added  to  a  solution 
of  aluminium  chloride  in  alcohol  followed  by  excess  of 
ammonia;  it  has  the  composition  3C(iH].,0,-,5Al.J0.j,llH._,0, 
and  is  a  white  amorphous  substance  which  chars  at  150°  C. 

Dr.  Crossley  and  Mr.  Haas  then  contributed  the  results 
of  a  further  study  of  the  action  of  phosphorus  haloids  on 
dihydroresorcinols. 

These  authors  were  followed  by  Messrs.  Dobbie,  Lauder, 
and  Tinkler  with  a  contribution  on 

The  Constitution  of  Cotarnine. 

This  decomposition  product  of  narcotine  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  many  expert  alkaloidal  chemists,  but  the  various 
constitutional  formulas  assigned  to  it  have  never  satisfac- 
torily explained  the  fact  that  the  alkaloid  is  colourless  (as 
are  also  its  solutions  in  non-dissociating  solvents  such  as 
ether  and  chloroform),  whilst  the  salts  and  solutions  of  the 
alkaloid  in  alcohol  and  water  are  distinctly  yellow.  Quite 
recently  Hantszch  has  stated  that  there  is  no  experimental 
evidence  available  to  decide  between  the  formulas  so  far 
proposed.  The  authors  have  applied  the  absorption-spectrum 
method  to  this  case,  and  show  that  the  formulas  proposed  by 
Decker  for  the  alkaloid  and  its  salts  are  the  most  probable. 

The  next  communication,  which  described 

The  Effect  of  Heat  on  Mercurous  Nitrite, 
was  sent  in  by  Dr.  Ray  and  Mr.  Sen,  of  the  Madras  Presi- 
dency College,  and  was  read  for  the  authors  by  Dr.  Divers, 
who,  however,  thought  that  a  better  explanation  of  the 


formation  of  mercuric  oxide  in  this  reaction  could  be  given 
than  that  submitted  by  the  authors. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  with  the  announcement 
that  the  annual  meeting  would  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
March  25,  at  4.30,  which  is  also  the  date  of  the  annual 
dinner. 


North  Staffordshire  Chemists'  Association. 

One  of  the  largest-attended  meetings  of  this  Association  for 
a  long  time  past  was  held  on  March  12  at  the  Roebuck 
Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Mr.  J.  Averill  (President),  of  Stafford, 
in  the  chair. 

After  the  minutes  had  been  passed  a  reply  was  read  from 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council  backing  up  their  inspector 
in  the  matter  of  the  recent  mercury-ointment  prosecutions. 

Mr.  Challinor  (Fenton)  was  proposed  as  a  member  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Walshaw's  election-address  was  brought  before  the 
meeting  and  read,  and,  after  discussion,  it  was  decided  to 
leave  the  matter  for  the  present. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Benger  acknowledging  the 
vote  of  condolence  passed  by  the  Association  at  the  last 
meeting. 

The  next  business  of  the  evening  was  the  reading  of  a 
paper  by  Mr.  Ernest  M.  Mellor,  of  Hanley  (late  of 
Uttoxeter),  on  the 

Report  of  the  Poisons  Committee,  and  Criticism. 

In  his  introductory  remarks  Mr.  Mellor  drew  attention  to 
Mr.  Paterson's  paper  read  before  the  Aberdeen  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  in  which  the  conditions  precedent  and 
leading  up  to  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  were  reviewed,  and  in 
which  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the  restrictions  as  to  sale  of 
poisons  laid  down  by  Parliament  in  1868  were  considered 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  and  were  made  law 
solely  on  that  ground.  He  then  stated  briefly  what  duties 
the  Committee  on  Poisons  were  appointed  to  carry  out,  and 
ran  through  paragraphs  1  to  9  of  the  report,  which  give 
an  idea  of  the  method  in  which  the  Committee  approached 
their  work.  After  touching  shortly  on  other  parts  of  the 
report,  he  said  time  would  not  permit  him  to  deal  with  Mr. 
Cross's  supplementary  report.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Conrad 
Beck  entirely  nullified  it  so  far  as  photography  was  con- 
cerned. Mr.  Walter  Hills's  minority  report  was  a  splendid  refu- 
tation of  that  of  the  majority  so  far  as  the  recommendations 
as  to  the  sale  of  poisonous  compounds  for  purposes  connected 
with  agriculture,  &c. 

Mr.  Mellor  gave  the  salient  points  of  the  case  for  and 
against  alteration  of  the  law  on  the  ground  of  (1)  incon- 
venience to  farmers,  &c  ,  (2)  expense  incurred  by  them.  As 
regards  inconvenience,  he  was  forced  to  the  conclusion  which 
Mr.  Hills  put  so  tersely  in  his  admirable  minority  report — 
viz.,  "the  evidence  is  not  convincing  that  under  the  present 
conditions  any  serious  practical  inconvenience  has  been 
experienced  by  the  bond- fide  user  in  obtaining  supplies  of 
poisonous  compounds  for  the  use  of  agriculture  and  horti- 
culture.'' As  regards  expense,  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
did  not  say  that  they  found  the  existing  regulations  enhance 
the  price  might  be  taken  as  indicating  that  the  attack  along 
that  line  had  utterly  failed. 

As,  however,  the  Committee  seemed  to  have  practically 
ignored  the  actual  buyers  and  users  of  the  compounds  under 
consideration,  the  speaker  had  made  inquiries  of  the 
principal  farmers  and  horticulturists  in  the  Uttoxeter 
district  cf  the  Dove  Valley,  with  which  he  was  well 
acquainted,  and  which  may  be  considered  in  or  near  to 
the  West  Midland  district  to  which  Mr.  Bowen  Jones  referred, 
while  it  may  also  be  taken  as  typical  EDglish  agricultural 
land.  The  farmers,  some  of  whom  are  also  horticulturists, 
one  and  all  say  that  they  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  sheep- 
dip,  weed-killer,  &c,  and  certainly  prefer  going  to  the 
chemist  for  it.  One  farmer  volunteered  the  statement  that 
an  ironmonger  would  not  know  how  to  advise  as  to  the  use  of 
sheep-dip  so  well  as  a  chemist.  They  all  agreed  that  no 
advantage  would  arise,  and  possibly  much  mischief  might 
be  done,  if  unqualified  men  were  authorised  to  deal  with 
poisons.  They  do  not  desire  any  change  in  this  district, 
and  would  not  make  any  if  they  could.  The  statement  made 
by  a  witness  that  chemists  do  not  push  the  sale  of  these 
compounds  is  not  true.    As  regards  horticulture  on  a  large 
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scale,  Mr.  E.  Gilman,  head  gardener  of  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury's  estates,  wrote  from  Alton  Towers  as  follows : 
"  I  use  a  big  lot  of  weed-destroyer  and  insecticides,  and 
have  no  difficulty  in  getting  them."  Mr.  Mellor  next  read 
letters  he  had  received  from  leading  gardeners.  The  first 
was  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  gardener,  in  which  Mr. 
Chester  expressed  the  opinion  that  seedsmen  and  dealers  in 
horticultural  sundries  might  be  allowed  to  supply  poisonous 
compounds  for  horticultural  purposes  under  proper 
restrictions.  No  inconvenience  in  obtaining  poisons  was 
mentioned.  The  next  letter  was  from  Mr.  Bunting,  gardener 
to  the  Right  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanbury,  M.P.,  Ham  Hall,  Ash- 
bourne, in  which  the  writer  said  : 

I  beg  to  state  that  for  my  part  I  have  never  been  put  to  any 
nconvenience  with  same,  and  I  might  state  that  I  use  something 
like  80  tins  of  patent  powder  weed-destroyor  (sometimes  more) 
every  year,  and  various  other  poisonous  compounds,  and  have 
never  been  put  to  any  trouble  whatever.  ...  I  think  the  views 
taken  by  most  gardeners  are  very  often  that  there  are  two 
accounts  instead  of  one,  as  all  garden-sundries  are  ordered  with 
seed-list,  and  perhaps  another  view  is  that  it  makes  a  differentia- 
tion in  the  amount  of  discount  they  expect.  I  think,  summing  the 
whole  thing  up  in  a  few  words,  there  must  be  restrictions  put  on 
such  things,  and  for  my  own  part  in  thinking  the  best  remedy  is 
for  it  to  remain  precisely  as- it  is  now.  Who  is  a  more  fit  person 
to  sell  such  things  than  a  registered  chemist,  as  all  such  sales  are 
to  be  entered  for  further  reference  ? 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  even  if  a  farmer  is 
miles  away  from  a  chemist  in  most  cases  he  goes  regularly 
to  market,  and  all  market  towns  and  many  villages  have 
their  chemist  or  chemists.  The  farmer  also  knows  weeks 
beforehand  how  much  sheep-dip  he  will  require.  The 
gardener,  too,  knows  when  he  will  require  weed-killer,  so 
that  even  if  these  compounds  have  to  be  obtained  from  a 
considerable  distance  no  practical  inconvenience  is  caused. 

Mr.  Mellor  then  passed  on  to  the  most  serious  aspect  of 
the  case — 

THE  DANGER  TO  THE  PUBLIC 

if  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  become  law.  After 
reviewing  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  and  the 
pharmaceutical  witnesses,  which  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee passed  over,  the  speaker  said  it  seemed  to  him  that 
if  the  restrictions  be  relaxed  some  terrible  tragedy  or 
tragedies  would  occur  before  long.  As  regards  the  receptacle 
for  arsenical  dips,  the  paper  packet  is,  for  several  reasons, 
the  safest  as  long  as  the  present  restrictions  as  to  sale  hold 
good.  Mr.  Mellor  next  read  letters  received  from  Coroners, 
medical  men,  and  the  Chief  Constable  of  Staffordshire. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Cull,  Coroner  for  N.E.  Staffordshire,  wrote : 

I  am  one  of  those  who  hold  the  opinion  that  the  restrictions 
should  be  increased  rather  than  diminished.  In  view  of  the 
fearful  uses  and  the  mischief  resulting  from  poisons,  I  think  trade 
interests  must  yield  to  even  stricter  impositions  than  at  present 
exist.  Any  increase  in  price  in  the  article  should  fall  on  the 
consumer,  whose  interests  are  being  safeguarded. 

Mr.  W.  Morgan,  the  Stafford  Coroner,  remarked  : 

In  my  opinion  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  arsenical  weed-killers, 
&c,  by  seedsmen,  ironmongers,  and  other  traders  is  greatly  to  be 
deprecated,  and  only  registered  chemists,  druggists,  and  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  should  have  the  power  to  offer  such  articles  for 
sale. 

Dr.  T.  Bamford,  Uttoxeter,  wrote : 

It  is  very  surprising  that  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  further 
legalise  the  sale  of  poison  to  the  public  by  any  but  legally  qualified 
chemists.  The  evils  of  allowing  any  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry  to  sell 
poisons  under  any  conditions  cannot  be  exaggerated.  The  result 
would  be  too  serious  to  think  of,  and  if  such  a  law  were  ever 
passed  the  fatal  "  accident  "  would  be  as  frequent  as  are  the 
so-called  "  accidents "  caused  by  children  being  allowed  to  use 
firearms.    In  my  opinion,  if  any  further  legislation  is  required  it 

:  one  that  would  still  further  regulate  the  sale  of  poisons  to 
protect  the  public  against  themselves. 

Dr.  B.  Heywood  Herbert,  Uttoxeter,  wrote  : 

It  is  undoubtedly  my  opinion  that  any  relaxation  of  the  present 
restrictions  would  involve  serious  danger  to  the  public  generally. 
It  would  be  particularly  objectionable  in  any  trade  when  articles 
of  food  are  also  exposed  for  sale. 

Captain  the  Hon.  G.  A.  Anson,  Chief  Constable  of  Stafford- 
shire, wrote : 


I  do  not  think  there  is  much  danger,  from  a  criminal  point  of 
view,  in  the  sale  of  sheep-dips  from  any  source,  whether  from 
grocers,  ironmongers,  or  any  other  tradesmen.  These  things  are 
already  purchased  in  such  large  quantities  that  those  persons  who 
might  be  inclined  to  make  any  criminal  use  of  them  have  already 
ample  facilities  for  doing  so,  and,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes 
there  is  not  much  probability  that  sheep-dips  are  put  to  such  use. 
But  as  regards  any  accidental  misuse,  there  is  certainly  more 
danger,  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  easier  the  sale, 
is  the  more  risk  there  is  of  ascidents,  owing  to  carelessness,  &c. 
So  long  as  the  trade  is  carried  on  under  restrictions  and  only 
through  chemists  and  druggists,  I  think  people  are  likely  to  realise 
the  necessity  of  treating  the  dips  as  dangerous,  but  if  they  could 
buy  them  anywhere  familiarity  might  breed  contempt. 

Summing  up  his  paper,  Mr.  Mellor  said  the  safety  of  the 
public  must  be  the  first  consideration.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  will  have  to  take  prompt  and  active  measures,  and 
the  lack  of  poison  inspectors  should  be  immediately 
remedied.  These  inspectors  could  obtain  evidence  as  to  the 
actual  feeling  amongst  farmers  and  others,  which  would 
strengthen  the  case  for  the  chemists,  and  by  such  means 
collect  reliable  evidence  with  which  to  influence  Parliament 
when  the  Poisons  Committee's  recommendations  come 
before  it. 

Discussion. 

The  Chairman  said  the  paper  was  an  excellent  one,  and 
a  fair  criticism  of  the  proposed  legislation,  which,  to  his 
mind,  was  most  unfair  and  unjust  to  chemists  and  druggists 
who  had  qualified  to  deal  with  these  articles,  and  had  been 
compelled  to  undergo  a  strict  examination  for  that  purpose. 
It  would  be  no  more  convenient  for  the  general  public  to- 
obtain  these  poisonous  articles  from  ironmongers  or  seeds- 
men than  from  chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr.  Cornwell  and  Mr.  Hankinson  (Uttoxeter)  supported 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Blades  (Leek),  who  said  he  had  had  forty  years' 
experience  of  farmers,  declared  that,  chemists  do  not  make 
sufficient  out  of  these  poisons  to  defray  the  cost  of  their 
errand-boys.  He  suggested  that  they  should  form  a  sub- 
committee to  watch  the  threatened  Bill,  and  call  the  general 
body  of  chemists  together  in  the  district  to  support  the 
Association  in  their  efforts.  He  thought  also  that  they 
might  approach  Mr.  Hanbury  and  explain  matters  to  him, 
for  Mr.  Hanbury  is  a  sensible  man,  and  would  listen  to 
reason. 

Mr.  Cornwell  thought  this  last  suggestion  a  good  one. 
If  they  could  put  some  evidence  before  Mr.  Hanbury,  and 
could  get  him  on  their  side,  they  would  gain  a  very  great 
deal. 

Mr.  Edmund  Jones  said  if  this  committee  suggested  to 
watch  the  proposal  was  formed  of  the  whole  Association  he 
would  be  glad  to  support  it.  If  any  member  of  the 
Association  obtained  any  information  bearing  upon  the 
Poisons  Committee's  Report  would  communicate  with  him, 
he  would,  after  consultation  with  the  Executive, 
summon  a  special  meeting  if  they  thought  the  informa- 
tion of  sufficient  importance.  If  other  associations  would 
do  what  Mr.  Mellor  had  done  (that  was,  elicit  informa- 
tion from  coroners  and  others  in  their  respective  districts), 
they  would  obtain  such  a  mass  of  evidence  as  would  tell, 
lie  thought,  very  strongly  against  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  and 
those  who  joined  with  him  in  pressing  forward  alterations  of 
the  poisons  law.  Nothing  had  been  said  about  the  unquali- 
fied dispenser  to  medical  men.  Mr.  Cross  suggested  that 
medical  men  should  carry  on  a  dispensing  surgery,  an  open 
surgery  for  retailing  poisons  and  dispensing,  and  that  they 
should  be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  qualified 
assistant  in  charge  for  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions.  That 
was  entirely  antagonistic  to  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  thought 
the  evidence  of  the  very  serious  cases  of  poisoning  that  have 
occuired  during  the  past  year  or  two,  owing  to  incompetent 
and  unqualified  dispensers  in  the  dispensaries  of  doctors, 
would  startle  the  House  of  Commons  and  terrify  them  into 
opposing  any  recommendations  of  this  character  from  Mr. 
Cross. 

The  vote  to  Mr.  Mellor  was  enthusiastically  carried,  and 
Mr.  Edmund  Jones's  suggestion,  re  the  committee  being  com- 
posed of  the  whole  North  Staffordshire  Association,  was 
accepted  by  the  members  and  carried. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Walter  Hills  for  his  excellent 
minority  report  was  also  carried 
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The  Chairman  then  referred  to  the 

Draft  Pharmacy  Bill 

>wMch  was  brought  forward  in  1901.  The  North  Stafford- 
-shire  Association,  he  explained,  had  already  approved  the 
JBill,  and  passed  a  resolution  urging  the  Council  to  proceed 
•with  it  as  soon  as  possible.    After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 

■  Corn  well,  Mr.  Edmund  Jones  suggested  that  a  resolution 

■  should  be  passed  to  the  effect  that  the  Association  approved 
-of  the  Council's  decision  to  introduce  a  draft  Pharmacy  Bill 

into  Parliament  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
•-  spent  socially. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  tenth  meeting  of  the  twenty-fifth  session  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  March  11,  1903,  at  9  15  p.m., 
Mr.  J.  W.  Plenderleith  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  first 
■communication  was  by  Mr.  Archibald  Currie  on  "Some 
'Bacteria,  Toxins,  and  Antitoxins,"  in  which,  after  an  historical 
introduction,  the  lecturer  dealt  with  the  functions,  occurrence, 
shape  and  multiplication,  methods  of  cultivation  and 
•enumeration,  isolation  and  identification  of  species,  and  the 
"relationship  of  bacteria  to  disease.  He  then  described  the 
formation  and  action  of  toxins  and  the  production,  standard- 
isation, and  action  of  antitoxins.  The  other  communication 
was  by  Mr.  John  Hutcheon,  entitled  "Some  Notes  on  the 
B  P.  Syrups."    Mr.  Hutcheon  suggested  that  in  the  case  of 

-  all  the  syrups  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  sp.  gr.  should 
be  given  as  a  means  of  checking  the  accuracy  of  a  class  of 
preparations  which  did  not  readily  admit  of  any  other 
standardisation. 

Greenock  and  District  Chemists  Meet. 

•  Ok  March  13  many  chemists  of  Greenock,  Gourock,  and  Port 
■-Glasgow  met  in  Ritchie's  Temperance  Hotel,  Greenock,  to 
•  consider  what  action  they  should  take  in  view  of  the  report 

-  -of  the  Poisons  Committee.  After  free  expression  of  opinion, 
*tMe  minority  report  was  unanimously  approved  of,  and  a 
■committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  letter  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting  and  replying  to  representations  made 
in  the  majority  report,  which,  after  approval  by  a  meeting 
to  be  called  at  an  early  date,  will  be  sent  to  the  local 
member  of  Parliament. 


Halifax  Chemists'  Association. 

A  special  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  18 
at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel.  Halifax,  Mr.  T.  Briggs  (the  President) 
.occupying  the  chair. 

Coukcil-election. 

¥r.  R.  C.  Walshaw  (Huddersfield)  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Walshaw  said  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  nomi- 
jaated  for  a  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  a  time  perhaps  the  most  critical  in  its  history.  A 
•most  determined  attempt  was  being  made  to  allow  certain 
^poisons  to  be  sold  by  others  than  those  who  had  passed 
through  a  severe  training  and  satisfied  the  examiners  as  to 
their  fitness  to  be  registered  as  chemists  and  druggists. 
Their  business  was  becoming  more  and  more  exploited  by 
limited  companies,  who  had  been  declared  by  the  Law  Courts 
to  be  outside  the  Pharmacy  Act  because  they  were  im- 
personal, and  therefore  incapable  of  being  summoned. 
These  companies  boldly  usurped  their  titles,  and  altogether 
infringed  the  spirit  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868.  Therefore 
any  and  every  candidate  should  be  asked  by  each  member 
■of  the  Society  to  stat?  plainly  what  views  he  holds  on  these 
important  questions.  He  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
was  standing  as  an  independent  candidate,  and  asked  for 
their  support  as  such.  One  of  the  important  functions  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  the  protection  of  the  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  this  has  not  been  exercised  by  the  Society 
as  it  might  have  been.  Had  it  been  so  exercised,  they  would 
have  had  some  attempt  to  alter  by  legislation  the  unjust 
•decision  of  the  House  of  Lords — namely,  that  limited  com- 


panies are  outside  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  is  not  conceivable 
that,  if  an  amending  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  im- 
mediately after  that  decision,  and  their  case  stated,  any 
Government  could  have  refused  to  consider  the  absurd 
position  created  by  that  decision.  He  thought  the  Society 
made  a  mistake  some  time  ago  when  they  decided  to  cease 
holding  their  own  Preliminary  examination  and  began  to 
accept  certificates  of  other  examining  bodies.  He  felt  sure 
that  the  scarcity  of  apprentices  is  in  some  measure  due  to 
that  change,  and  the  sooner  the  Society  got  back  to  their  old 
method  the  better  would  it  be  both  for  the  candidate  and 
for  the  Society.  If  it  could  be  managed,  a  good  system 
would  be  to  make  it  compulsory  on  every  person  passing  the 
examination  to  become  a  member  of  the  Society,  giving  the 
Society  penal  powers  so  that  it  would  have  proper  control 
over  its  members.  He  was  strongly  opposed  to  any  such 
proposals  as  those  embodied  in  the  majority  report  of  the 
Poisons  Committee,  but  fully  endorsed  Mr.  Hills's  minority 
report.  He  was  in  favour  of  legislation  on  the  lines  of  the 
draft  Pharmacy  Bill  which  the  Council  had  wisely  decided 
should  be  introduced  into  Parliament  at  once.  Some  of  its 
provisions  will  need  revision  as  to  details,  but  in  the  main 
the  Bill  meets  many  of  the  evils  chemists  have  long  com- 
plained of. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed.  Mr.  Clement  Fieldinc 
suggested  that  companies  should  be  obliged  to  show  the 
name  of  their  responsible  qualified  manager  on  their  signs 
and  labels.  He  also  asked  Mr.  Walshaw  if  he  were 
connected  with  any  unprotected  proprietary  article,  drug- 
store company,  or  wholesale  drug-house.  To  this  Mr. 
Walshaw  ieplied  in  the  negative,  and  condemned  the 
action  of  prominent  members  of  Council  interested  in  pro- 
prietary articles.  They  had  done  nothiug  to  ensure  chemists 
a  profit  on  the  proprietary  articles  they  possessed.  A  vote 
of  confidence  in  Mr.  Walshaw  was  then  passed. 


Reading  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  12  at 
Reading  College,  the  President  (Mr.  E.  Cardwell)  in  the 
chair. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  F.  A.  Tunbridge  on 
Electric-tramway  Construction, 

in  which  a  good  account  was  given  of  the  methods  of  con- 
ducting electricity  to  moving  trams,  the  paper  being  par- 
ticularly apropos  at  the  present  time,  when  electric  tramways 
are  being  constructed  at  Reading. 


Nottingham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  March  11,  Mr. 
R.  Fitzhugh  in  the  clmr,  and  among  those  present  were 
Messrs.  T.  W.  Wilson  (Yice-Prcsident),  W.  S.  Adamson,  A. 
Russell  Bennet,  F.  C.  S.  Prince,  C.  A.  Bolton,  J.  Smith,  C.  J. 
Wathes,  E.  Gascoyne,  A.  C.  Bulby,  Norweb,  Bailey,  Beachell, 
Turton,  A.  Middleton,  H.  Brown,  W.  Freeman,  L.  Beverley, 
R.  H.  Beverley,  and  A.  Eberlin  and  W.  Gill  (Hon.  Secretaries). 
Mr.  A.  Russell  Bennet  read  a  paper  on 

Some  Modern  Methods  op  Standardising  Drugs. 

In  the  course  of  his  paper  the  lecturer  recalled  that  in 
days  gone  by,  twenty  or  thirty  years,  standardised  prepara- 
tions were  entirely  unknown,  with  the  consequence  that 
very  often  the  result  was  a  product  of  variable  strength,  and 
one  sometimes  very  disappointing  to  the  doctor.  However, 
standardised  preparations  are  now  officially  recognised  in 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  although  only  those  of  bella- 
donna, cinchona,  ipecacuanha,  nux  vomica,  and  opium  are 
included.  In  the  next  edition,  it  is  safe  to  predict,  the 
number  will  be  increased.  Mr.  Bennet  defined  a  standar- 
dised drug  or  extract  as  an  adjustment  of  a  pharmacopceial 
preparation  to  a  certain  standard  of  active  principle,  so 
that  in  any  part  of  the  world,  under  similar  circumstances, 
it  would  possess  an  unvarying  and  reliable  character.  The 
standardisation  of  drug-extracts  in  recent  years  has  made 
rapid  progress  both  in  America  and  on  the  Continent,  and 
has  been  brought  about  chiefly  by  the  variability  which 
often  existed  in  the  therapeutical  activity  of  drugs  and  drug- 
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extracts.  Although  idiosyncrasy  on  thj  part  of  the  patient 
might  have  something  to  do  with  it,  yet  medical  testimony 
bore  out  the  fact  that  the  chief  source  of  uncertainty  in  the 
action  of  many  drugs  will  be  found  in  the  fact  of  a  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  activity  of  galenical  preparations,  and  the 
-sooner  that  want  is  rectified  the  better  will  it  be  for  all 
■concerned.  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  over  forty  slides, 
and  Mr.  Bennet  was,  at  the  conclusion,  accorded  a  vote  of 
-thanks  for  his  interesting  and  informative  lecture. 

Western  Chemists'  Association. 

About  a  score  of  the  members  met  at  the  Westbourne 
Gtestaurant,  Ciaven  R:>ad,  W.,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
March  18,  to  discuss  the 

Report  of  the  Poisons  Committee. 

The  President  (Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen),  in  opening  the  discus- 
sion, said  the  weight  of  evidence  was  entirely  against  the 
findings  of  the  Committee  in  the  majority  report.  His 
rimpression  on  reading  over  the  evidence  was  that  undue 
prominence  had  been  given  to  the  evidence  of  witnesses 
•against  pharmacy,  and  no  allusion  whatever  was  made  in 
the  report  to  the  evidence  given  by  so  many  expert  pharma- 
cists. It  might  be  that  the  direction  to  the  Committee  to 
-consider  whether  a  third  part  to  the  poisons  schedule  were 
Qiecessary  was  looked  upon  by  the  majority  as  an  instruction, 
but  he  certainly  thought  the  conclusions  come  to  were  not 
justified  by  the  evidence.  Mr.  Bowen  spoke  with  apprecia- 
tion of  the  paper  by  Mr.  James  Paterson  (C  4" 
February  28,  page  369).  He  believed  the  principles  of  the 
1863  Act  had  been  faithfully  carried  out  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  commended  Mr.  Hills's  minority  report. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  considered  the  report  altogether  an 
affair  got  up  by  those  who  want  to  foster  and  push  the  sale 
■of  poisons  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  profit.  He  advocated 
opposing  tooth  and  nail  the  establishment  of  a  precedent  in 
the  addition  of  a  third  part  to  the  schedule,  which  would 
cut  at  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts. 
He  quite  understood  the  plausibility  of  the  restriction  about 
selling  in  an  "  unopened  package  " ;  but  in  that  case  why 

■  restrict  the  sale  only  to  horticultural  and  agricultural  goods? 
ilf  a  man  wanted  to  poison  his  dog,  why  not,  with  the  same 
reasoning,  get  the  poison  from  an  ironmonger  ?  And  why 
■should  the  quantity  be  large?    If  a  grocer  may  sell  1  cwt. 

■  of  arsenic,  why  not  1  dr.  of  white  precipitate  ? 

Mr.  W.  J.  I.  Philp  regarded  the  closing  paragraph  of  Mr. 
.Alexander  Cross's  minority  report  as  the  most  mischievous 
•  of  the  whole  report.  Mr.  Cross  propose  1  to  license  un- 
qualified dispensers  to  medical  men.  There  was  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  Committee  was  initiated  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Cross  himself  after  being  fined  [prosecuted — 
Editor.]  for  selling  poisons.  He  has  his  knife  in  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  and  the  paragraph  mentioned  shows  the 
cloven  hoof  quite  plainly. 

Mr.  F.  Rogers  said  his  feeling  after  reading  and  digesting 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  was  one  of  extreme 
pessimism.  If  the  third  part  to  the  schedule  was  to  be 
added,  what  was  the  advantage  of  the  education  an  i  train- 
ing of  a  pharmacist  ?  In  his  opinion  the  conclusions  arrived 
at  were  uufair  and  illogical.  The  sale  of  sheep-dips  and 
weed-killers  did  not  affect  the  members  of  that  Association 
personally,  perhaps ;  but  he  held  that  the  country  chemist  is 
entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  the  privileges  given  him  in  the 
sale  of  poisons.  As  an  object-lesson  he  would  recommend 
that  chemists  should  read  over  the  last  two  replies  in  the 
evidence  and  contrast  them  with  the  cartoon  which  appeared 
in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  March  7. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  said  the  alleged  "hindrance  to 
trade" — a  very  taking  phrase  both  with  Parliament  and 
agriculturists — had  not  been  proved.  What  was  proved  was 
1  that  certain  persons  want  to  have  a  general  distribution  of 

■  certain  poisons  by  anybody.  He  was  entirely  in  accord  with 
tiie  opposition  to  the  findings  of  the  majority,  and  considered 

■that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  appeal  to  ihi 
Government.  He  himself  had  recently  had  the  opportunity 
of  putting  the  matter  before  a  member  of  the  Government. 
He  could  not  help  deploring  that  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  were  trained  and  brought  up  in  pharmacy  as  it 
were,  apparently  did  not  think  so  much  of  the  education  and 

■discretion  of  the  pharmacist  as  one  might  have  expected. 


The  assertion  that  in  country  districts  there  are  too  few 
chemists  for  the  proper  supply  of  dips  and  weed-killers  was 
ridiculous.  Although  not  strong  in  constructive  legislation, 
he  believed  pharmacists  are  strong  in  opposing  laws  directed 
against  their  interests,  and  measures  have  already  been 
taken  to  oppose  the  report. 

The  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill 
is  to  be  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he 
was  glad  to  think  they  had  met  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  success  in  getting  members  of  Parliament  to  interest 
themselves  in  the  Bill  and  to  back  it.  The  great  difficulty 
would  be,  he  found,  in  the  clause  restricting  company- 
pharmacy.  Many  members  had  told  him  that  they  were 
sure  they  could  never  carry  that  clause  through  Parliament. 
One  very  prominent  member  had  said  to  him  "  Why,  half 
the  members  of  Parliament  go  either  to  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores  or  to  Harrod's,  and  you'll  never  get  them  to  vote  for 
that."  Therefore  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  may  have  to 
give  way  on  that  point,  but  the  chief  thing  is  to  get  the  bill 
before  the  Government  in  such  a  way  that  they  must  confer 
with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  was  glad  to  think 
they  were  not  merely  doing  nothing,  for  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  been  called  for 
Friday  to  consider  parliamentary  affairs.  Negotiations 
may  have  to  be  undertaken,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  framing  and  carrying  out  of  these  things  are  greatly  in 
the  hands  of  the  permanent  officials.  No  one  imagines  that 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  would  sit  up  half  the  night  studying 
the  evidence  in  the  report.  But  he  (Mr.  Robinson)  thought 
they  had  means  of  showing  that  pharmacists  are  in  earnest 
in  this  matter,  and  that  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  is  not  quite  so 
pure-minded  a  philanthropist  as  he  would  like  to  appear.  In 
writing  to  a  prominent  member  of  the  Government  recently, 
he  had  not  hesitated  to  say  that  the  whole  inquiry  was 
engineered  by  those  interested  rather  in  an  unlimited  sale  of 
certain  poisons  than  in  the  public  safety. 

Mr.  R.  H.Jones  thought  the  case  for  the  chemist  had  been 
very  badly  presented  at  the  inquiry.  There  were  many 
assertions  such  as  "public  convenience,"  "increased  prices," 
and  so  on,  that  the  pharmaceutical  witnesses  had  not  met  in 
the  slightest  degree.  While  the  other  side  had  their  wit- 
nesses carefully  primed  there  was  evidence  of  no  preparation 
whatever  on  the  pharmaceutical  side.  From  his  own  know- 
ledge he  was  aware  that  it  would  have  been  quite  easy  to 
have  got  many  big  sheep-farmers  throughout  the  country  to 
come  forward  and  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  chemist. 
They  could  have  got  many  ironmongers  to  say  that  they  were 
not  dying  to  sell  arsenic,  and  they  might  have  got  Coopers  to 
send  a  representative  to  tell  the  Committee  they  were  quite 
satisfied  with  the  channels  through  which  the  bulk  of  their 
business  was  done. 

Mr.  Gulliver  commended  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Calvert, 
and  Mr.  Rogers  thought  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen's  evidence  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  After  some  further  discussion,  it 
was  moved  by  the  President,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gulliver — 

That  this  Association  strongly  supports  the  Minority  Report  of 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  on  the  Departmental  Report  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  the  Sale  of  Poisons,  and  earnestly  protests  against  any  poisons 
being  sold  by  others  than  registered  chemists  as  being  against  the 
public  safety  and  policy,  as  well  as  unjust  to  the  legal  position  of 
chemists  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts ;  and  desires  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  carrying  out  such 
policy. 

This  was  carried  unanimously,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Jones  moved 
that  a  committee  of  the  Association  be  instructed  to  take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects 
referred  to.    Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  seconded,  and  all  agreed. 


Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  Tunbridge  Wells,  on  March  12,  Mr.  O.  Rogers 
(President)  in  the  chair.  The  annual  report  and  balance- 
sheet  were  read  and  adopted.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  : — President,  Mr.  H.  S.  Pearmund ;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Gower  (Tonbridge) ; 
Secretary,  Mr.  S.  V.  Booth ;  Committee,  Messrs.  Bishop, 
Chatterton  (Southborough),  Johns,  and  G.  Nicholson.  The 
retiring  President  (Mr.  O.  Rogers)  and  the  Secretary  were 
thanked  for  their  services  during  the  past  year. 
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Scientific  progress. 

Nerol. — Van  Soden  and  Zeitsohel  {Berichte,  1903,  265)  have 
isolated  two  new  alcohols,  belonging  to  the  geraniol  series,  from 
oils  of  neroli  and  petitgrain.  Nerol  has  a  geraniol-like  odour; 
sp.  gr.,  0  880  ;  it  is  optically  inactive.  It  closely  resembles 
geraniol  in  most  of  its  properties.  Nerolidol  is  an  oil  of  sp.  gr. 
0-830,  and  is  dextrorotatory,  +13°  20'.  The  constitutions  of  these 
two  alcohols  are  being  examined. 

Formane. — This  body  is  the  condensation-product  of  menthol 
and  formic  aldehyde  in  the  presence  of  gasecus  hydrochloric  acid. 
It  is  recommended  as  a  strong  antirheumatic.  Chemically,  it  is 
chloro-menthyl  methyl  ether,  C10H19O.CH2C1.  It  decomposes 
easily  into  menthol,  formic  aldehyde,  and  hydrochloric  acid  by  the 
action  of  warm  water,  and  to  this  decomposition  it  appears  to  owe 
its  therapeutic  activity  (Repertoire  de  Pha.rma.cie,  1903,  120). 

Standardising-  Digitalis  Preparations,— The  estimation 
of  digitalin  forms  the  substance  of  a  communication  by  Ecalle  to 
the  Societe  de  Pharmacie  de  Paris  on  February  4.  The  author 
points  out  that  by  digitalin  he  means  the  crystalline  digitalin  of 
the  Codex,  which  is  identical  with  Schmiedeberg's  digitoxin.  The 
process  which  he  prefers  depends  on  precipitation  by  lead  acetate, 
removing  excess  of  lead  from  the  filtrate  by  means  of  sodium 
sulphate,  and  extraction  with  chloroform  and  ammonia.  He  con- 
siders five  extractions  with  chloroform  necessary,  and  states  that 
if  the  mixture  emulsifies  it  may  take  forty-eight  hours  to  separate. 
(Ten  days  for  an  estimation  would  be  somewhat  tedious  !)  In  an 
experimental  assay  0  0239  gr.  was  obtained  when  0-0236  was  used. 
But  this  assay  was  done  on  a  simple  solution  of  the  digitalin, 
and  no  details  are  given  to  show  that  the  process  is  accurate  in 
the  least  degree  on  galenicals. 


a  Weiobt^burette. 

THE  annexed  sketch  has  been  made  from  the  apparatus 
exhibited  by  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons  (Limited), 
at  the  recent  exhibition  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
house.  It  is  a  weight-burette  and  fittings,  designed  by 
E.  Theo.  Brewis,  chemist  to  the  firm.  The  flask  is  one  of 
the  alkaloid-flasks  made  of  Jena  glass  which  Mr.  Brewis 
uses  for  evaporating  alkaloidal  solutions.  These  flasks  are 
now  made  each  of  about  the  same  weight  and  dimensions, 
so  that  they  are  not  only  interchangeable  when  forming  part 
of  any  apparatus,  but  as  equal  volumes  of  liquids  in  them 

occupy  similarspaces, changes 
of  colour  or  appearance  (in 
experiments  involving  the 
comparison  of  liquids)  can  be 
readily  observed.  As  soon  as 
the  residue  is  dry  and  its 
weight  determined,  the  brass 
double  clip  is  slipped  upon 
the  neck,  and  the  burette 
with  its  weighed  contents  is 
put  in  the  other  clip.  The 
titration  is  then  done,  and 
the  amount  of  standard  acid 
used  is  read  off  and  checked 
by  again  weighing  the  burette 
with  its  unused  acid.  There 
is  a  pin-hole  in  the  stopper 
as  well  as  in  the  neck  of 
the  burette  to  permit  free 
running  cf  the  contents  when 
the  holes  are  superposed. 
Both  upper  and  lower  stoppers 
are  numbered  as  the  burette 
is,  and  the  lines  and  figures 
are  enamelled  in  uniform 
colour,  but  differing  with 
the  nature  of  the  standard 
solutions  for  which  the 
burettes  are  used.  The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the 
flask  :  Total  height,  100  mm. ;  diameter  of  bottom,  70  mm.  ; 
diameter  of  neck,  12  mm. ;  average  weight,  43  grams  ;  and 
working  capacity,  125  c.c.  The  burette  has  a  capacity  of 
25  c.c.  The  arrangement  altogether  is  excellent  and  those 
who  have  to  work  out  laboratory  estimations,  which  repre- 
sent tons  of  material  will  appreciate  the  precision  that  the 
apparatus  gives,  yet  which  may  appear  to  the  small  worker 
a  refinement  of  1  he  delicate. 


£be  Ikaleiooscope. 


A  Fish  Story. 

"  I've  a  little  touch  of  liver,"  said  the  Cod  unto  his  Spouse, 
"  And  I  feel  I  must  do  something  my  activity  to  rouse, 
So  just  pick  up  your  belongings,  from  Lofoten  we  will  skip 
And  unto  a  milder  climate  we  will  take  a  little  trip." 

So  the  Cod  Entourage  started  from  the  shores  of  Norroway, 
And  the  wholesale  druggists  jumped   the  price  of  oleum 
morrhuae. 

"  I  should  like  a  little  liver,"  said  the  Seal  unto  his  mate, 
"  For  a  fresh  and  juicy  liver  might  increase  my  failing  weight, 
So  to  Bergen  we  will  hasten,  unto  Tromsoe  we  will  hie, 
And  you'll  kindly  intimate  it  when  a  shoal  of  cod  you  spy." 
So  the  hungry  Seals  meandered  round  the  coast  of  Norroway, 
And  the  brokers  put  three  fivers  on  the  oleum  morrhuaj. 

''  I  have  still  a  bilious  feeling,"  said  the  Cod  unto  his  dam, 
'  Like  a  man  who's  over-eaten  or  a  child  who's  supped  the  jam, 
And  I  think  that  Christiania  doesn't  suit  my  dire  complaint, 
For  I  tremble  and  I  shiver  and  I  feel  just  like  to  faint." 

Therefore  once  again  they  started  from  the  shores  of  Norroway, 
And  the  Stores  advanced  the  prices  of  their  oleum  rnorrhuje. 

"  Now  you  mustn't  be  too  greedy,"  said  the  Cod  unto  the  Seal, 
"  For  the  brokers  and  the  druggists  you  some  sympathy  must  feel. 
For  the  suffering  British  matron  does  your  stony  heart  not  throb 
"When  no  longer  10-oz.  bottles  she  can  purchase  for  a  '  bob'  ?  " 

So  they  signed  a  truce  between  them  off  the  shores  of  Norroway. 

But  we've  heard  of  no  reduction  yet  in  oleum  morrhuie. 
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©bservationa  ant)  IReflecttons, 

By  Xraysbr. 


Chemists'  Grievances 

are  in  season,  and  new  ones,  if  they  can 
be  devised,  would  find  a  ready  market.  Council-candidates 
are  already  beginning  to  dress  their  windows,  but  so  far  only 
past  seasons'  patterns  have  been  displayed.  These  good  old 
remainders  are  warranted  not  to  shrink  and  will  never  wear 
out.  Most  of  them — such,  for  instance,  as  the  injustice  of 
applying  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  to  pharmacy — are 
not  likely  ever  to  be  removed.  I  sometimes  wonder  whether 
chemists  really  are  in  truth  and  in  fact,  as  the  lawyers  say, 
the  most  aggrieved  of  all  classes  in  the  British  Empire. 
I  have  often  skimmed  other, trade  and  professional  journals, 
but  in  none  of  these,  I  think,  is  the  voice  of  the  oppressed 
so  accentuated  and  so  persistent  as  in  those  which  represent 
British  pharmacists. 

The  Two  Views 

in  reference  to  parliamentary  tactics  which 
found  expression  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  are  both  reflected  at  provincial  meetings  of  chemists. 
Mr.  Squire,  at  Sheffield,  thinks  it  a  mistake  to  introduce  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  "  irrespective  of  the  wishes  of  the  Privy 
Council,"  while  at  Cambridge  the  Association  agreed  unani- 
mously with  its  President,  Mr.  Campkin,  that  it  was  wise 
policy  to  get  our  claims,  as  specified  in  the  Bill  in  the  hands 
■of  members  of  Parliament.  This  view  seems  to  be  so 
important  to  emphasise  at  this  moment,  and  it  is  so 
■obviously  disputed,  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  devoting 
a  paragraph  or  two  to  it. 

The  Position 

just  now  is  critical.  We  chemists  on  one  side 
and  certain  influential  antagonists  on  the  other  are  for  divers 
reasons  dissatisfied  with  the  Pharmacy  Act.  Wo  (the 
■chemists)  have  in  the  main  agreed  on  the  amendments  which 
we  think  ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  statute,  though,  as 
was  shown  in  the  editorial  article  last  week,  there  are  cer- 
tain details  of  the  Bill  which  seem  unsatisfactory.  Probably 
every  one  of  us  would  like  to  amend  it  in  some  particular. 
But  that  after  all  is  committee  work.  It  may  be  said  that 
almost  every  registered  chemist  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
principle  of  the  measure  adopted.  Our  antagonists,  on  the 
•other  hand,  object  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  it  stands  for 
reasons  diametrically  different  from  ours,  and  they  have 
apparently  secured  the  immense  advantage  of 

Privy  Council  Support 

for  their  proposal.  Most  likely  a  Bill 
■embodying  to  some  extent  proposals  which  we  think 
dangerous  will  soon  be  submitted  under  auspices  whose 
influence  cannot  be  ignored.  And  what  is  more  serious  from 
a  parliamentary  point  of  view  is  that  the  Privy  Council  Bill 
will  not  be  a  senseless  production.  It  will  aim  at  greater 
safety  for  the  public  and  will  properly  provide  precautions 
an  regard  to  the  carriage  of  such  poisons  as  arsenic,  the 
methods  by  which  licensed  vendors  of  them  may  store 
them,  and  the  containers  in  which  they  must  be  sold.  It 
will  aim  also  to  provide  greater  safety  in  regard  to  substances 
like  the  strong  acids,  the  sale  of  which  is  not  at  present 
protected  in  any  way.  In  other  words,  there  will  be  many 
provisions  of  the  Bill  to  which  we  shall  not  be  able  in  any 
reason  to  object,  and  these  and  some  other  clauses,  more 
crucial  from  our  point  of  view,  will  be  likely  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  ordinary  M.P.  in  his  native  uninstructed 
condition. 


An  Amended  Pharmacy  Act 

may  therefore  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  probabilities,  almost  as  one  of  the  certainties,  of 
the  near  future.  We  want  it  amended  our  way,  the  Privy 
Council  want  it  amended  their  way.  Parliament  will 
adjudicate  between  us,  and  at  the  start  we  are  heavily 
handicapped  by  the  official  weight  of  our  rivals.  (Jar  views 
and  purposes  are  not  in  all  respects  conflictive,  but  there  is 
abundant  evidence  that  neither  side  can  look  for  the  cordial 
support  of  the  other.  In  these  circumstances  we  need  above 
all  things  to  ensure  for  ourselves  the  sympathy  of  as  many 
members  of  Parliament  as  can  possibly  be  influenced,  and 
the  first  step  towards  getting  that  is  to  get  our  Bill 
introduced.  Then  can  follow  what  Lord  Bosebery  has 
happily  called 

Spade-work. 

By  this  I  mean  the  patient,  intelligent  cultiva- 
tion of  the  intellects  of  our  representatives.  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  M.P.s  as  a  rule  are  not  experts  on  technical 
subjects,  and  that  not  1  per  cent,  of  them  will  by  nature 
acquire  any  interest  in  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
either  way.  But  it  may  be  reckoned  that  there  are  five 
hundred  of  them  more  or  less  amenable  to  spade-work, 
and  there  are  far  more  than  five  hundred  chemist-constituents 
who  can  do  this  spade-work  effectively.  This  may  not 
result  in  impetus  enough  to  pass  our  Bill,  but  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  discuss  our  common  object  on 
something  more  like  equal  terms  with  our  powerful  friends 
at  Whitehall.  The  Privy  Council  may  be  described  without 
disrespect  as  an  "arbitrary  gent,"  and  might  be  severely 
critical  of  our  ideas  so  long  as  these  had  no  parliamentary 
backing.  Ahundrel  supporters  of  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons  would  have  a  marvellously  quickening  effect. 

Early  closing  Bills 

are  acquiring  additional  parliamentary 
vitality.    In  both  Houses  the  advocates  of  a  statute  dealing 
with  the  matter  are  growing  pugnacious,  and  in  the  House  of 
Lords  the  pretty  spectacle  of  a  race  with  Lord  Avebury  for 
the  honour  of  piloting  such  a  measure  has  been  presented. 
This  would  seem  to  suggest  that  victory  is  near.    There  is 
not  generally  such  competition  over  a  dead  horse.  Lord 
Kibblesdale  and  Lord  Avebury  both  now  propose  to  give 
power  to  local  authorities  to  enforce  certain  hours  of  closing 
shops  by  means  of  provisional  orders  when  the  shopkeepers 
of  the  locality  in  sufficient  majority  desire  it.    But  there  is 
a  notable  distinction  between  the  methods  proposed  for 
making  these  provisional  orders  operative  in  the  two  Bills. 
Lord  Ribblesdale  would  only  authorise  each  order  by  a 
separate  Act  of  Parliament ;  Lord  Avebury  would  give  effect 
to  the  provisional  order  after  a  certain  time  unless  either 
House  should  present  an  address  against  it.    It  is  not  quite 
obvious  why  Parliament  should  interfere  at  all  beyond  giving 
the  preliminary  power  to  municipalities  to  make  their  own 
beds.    But  if  Lord  Salisbury's  command  must  be  obeyed, 
Lord  Avebury's  is  obviously  the  simpler,  and  I  should  think 
the  only  x^racticable,  plan.      Lord  Ribblesdale,  however, 
managed  to  secure  precedence  for  his  Bill,  but  the  Lord 
Chancellor  neatly  shunted  it,  and  gave  Lord  Avebury's  a 
hearing  by  moving  and  carrying  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  on  Bill  No.  1.    It  was  something  like  sharp  p-ajtice 
on  the  part  of  the  astute  old  lawyer,  but  I  think  it  was 
justified  and  even  graceful  under  the  circumstances.  Lord 
Avebury  has  worked  so  long  and  so  unselfishly  at  this 
scheme  that  it  seemed  a  little  discourteous  to  snatch  it  from 
him  ;  and  Lord  Ribblesdale's  success  or  failure  would  equally 
have  shut  him  out. 
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GOOD  WINTER  LINES 

FOB 

LUK8  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS. 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  is  to  breathe  health."— 

p  Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  R.N. 


"  SANITAS  "  BRONCHITIS  bach. 

KETTLES                -  28.  6d. 

"SANITAS"  INHALERS  -  28.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  POCKET 

INHALERS  18.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

is.  &  4s.  Bottles. 

"SANITAS"  EMBROCATION, 

is.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 


Pamphlets  Free. 

THE  "  SANITAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


YE  LADS. 


REGISTERED  TRADE  MARK. 

A    DISTINCTIVE  NAME 

given  to  a  series  of 
REMEDIES  NOW  BEING 
LARGELY  ADVERTISED. 

AGENTS  = 
NEWBERY- SANGER— 
BARCLAY-BUTLER  &  CRISPE. 


<3r.  S.  MTJMPORD 

FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 

No.  1  Finest  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/6oft. 
19/6.51 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ owt. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No.  1  FlneBt  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  owt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

21/  owt. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9  /  owt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/  owt. 

Finest"  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/ oft. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

Lowst.Cur. 
Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  owt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/TO  * 

Finest 
«RROWROOT 

1/"" 

~n~ —  — _  '  "  ™,'*u»^  ovations  witnin  'zuu  mlleB  ol  London  I 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  oJ  112  lbs  I 

rond''oPaW^daBbo0:eaD?rceesttrtl0iee-    ™*  ieU™e*  fae«  °°  ' 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST"  SERIES. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.  Price  7/6, 

THE  ART  OF  OISPENSINC.  Price  5/6, 
VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE.    Price  3/6, 

PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTINC.  Price  2/6, 

DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES.  Price  2/6, 

GUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAM.  Price  2,6, 

URINE  ANALYSIS.  Price  2/6, 

OPENING  A  PHARMACY.  Price  1/-, 


by  Post  8/-. 
by  Post  5/10. 
by  Post  3/10 
by  Post  2/9. 
by  Post  2/9. 
by  Post  2/9. 
by  Post  2,9. 
by  Post  1/1. 


Published  at  the  Offices  of  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,' 
LONDON,  MELBOURNE,  &  SYDNEY. 


HAYWARD'S 

"EUREKA"  WEED  KILLER. 

POWDER  AND  LIQUID. 

This  is  the  Brand  stocked  by  Chemists. 

Please  write  for  particulars  of  our  sjstem  of 
Advertising.    Season  dow  commencing. 

T0MLINS0N  &  HAYWARD,  Ld.,  LINCOLN 


WITH  47   ILLUSTRATIONS.  3s 

RADIOGRAPHY  AND  X  RAYS  i 

Its  Theory,  Practice,  and  Applications. 
With  Constructional  and  Manipulatory  Details. 

By  S.  R.  BOTTONE.  [3] 
WHITTAKER  &  CO..  Pzternoster  Square,  London,  E.C. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  In  connection 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  In  the  United  Kingdom  and 
abroad.  Advice  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


EiMtorial  Comments, 


Stamping  B.P.  Medicines. 

The  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  have  prosecuted  a  Leeds 
pharmacist  for  sellirjg  several  British  Pharmacopoeia  medi-r 
cines,  recommended  in  a  price-list,  without  stamping  them. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  question  is  the  subject  of  an. 
appeal  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  the  proceedings  appear 
to  us  to  be  not  quite  fair.  The  exemption  as  to  chemists  is 
the  residue  of  the  original  total  exclusion  of  qualified 
chemists  from  the  incidence  of  the  licence  and  stamp  duties, - 
and  it  is  as  advantageous  to  the  Inland  Kevenue  authorities- 
as  it  is  to  chemists  to  have  it  definitely  settled  what  the 
residue  amounts  to.  Since  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  raised  the 
definite  issue,  now  awaiting  consideration  and  decision  by 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  additional  police-court  proceedings 
are  uncalled  for.  It  may  be  said,  for  the  Inland  Revenue 
side,  that  chemists  should  also  await  the  High  Court  deci- 
sion, and  refrain  from  recommending  B.P.  medicines  without 
stamping  them ;  but  this  does  not  follow.  The  original' 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1783  excluded 
qualified  chemists  and  medicines  sold  by  them,  and 
so  far  the  point  has  been  decided  in  their  favour. 
The  fact  deserves  repeated  emphasis  that,  when  the 
House  of  Commons  resolved  to  institute  this  tax,  it  was 
applied  only  to  persons  who  had  not  served  a  regulan 
apprenticeship  as  surgeons,  apothecaries,  chemists,  cr  drug- 
gists, and  only  the  medicines  sold  by  such  persons  and 
patented  medicines  were  to  be  stamped.  This  was  the1 
starting-point  of  the  exemption  claimed  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
and,  although  the  wording  of  the  resolution  was  modified  iu 
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the  Act  of  1783,  and  further  narrowed  down  in  1785,  the 
Legislature  has  been  careful  to  retain  the  principle  of  the 
original  exclusion  as  to  qualified  practitioners  and 
approved  remedies.  It  was  '■  quack  medicines"  that 
Lord  John  Cavendish  wanted  to  tax;  but  the 
1783  Act  did  not  hit  them  all,  because  some  of 
the  qualified  practitioners  who  were  excluded  made  and 
sold  remedies  which  were  "  quack  medicines  "  ;  therefore,  to 
ensure  that  even  these  should  pay  duty,  the  Act  of  1785 
narrowed  down  the  exemption  to  practically  what  it  is  in 
the  schedule  to  the  Act  of  1812,  thus  excluding  from  stamp- 
duty  those  medicines  "  the  different  denominations,  pro- 
perties, qualities,  virtues,  and  efficacies  of  which  are  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  of  in  the  preservation,  cure,  or  relief 
of  any  disorder  .  .  .  affecting  the  human  body."  It  must 
be  remembered  that  under  the  Act  of  1783  every  medicine 
sold  by  unqualified  persons  had  to  be  stamped,  while  quali- 
fied persons  might  sell  any  medicines,  except  patented  medi- 
cines, unstamped,  and  they  did  not  require  a  licence.  The 
Act  of  1785  reversed  matters  by  requiring  all  persons  who  sell 
dutiable  medicines  to  take  out  a  licence,  and  it  extended  the 
incidence  of  the  duty ;  but  as  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
retain  the  privilege  of  qualified  persons  as  to  the  sale  of 
approved  medicines,  Section  4  was  incorporated,  and  the  con- 
text  clearly  shows  how  careful  the  Legislature  was  to  bring 
into  the  charge  proprietary  or  quack  medicines  made  or  sold 
by  the  qualified  persons,  and  to  exclude  medicines  sold  by 
them  whose  properties  are  known  and  which  are  not  of  pro- 
prietary or  quack  origin.  If  there  had  been  a  British  Phar- 
macopoeia in  those  days  the  Legislature  would  have  made 
shorter  work  of  the  section  ;  but  the  spirit  of  the  matter  can 
be  extracted  from  the  verbosity  of  1785,  and  it  is  this  spirit 
which  qualified  chemists  are  entitled  to  ask  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  have  some  respect  for,  and  certainly  to 
stay  all  proceedings  in  respect  to  official  medicines  not 
originally  of  quack  origin  until  the  appeal  in  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones's  case  has  been  decided.  There  are  features  in  the 
Leeds  case  which  deserve  discussion,  but  at  present  we  must 
refrain.   

Horticultural  Chemicals. 

Last  week  King  Edward  VII.  in  Council  approved  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons,  but  the  record  sayeth 
not  what  his  Majesty  thinks  of  the  opinions  of  his  loyal 
subject  Mr.  Walter  Hills.  This  other  stage  in  the  attempt 
to  replace  the  authoiity  of  Bloomsbury  with  the  methods  of 
Camlachie  need  not  be  regarded  as  Royal  sanction,  but 
rather  as  a  scene  in  a  farce  which  might  be  very  serious  for 
the  drug-trade  had  it  not  happened  to  reveal  the  weak  parts 
in  the  pharmaceutical  armour.  These  are  official  and 
personal  in  origin.  As  to  the  former,  Mr.  Bremridge  and  his 
colleagues  are  doing  their  best  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of 
the  pharmaceutical  evidence  that  was  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  thus  by  offensive  tactics  to  regain  the  ground 
that  was  lost  through  a  weak  defence.  The  second  weakness 
revealed  by  the  report  is  personal  in  the  sen-e  that  chemists 
have  been  told  that  they  are  not  sufficiently  enterprising  to 
keep  pace  with  popular  requirements  in  stocking  novelties. 
That  is  said  of  most  classes  of  shopkeepers,  and  we  are  not 
disinclined  to  agree  that  the  Privy  Council's  inquiry  into  the 
trade  in  agricultural  and  horticultural  poisons  produced  one 
deduction— namely,  that  there  are  large  slices  of  business  in 
these  and  related  articles  which  some  chemists  and  drug- 
gists are  missing.  The  remedy  for  this  condition,  which 
Mr.  Cross  and  his  manufacturing  associates  so  much  deplore, 
can  be  obtained  without  waiting  for  a  new  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, though  not  perhaps  in  the  manner  most  acceptable  to 
the  Camlachie  philanthropist. 


Thanks  in  part  to  the  pending  acticn  in  Scotland,  we 
know  how  to  make  an  effective  ant-destroyer  just  as  good  as 
the  Ballikinrain  brand  at  a  fraction  of  the  price.  We  are, 
too,  now  appreciating  better  perhaps  than  we  did  before  the 
inquiry,  the  value  of  nicotine  as  an  insecticide  in  hothouses. 
Sheep-dips,  weed-killers,  wheat-dressings,  and  veterinary, 
medicines  are  big  things  with  many  chemists,  but  these  have- 
all  been  dealt  with  at  different  times  in  this  journal,  so  we- 
pass  them  for  the  moment.  It  may  be,  however,  that  a  few 
notes  on  some  of  the  drugs  and  chemicals  used  in  horticul- 
ture may  suggest  ideas  of  business  not  so  much  with  profes- 
sional gardeners  as  with  some  of  the  myriads  of  amateurs 
who  would  prefer  to  have  fruit  and  vegetables  themselves 
rather  than  grow  them  for  the  benefit  of  insects  and  creeping 
things. 

Potato-disease  is  a  very  serious  calamity.  It  has  been, 
combated  with  a  good  degree  of  success  in  recent  years  in 
France,  America,  and  Ireland,  and  to  some  extent  in  this- 
country,  by  spraying  the  crops  while  growing  (towards  the- 
end  of  June,  and  again  about  three  weeks  later)  with  the 
stuff  known  as  Bordeaux  mixture,  or  bouillic  bordclaisc.  This 
consists  of  20  lbs.  of  powdered  sulphate  of  copper  dissolved' 
in  cold  water,  to  which  is  added  10  lbs.  of  lime  freshly 
slaked.  The  lime  is  poured  through  a  fine  sieve  so  as  to 
remove  grit  and  lumps.  The  solution  is  made  up  to 
100  gals..  20  lbs,  of  treacle  being  sometimes  added,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  to  be  used  in  wet  weather,  to  make  it  stick, 
to  the  leaves. 

Quassia  is  a  much-used  drug  in  orchards  and  gardens. 
Quassia-wash  is  made  by  boiling  from  5  to  10  lbs.  of  the 
wood  in  sufficient  water  to  well  cover  it  for  two  to  three- 
hours.  This  is  added  to  100  gals,  of  water,  in  which  from 
6  to  8  lbs.  of  soft  soap  has  been  dissolved.  It  is  an  excellent 
spray  for  currant-trees  attacked  by  aphides  or  plant-lice  (the 
insects  which  cause  the  red  blisters  on  the  leaves),  for  goose- 
berry-bushes attacked  by  the  saw-fly  (the  insect  which  eats- 
up  the  leaves),  for  apple-blooms  with  the  suckers  (Psylla 
Mali)  inside  them,  and  for  almost  any  fruit-trees  on  which 
caterpillars  appear.  The  experienced  gardener  will  under- 
stand that  he  must  discover  the  assailants  and  apply  the 
lotion  before  they  begin  their  ravages.  For  similar  purposes 
paraffin-emulsion  is  also  largely  employed.  This  is  made  by 
dissolving  2  lbs.  of  soft  soap  in  boiling  water,  churning  up 
with  it  2  gals,  of  kerosene,  and  adding  the  creamy  emulsion 
gradually  to  40  gals,  of  water.  The  addition  of  2k  lbs.  of 
liver  of  sulphur  to  either  of  these  washes  is  recommended 
by  some  horticulturists.    Caustic-alkali  wash  (1  lb.  of  soda, 

1  lb.  of  pearl-ash,  f  lb.  of  soft  soap  and  10  gals,  of  water)' 
is  used  to  wash  orchard  trees  in  February  to  clear  them, 
of  moss,  fungi,  and  insects. 

Hellebore  (1  oz.  in  a  pail  of  water,  or  dusted  on  the  leaves- 
by  bellows)  is  used  to  destroy  moths  on  pear  and  cherry 
trees,  and  is  also  effective  for  some  insects  on  goosebeny* 
bushes.    Pyrethrum-wash  (1  oz.  pyrethrum,  1  oz.  soft  soap, 

2  gals,  soft  water)  is  the  best  remedy  for  black  fly  on  greea. 
peas  and  scarlet  runners.  Sulphate  of  iron,  1  lb.  to  a  gallon 
of  water,  is  a  good  wash  for  the  canker  fungus  on  apple- 
trees.  It  is  applied  with  a  brush.  In  the  United  States 
and  Canada  Paris  green,  London  purple,  and  other  arsenical 
compounds  are  extensively  used  on  .  fruit-farms  as  well  as 
on  certain  root-crops  to  destroy  caterpillars,  moths,  and 
weevils.  These  applications  are  of  course  much  more  effective- 
than  the  safer  compounds  we  have  mentioned,  but  special 
precautions  are  necessary  when  they  are  used.  It  might 
be  mentioned  here  that  the  sulphate  of  copper  used  in- 
agriculture  or  horticulture  should  be  the  best  obtainable* 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  advises  farmers  to  r'nsist  on  having: 
it  of  98-per-cent.  purity. 
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Typhoid=serum. 

Dr.  Macfadyen  communicated  an  important  paper  to  the 
Royal  Society  last  week  on  the  prophylaxis  and  cure  of 
typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Macfadyen  has  found  that  by  crushing 
typhoid  bacteria  in  liquid  air  the  intracellular  juices  can  be 
obtained  apart  from  the  living  organism,  and  that  these 
juices  are  highly  toxic.  When  the  juices  are  injected  in 
small  and  repeated  doses  into  a  living  animal  a  blood-serum 
is  produced,  which  is  powerfully  antitoxic  and  bactericidal. 
The  protective  serum  has  been  tried  on  animals,  and  its 
curative  properties  established.  It  is  expected  that  the 
liquid-air  method  of  extracting  bacterial  juices  will  also  be 
applicable  to  other  bacteria. 

Adulterated  Phenacetin. 

In  New  York  the  Department  of  Health  have  been 
sampling  phenacetin,  and  the  result  is  stated  to  have  shown 
a  considerable  amount  of  adulteration.  The  object  of  the 
New  York  Health  authorities  in  sampling  a  patented  drug  is 
not  above  suspicion,  but  we  should  not  have  referred  to  the 
matter  if  a  quasi-scientific  publication,  Science  Sfcirigs,  had 
not  got  hold  of  the  facts,  and  applied  them  to  the  druggists 
■of  this  country.  This  is  the  beginning  of  an  article  entitled 
"  Fatal  Drug-adulteration  " — 

_  We  are  assured  by  an  authority  in  the  trade  that  drug  adultera- 
tion is  being  practised  to  an  alarming  extent,  notwithstanding  the 
restrictions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Some  recent 
investigations  reveal  sensational  facts,  and  should  cause  consumers, 
as  well  as  those  who  prepare  drugs,  to  realise  the  seriousness  of 
the  practice  and  the  evils  threatened  by  it. 

The  fact  that  the  samples  were  taken  in  America  is  not 
stated,  and,  as  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  only  apply 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  inference  is  that  the 
adulterated  drugs  were  bought  in  this  country,  which  is 
pntrue.  The  last  sentence,  however,  seems  to  give  the  clue 
to  the  situation—"  The  remedy  in  all  cases  of  such  adultera- 
tion is  to  patronise  reliable  proprietary  drugs  " — so  that  the 
article  is  probably  only  a  paid  advertisement  for  some 
patent-medicine  firm.  Is  it  the  latest  form  of  the  "  substi- 
tution "  advertisements  1 

School=children's  Eyesight. 

The  London  School  Board  had  before  them  at  their  last 
meeting  the  question  of  the  eyesight  of  the  children  in  the 
Board's  schools,  the  report  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee beiDg  under  consideration.  We  have  reported  the 
rasults  obtained  (C.  4*  D.,  November  1,  1902,  page  725),  but 
quote  now  the  paragraphs  which  give  the  reasons  why 
efficient  treatment  was  not  pursued  by  the  children  whose 
eyes  were  found  to  be  defective  : — 

(1)  Children  went  by  themselves,  and  were  rightly  refused 
treatment ;  nothing  further  done.  (2)  Parents  refused  to  lose 
work  a  day  or  even  half  a  day  per  visit,  and  for  hospital  treat- 
ment two  visits  are  generally  necessary — (a)  to  examine  vision 
and  the  eye  homatropine  is  put  in,  and,  after  forty-five  minutes' 
waiting  retinoscopy  is  done  to  measure  the  refraction;  (b)  second 
visit,  a  week  later,  glasses  are  prescribed  by  trial ;  a  third  visit  is 
advisable  for  the  surgeon  to  see  the  glasses  as  put  in  frames  and 
on  face,  and  record  vision  obtained  (3)  After  all  this  trouble 
parents  often  plead  poverty  and  refuse  to  buy  glasses,  probably 
too  often  expensive  sphero-cylindrical  glasses,  costing  7s.  or  8s., 
are  prescribed.  In  very  many  cases  such  theoretical  correction  is 
quite  unnecessary  in  children.  (4)  Hospitals,  from  press  of  work 
or  other  causes,  do  not  always  deal  thoroughly  with  the  cases. 
The  oculists  remark  on  the  many  children  dealt  with  who  were 
not  submitted  to  the  routine  examination  involved  in  thoroughly 
honest  work,  some  being  given  lotion,  some  ointment,  until  they 
cease  to  attend.  (5)  Poverty,  social  conditions,  ignorance,  and 
apathy  result  in  opposition  of  many  parents. 

The  Board  may  or  may  not  know  that  the  difficulty  is 
mainly  created  by  the  official  oculists.  There  are  plenty  of 
opticians  who  are  prepared  to  fit  spectacles  at  moderate 
rates,  but  cases  have  been  brought  to  our  knowledge  where 
the  oculist  has  distinctly  forbidden  the  children  to  go  any- 


where but  to  a  hospital,  a  medical  man,  or  an  expensive  West- 
end  optician.  The  result  of  this  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
examining  oculists  has,  as  shown  above,  nullified  the  good 
which  might  have  resulted  from  the  Board's  action  and 
caused  a  waste  of  public  money. 

French  Duties  on  Colonial  Produce. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  by  the  law  of  Febru- 
ary 22,  1902,  the  French  Government  was  authorised  to 
extend  by  decree  the  minimum  tariff  to  certain  countries 
so  long  as  such  countries  apply  to  French  merchandise  the 
treatment  of  the  "  most  favoured  nation,"  and  also  to  extend 
the  application  of  the  minimum  tariff  to  other  countries, 
including  most  of  the  British  calonies  concerned,  for  a 
period  of  one  year,  so  as  to  permit  concessions  being  obtained 
in  favour  of  French  produce  exported  to  those  countries 
in  exchange  for  the  benefit  of  the  minimum  tariff  on  colonial 
produce  imported  therefrom.  This  decree  of  February  22, 
1902,  expired  in  August,  1902,  when  it  was  further  extended 
to  February  23,  1903.  As  this  date  drew  near,  when, 
according  to  the  law  of  February  22,  1902,  the  maximum 
tariff  should  be  applied  to  produce  from  countries  not  having 
any  treaty  with  France,  a  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  French 
Chamber  pointing  out  that  negotiations  were  proceeding 
with  certain  countries,  principally  in  regard  to  British  India, 
Ceylon,  and  Mauritius,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  conventions 
would  be  concluded  before  February  24,  but  as  they  could 
not  be  ratified  by  that  date  power  was  asked  to  extend 
provisionally  by  decree  the  minimum  tariff  to  these  countries 
until  such  time  as  the  agreements  would  be  submitted. 
This  Bill  passed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  and  Senate  and 
became  law.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that  as  regards 
British  India  and  other  British  colonies  some  satisfactory 
arrangement  has  been  arrived  at.  It  ought  to  be  stated 
that  the  maximum  tariff  is  about  double  the  minimum,  and 
that  India  especially  would  have  suffered  by  the  application 
of  the  maximum  tariff. 


X&vodampbene. 

A  New  Constituent  of  Lemon  Oil. 

{Communication  from  the  Research  Laboratories  of  the 
London  Essence  Company.) 

IN  a  paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
December,  1901,  our  chemists  proved  conclusively  the 
presence  of  pinene  as  one  of  the  normal  constituents  of 
lemon  oil,  and  also  stated  that  another  terpene  was  un- 
doubtedly present,  but  the  quantity  they  then  had  to  deal 
with  was  not  sufficient  to  admit  of  its  identification.  We 
have  since  worked  on  much  larger  quantities,  and  have  now 
confirmed  our  original  opinion  by  isolating  Z-camphene  in 
a  tolerable  state  of  purity. 

When  the  first  fractions  of  lemon  oil  are  repeatedly 
refractionated  from  a  Young's  dephlegmator  they  separate 
into  two  distinct  portions  :  (a)  limonene,  rotation  +  70°-80°, 
and  (b)  terpenes  having  a  lower  rotation  which  ultimately 
become  laivorotatory.  The  latter,  again,  on  further  fraction- 
ation, break  up  into  two  distinct  portions,  the  first  becoming 
less  and  less  active  (nearly  ±  0°),  while  the  second  portion 
becomes  more  lajvorotatory.    In  this  way  we  obtained — 

Fraction  (1).— Opt.  rotation  (100  mm.)  -6°.  This  is  the 
pinene  referred  to,  and  we  must  here  make  a  slight  cor- 
rection on  our  original  communication  (J. S.O.I. ,  December, 
1901),  in  which  we  stated  it  to  be  Z-pinene,  but  we  now  find 
it  to  be  a  nearly  inactive  mixture  of  the  two  modifications. 

Fraction  (2).— Sp.  gr.  0  869 ;  opt.  rotation  (100  mm.)  -22°; 
ref.  index  1  4770  at  18°  C.  ;  B.P.  164°  C.  at  759  mm.  pres- 
sure. From  this  we  obtained  by  the  usual  reaction  with 
glacial  acetic  ar.d  sulphuiic  acids  iso-borneol  M.P.  205°  C. 
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Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.  pointed  out  the  probable  presence 
of  Z-camphene  in  lemon  oil  some  nine  months  after  we  had 
indicated  the  presence  of  a  third  terpene,  but  had  not 
definitely  identified  for  the  reason  stated  above. 


Zbz  Committee  on  (poisons. 


Thinking  it  Over. 

You  are  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society  and  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  '? — Yes. 

We  would  like  you  to  state  to  us,  in  the  first  place,  anything 
you  would  like  to  say  on  the  subject  which  you  think  would  assist 
us  in  our  inquiry  ? — Yes,  if  I  had  before  me  the  terms  of  the 
reference  it  would  help  me ;  at  the  moment  I  cannot  call  the 
subjects  to  mind. — Poisons  Committee's  Report,  page  9. 

Other  Evidence. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Ironmongers'  Federated 
Association,  said  the  branches  of  his  Association  have  a  member- 
ship of  about  2,000. 

At  a  meeting  held  this  year  Mr.  Smith  stated  that  0  Our 
Associations  now  number  over  1,0  JO  of  the  best  ironmongers 
in  the  country."  (Published  statement  by  the  President  of 
the  Association,  February  27,  1903.)  The  list  of  members 
published  in  April,  1901,  contains  the  names  of  under  700 
members. 

Mr.  Smith,  asked  to  give  an  idea  of  the  difference  between  the 
prices  charged  for  sheep-dips  by  general  dealers  and  chemists, 
Mr.  Smith  said :  "  The  ironmonger  has  been  able  in  past  times 
to  sell,  I  should  think,  at  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  chemist." 

Generally  this  is  not  the  case,  because  (1)  the  gross  profit 
rarely  exceeds  25  per  cent.,  and  (2)  a  profit  of  10  per  cent,  is 
the  average  taken  on  sheep-dips. 

Part  III. 

The  introduction  of  a  third  part  to  Schedule  A  ...  is  perhaps 
not  very  objectionable.  .  .  .  We  are  less  sure  whether  the  ease 
with  which  under  these  proposals  deadly  substances  could  be  pro- 
cured might  not  lead  to  their  use  for  criminal  purposes.  We 
have  only  too  much  experience  already  of  how  the  free  distribu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant  has  been  abused.  Many 
sanitiry  authorities  now  decline  to  distribute  it  to  householders 
at  all.  Arsenic  is  certainly  not  less  dangerous  unless  some  of  the 
old  restrictions  be  revived  and  enforced.  The  matter  requires 
much  mature  consideration.  .  .  .  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  makes 
a  suggestion  so  extraordinary  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it 
need  be  taken  seriously  [i.e.,  as  regards  doctors'  surgeries].  We 
cannot  think  that  the  proposal  to  give  local  authorities  power  to 
grant  licences  to  suitable  persons  to  assist  medical  men  in  dis 
pensing  prescriptions  is  one  which  can  be  entertained.  Mr. 
Cross's  supplementary  report  is  a  further  plea  in  favour  of  the 
oppressed  farmer  and  gardener. — British  Medical  Journal, 


personalities. 


Mr.  T.  C.  Cornwell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hanley,  has 
been  placed  on  the  committee  of  the  North  Staffs  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Frederick  Davis,  principal  of  the  Imperial  College 
of  Pharmacy,  is  announced  as  the  vocalist  at  an  organ- 
recital  at  St.  Sepulchre's  Church,  E.C.,  on  March  23. 

Mr.  Barratt  Carrington  Sellars,  manufacturing 
chemist,  Fairfield,  near  Manchester,  has  been  placed  on  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancaster. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  operation  for  glaucoma 
performed  by  Mr.  Marcus  Gunn  upon  Mr.  W.  G.  Taplin, 
chemist  and  druggist,  for  many  years  in  business  at 
91  Hampstead  Road,  N.W.,  has  been  successful. 

Mr.  Sims  Overton,  lately  representing  Messrs.  Hockin, 
Wilson  &  Co.  in  South  London,  is  now  employed  in  a  similar 
capacity  with  Messrs.  Rawsco  (Limited),  mineral-water 
manufacturers,  Little  Edward  Street,  Albany  Street,  N.W. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  Cambridge  Town 
Council  have  appointed  Councillor  A.  Sidney  Campkin,  J.P., 
President  of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical  Association,  a 
delegate  to  attend  the  Congress  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  to- 
be  held  at  Bradford. 

Dr.  Charles  F.  Hutchinson,  who  has  been  returned  to- 
Parliament  as  Liberal  member  for  Rye,  goes  to  strengthen 
the  medical  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Dr. 
Hutchinson  is  a  graduate  of  Edinburgh  University  and  a. 
M.R.C.S.  At  one  time  he  was  medical  officer  of  the  Sea- 
bathing Infirmary  at  Scarborough,  and  afterwards  assistant 
physician  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary.  He  now 
resides  in  Knowle,  Mayfield,  Sussex 

The  complimentary  dinner  to  Lieutenant  John  Gibson 
F.C.S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hexham,  on  his  retiral  from, 
the  1st  V.B.  Northumberland  Fusiliers,  held  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Hexham,  on  March  10,  was  a  most  successful  affair. 
Amongst  those  who  sent  letters  and  telegrams  were  Mr. 
W.  C.  B.  Beaumont,  M.P.,  and  Lieutenant  T.  W.  Robson, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Tiverton — the  latter  also  an  enthu- 
siastic Volunteer  and  former  apprentice  of  Gibson  &  Sons,. 
He::ham. 

Alderman  F.  Bird,  chemist,  Coventry,  who  for  the  past 
thirty-three  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  Coventry  School 
Board  and  for  seven  years  its  Chairman,  has  been  further- 
honoured  in  his  native  city  during  the  past  week.  A  new- 
set  of  schools,  to  accommodate  1,220  children,  having  been 
approved  by  the  Education  Department,  is  about  to  be 
built,  and  the  Board  unanimously  agreed  to  name  these  im- 
portant schools  the  '-'  Frederick  Bird  Schools  "  in  recogni- 
tion of  Mr.  Bird's  services.  Mr.  Bird  is  also  a  member  of 
the  City  Municipal  Trust,  and  has  recently  been  re-elected 
an  alderman  of  the  old  city. 

Mr.  William  C.  Fitzgerald,  chemist  and  druggist,  who- 
has  for  a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  been  in  the 
Antipodes,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  Wellington,  N  Z., 
is  now  in  London.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  built  up  one  of  the 
leading  businesses  in  New  Zealand,  his  pharmacy  in  Welling- 
ton being  one  of  the  most  up  to  date  in  the  colony.  He  was 
also  a  successful  public  vaccinator,  and  has  been  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  N.Z.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
had  an  opportunity  of  disposins  of  his  business  some  time- 
ago,  and  proposes  to  settle  in  South  Africa  should  an  oppor- 
tunity occur.  At  all  events,  on  the  way  home  he  went  up  to- 
the  Transvaal  and  got  registered.  On  leaving  Wellington 
Mr.  Fitzgerald's  services  to  colonial  pharmacy  were  hand- 
somely acknowledged  by  his  pharmaceutical  colleagues,  and 
public  men,  from  Mr.  Seddon  downwards,  paid  tribute  to  his 
worth  in  a  series  of  flattering  letters.  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  visit- 
to  England  is  mainly  for  pleasure.  He  is  accompanied  by 
his  son  Maurice,  who  served  with  the  N.Z.  contingent  in  the 
Boer  war.  Any  who  wish  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald may  address  letters  to  him  care  of  the  C.  #  D.  offices. 
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Xegal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

Tbe  Weostyle  Trade-mark. — An  application  was  made 
"before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  last  week  by  Mr.  Gestetner,  Cross 
Strset,  Islington,  copying-apparatus  manufacturer,  to  remove  from 
■the  register  of  trade-marks  the  word  "  Neostyle,"  which  is  the 
■registered  trade-mark  of  the  Neostyle  Manufacturing  Company 
(Limited).  The  applicant  claimed  that  he  had  used  this  mark 
since  1889  and  that  it  really  belonged  to  him,  and  had  also  used 
"  Neocyclostyle,"  in  connection  with  similar  articles.  The  matter 
was  complicated  by  agreements  between  applicant  and  defendant, 
'but  his  Lordship  thought  there  had  been  acquiescence.  The 
resemblance  between  "  Neostyle  "  and  "  Cyclostyle  "  is  not  such  as 
■is  calculated  to  deceive.    The  application  was  refused,  with  costs. 

High  Court  Cases. 

Eau  de  Cologne. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  March  13,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Farwell,  Mr.  Upjohn,  K.C.,  said  that  in  the  case  of  Wagner 
■v.  the  Cologne  Syndicate  (Limited),  the  motion  for  an 
injunction,  when  it  was  on  on  a  former  occasion,  became 
converted  into  a  summons  for  directions,  and  his  Lordship 
•gave  liberty  to  the  parties  to  apply  for  a  date  for  trial  when 
they  were  ready.  They  were  now  ready,  and  as  there  were 
■witnesses  coming  from  abroad  perhaps  his  Lordship  would 
fix  a  convenient  day.    His  Lordship  fixed  March  28. 

The  Invention  of  the  Dynamo. 

On  March  13.  before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  Dr.  Henry  Wilde, 
■of  Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire,  who  claims  to  be  the  inventor  of 
the  dynamo,  brought  an  action  against  Professor  Silvanus 
Thompson  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from  attributing 
the  invention  to  Faraday,  in  a  second  edition  of  "  Michael 
Faraday  "  and  a  sixth  edition  of  "  The  History  of  Dynamos," 
which  was  first  published  in  1884.  He  claimed  that  the 
statements  made  were  libellous,  and  tended  to  injure  his 
reputation  as  an  inventor.  His  Lordship  dismissed  the 
action  with  costs. 

Jeye3'  Sanitary  Compounds  v.  Pearson. 

This  action,  which  has  been  standing  over  for  some  time 
with  a  view  to  a  compromise,  was  again  down  for  hearing 
before  Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  the  King's  Bench  Division  of 
■the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Tuesday,  March  17.  The 
action  arose  out  of  the  agency  which  the  defendant  held  for 
■the  sale  of  Jeyes'  disinfecting  fluids  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  Continent  (see  C.  D.,  January  17,  et  peq.).  Mr. 
Dickens,  K.C.,  for  plaintiffs,  on  the  case  being  called,  said 
'he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  parties  had  come  to 
terms.  The  two  actions  had  been  arranged  on  terms  which 
■would  settle  all  disputes  between  the  parties.  Mr.  McCall, 
for  the  defendants,  said  that  was  so,  and  the  terms  would  be 
■  enforced  by  his  Lordship's  order. 

Ingram's  Enemas. 

At  the  Supreme  Court,  Melbourne,  Vic,  on  February  4, 
Mr.  Justice  A'Beckett  gave  his  decision  in  the  action  brought 
by  Messrs.  J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  London,  to  restrain  the 
Indiarubba,  Guttapercha,  and  Telegraph  Company,  of  Mel- 
bourne, from  putting  upon  the  plaintiffs'  "  London  enemas  " 
=a  stamp  similar  to  what  the  plaintiffs  put  upon  their 
No.  1,474  enemas.  Evidence  and  counsel  in  the  case  were 
•heard  by  his  Lordship  last  October,  Mr.  Purvis,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  Cussen  being  for  the  p'aintiffs,  and  Mr.  Isaacs,  K.C  , 
and  Mr.  W.  Fink  for  the  defendants.  His  Lordship,  in 
ugiving  judgment,  recited  the  facts  of  the  case,  which,  briefly, 
are  that  plaintiffs  put  on  the  market,  at  63s.,  45j  ,  and  36\<. 
per  dozen,  an  enema  stamped  "  Ingram  &  Son,  patent 
!No.  1  474,  LondoD,  England.  Warranted  not  to  split."  Also 
another  at  45<.,  36.'.,  and  27s.  per  dozen,  stamped  " Patent 
-seamless  enema ;  London  manufacture  warranted."  The 
defendants  purchased  the  latter,  and  stamped  them,  "  Ingram 
Son,  patent  No.  1,474  enema.  Warranted  not  tD  split." 
They  did  not  deny  use  of  the  stamp,  and  claimed  that  the 
lower-priced  or  London  enemas  are  in  all  respects  the  same 
.-as  the  No.  1,474,  except  that  they  are  differently  stamped. 
His  Lordship  found  that  the  charge  of  passing  off  the 


"  London  "  enema  as  the  "  No.  1.474  "  had  been  sustained, 
and  that  the  defendants  had  the  uf  e  of  the  stamp  complained 
of  without  permission,  but  as  defendants  claimed  that  the 
one  kind  of  enema  was  the  same  as  the  other,  his  Lordship 
addressed  himself  to  that  point,  and  reviewed  the  evidence. 
He  said  it  was  clear  that  the  plaintiffs  had  assured 
defendants  that  after  the  patent  expired  they  had,  to 
meet  competition,  branded  the  enema  the  "  London," 
to  be  sold  at  a  lower  rate  than  had  been  charged  for 
the  No.  1,474.  In  a  letter  to  defendants,  dated  July  2, 
1895,  they  told  defendants  that  the  enemas  were  pre- 
cisely the  same,  and  offered  to  supply  them  with  or 
without  brands.  In  August,  1896,  the  defendants  declined  to 
execute  further  orders,  and  in  a  letter  dated  August  12, 1896, 
incidentally  mentioned  first  and  second  qualities ;  thereupon 
defendants  wrote  calling  attention  to  the  letter  of  July  2, 
1895,  and  saying  that  if  there  was  really  a  second  quality 
Ingram  &  Son  had  been  guilty  of  a  distinct  breach  of  faith. 
This  letter  (written  in  Silvertown,  E  )  was  acknowledged, 
and  a  few  days  later  the  plaintiffs  wrote  saying  the  enemas 
they  were  supplying  were  not  of  second  quality,  but  precisely 
the  same  quality  as  No.  1,474.  They,  however,  explained 
that  when  they  offered  to  supply  their  seamless  enemas  un- 
branded  they  did  not  expect  to  meet  the  difficulty  that  had 
cropped  up — viz  ,  people  branding  them  "  Ingram's,"  and  then 
getting  the  same  price  for  them  as  for  the  higher-priced 
enema ;  hence  they  had  stopped  supplying  unbranded 
enemas.  His  Lordship  also  referred  to  the  evidence  on 
commission  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Ingram,  manager  of  the  defendants' 
business,  and,  after  speaking  of  "  his  loose  and  inconsistent 
statements,"  said  that  no  evidence  was  given  of  any  substan- 
tial difference  of  producing  the  one  as  against  the  cost  of 
producing  the  other.  Mr.  Ingram's  other  evidenca  as  to 
damage  caused  by  the  defendants  also  failed  to  convince  his 
Lordship  that  defendants  had  caused  any.  The  other  evi- 
dence went  to  show  that  experts  could  not  detect  any 
difference  between  the  two  kinds  of  enemas.  His  Lordship 
then  addressed  himself  as  to  whether  a  manufacturer  can 
restrain  the  putting  on  of  a  stamp  upon  what  he  calls  the 
second  class,  which  stamp  he  puts  only  upon  the  first  or 
higher-priced  class.  This  was  settled  in  Kirker,  Greer  &  Co. 
v.  Mayman  (N.S.W.  State  Reports,  1901,  vol.  1,  Eq.  73) 
where  Justice  A.  H.  Simpson  granted  an  injunction  to  restrain 
defendant  from  labelling  as  plaintiffs'  a  whisky  bottled  by 
defendant  from  bulk  supplied  by  plaintiffs,  the  bulk  whisky 
being  admittedly  the  same  as  that  supplied  by  plaintiffs  in 
bottle.  Plaintiffs  sold  the  whisky  at  5s.  a  bottle,  and 
defendant  sold  his  bottling  at  4s.  6d.  per  bottle,  and  the  real 
test  was  whether  the  consumers — i.e.  the  public — preferred 
the  one  to  the  other.  Justice  Simpson  held  that  the  pay- 
ment of  the  extra  sixpence  proved  that  they  did.  His 
Lordship  (A'Beckett)  applied  this  decision  to  the  present 
case,  holding  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  maintain  the 
distinction  between  their  enemas,  and  therefore  he  should 
restrain  the  use  of  the  stamp  which  tended  to  destroy  it.  He 
then  reviewed  defendants'  objection  that  the  plaintiffs  had 
no  right  to  use  the  words  "  Patent  1,474,"  the  patent  rights 
having  expired,  and  after  quoting  "  Kealy  on  Trade-marks" 
and  Morgan  v.  McAdam  (36  L.  J.,  —  Ch.  p.  — ,  V.  C.  Wood), 
said  the  reference  to  the  number  of  the  patent  would  enable 
anyone  interested  to  ascertain  the  date  up  to  which  the 
patent  was  in  force,  and  plaintiffs  had  not  used  it  to  deceive. 
Eeference  was  also  made  to  plaintiffs'  advertisements,  which 
had  been  declared  by  the  defenje  to  be  false  representations 
— e.g.,  a  label  in  the  box  was  to  the  following  effect  :— 

Caution. — -Unless  the  Enema  on  this  box  bears  Ingram's  name 
or  "  No.  1474  "  it  is  not  a  genuine  Ingram's  Patent  Seamless 
Enema. 

This  and  similar  statements  his  Lordship  characterised  as 
misleading,  and  he  said  if  it  were  an  individual  who  was 
disparaged  he  would  be  entitled  to  heavy  damages  from 
plaintiffs  for  false  and  injurious  statements  as  to  his 
character.  He  also  considered  the  question  as  to  whether 
plaintiffs  acting  as  they  had  done  should  be  permitted  to 
restrain  the  use  of  the  trade-mark  which  they  put  on  their 
unduly  exalted  goods.  He  thought  the  interests  of  trade 
morality  would  not  be  advanced  by  closing  the  door  against 
such  a  suitor,  and  in  deciding  for  plaintiffs  ordered  "  that 
the  defendants,  their  agents,  and  servants  be  restrained  from 
affixing  the  stamp  in  the  statement  of  claim  mentioned  or 
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-any  other  stamp  or  mark  bearing  the  figures  1,474  to  any 
enemas  which  have  not  been  stamped  by  the  plaintiffs  No. 
1474;  that  the  defendants  deliver  up  to  the  plaintiffs  the 
said  stamp;  that  the  defendants  pay  to  the  plaintiffs  51.  in 
satisfaction  of  the  damages  sought  by  the  statement  of 
claim  ;  that  the  parties  respectively  abide  their  own  costs 
of  this  action."    Leave  to  appeal  was  granted. 

How  is  Abbey's  Salt  Made  ! 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Tuesday,  March  17,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Farwell,  Mr.  Colefax  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
-plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Kerfoot  v.  the  Abbey  Effervescent 
Salt  Company  (Limited)  on  a  summons  taken  out  asking 
that  the  defendants  might  be  ordered  to  give  further  and 
•better  particulars  of  a  process  used  in  connection  with  the 
[preparation  of  effervescent  salt.  Mr.  A.  J.  Wallis  appeared 
for  the  defendants,  and  contended  that  the  user  mentioned 
in  the  particulars  was  the  common  and  general  user.  After 
some  discussion  his  Lordship  made  no  order  upon  the 
summons,  except  that  the  costs  should  be  costs  in  the  action. 

Mrs.  Beecham's  Action. 

Sir  Francis  Jeune,  President  of  the  Probate,  &c,  Division 
of  the  High  Court,  on  Friday,  March  13,  gave  his  decision  in 
the  application  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Beecham  for  an  addition  to 
the  2,5007  a  year  which  her  husband  allows  her  under  a 
separation-order.  The  petitioner  resides  in  the  house  of  a 
medical  man,  and  it  was  stated  on  her  behalf  that  the 
income  allowed  is  inadequate,  as  she  pays  1,000/.  a  year  to 
the  doctor,  keeps  a  carriage  and  extra  servants,  and  needs 
500/.  for  dress.  It  was  also  stated  that  her  husband's 
income  is  30  000/.  a  year  from  the  pills,  and  50,000?.  from 
other  investments  This  was  denied,  Mr.  Priestley.  K.C., 
stating  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Beecham  that  an  income  of  20,000/. 
was  admitted,  but  not  50,000/.  As  to  Mrs.  Beecham's 
manner  of  living,  he  told  the  Court  that  at  the  time  Mr. 
Beecham  married  her,  in  1873,  she  was  a  dressmaker  in  a 
small  way  of  business.  His  client  was  so  anxious  to  treat 
his  wife  with  fairness  and  consideration  that  he  was  prepared 
to  secure  to  her  the  payment  of  2  500/.,  cluni  sola,  with 
restraint  from  alienation.  The  President,  in  delivering 
judgment,  said  the  question  he  had  to  consider  was  whether 
2,500/.  was  a  proper  sum.  The  Court  could  only  allot 
alimony  on  the  basis  of  the  petitioner's  personal  require- 
ments, without  consideration  of  what  she  wished  to  do  for 
her  son  and  daughter.  Her  requirements  appeared  to  be 
1,000/  ,  and  he  had  to  ask  himself  whether  a  further  1,500/. 
was  not  amply  sufficient  to  provide  for  such  necessary 
luxuries  as  she  required.  Mr.  Beecham,  with  the  fairness  he 
had  shown  throughout  this  case,  had  met  the  difficulty  as  to 
the  petitioner's  future,  and  had  undertaken  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  2  500/.  to  his  wife  during  her  widowhood. 
Mr.  Beecham  had  indeed  behaved  with  exemplary  fairness 
and  generosity  in  the  matter,  and  the  order  of  the  Registrar 
for  2  500/.  a  year  would,  therefore,  stand. 


Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

Unstamped  and  Unlicensed. 

At  Pontypridd,  on  March  11,  a  herbalist,  residing  at  Coed- 
•penmaen  Road,  Pontypridd,  named  James  Davies,  was 
-summoned  for  selling  pills  without  a  licence  and  without 
the  Inland  Revenue  stamp.  Mr.  Hawkins,  who  prosecuted, 
-stated  that  the  defendant,  who  was  a  herbalist,  had  a  shop 
4n  Pontypridd  and  a  stall  in  the  market-place,  where  he 
-sold  his  pills.  Mr.  Dixon,  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
deposed  to  purchasing  a  67.  box  of  the  pills  at  each  place, 
.and  he  received  a  handbill  recommending  them  as  a  cure 
for  indigestion,  &c.  Defendant  said  he  was  not  aware  that 
a  licence  was  required  or  that  the  boxes  should  be  stamped. 
Mr.  Nicholas  (for  the  defence)  said  he  wished  that, 
instead  of  taking  proceedings  against  a  man  broken  down 
in  health  like  his  client,  the  authorities  had  proceeded 
against  one  of  those  who  drove  about  in  their  carriages  and 
wore  glossy  silk  hats.  The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  1/., 
including  costs,  in  each  of  the  two  cases. 

Sale  of  B.P.  Medicines. 

The  business  of  the  Leeds  City  Police  Court  on  Tuesday, 
March  17,  was  largely  confined  to  the  hearing  of  a  summons 


taken  out  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  against  Mr. 
George  Crawshaw,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Headingley 
Lane,  Leeds,  for  having  sold  certain  medicines  unstamped 
which  it  was  alleged  were  liable  to  stamp-duty.  The 
medicines  involved  were  Gregory's  powder,  Friar's  balsam, 
antiraonial  wine,  compound  liquorice-powder,  extract  of 
cascara  sagrada,  and  diarrhoea-mixture.  Mr.  G.  H.  Denniss, 
barrister-at-law,  London,  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  ;  and  Mr.  Alexander  Neill,  of  Bradford,  defended. 

Mr.  Denniss  explained  that  the  Revenue  officer,  when  he 
made  his  first  purchase  at  the  defendant's  shop,  was  handed 
a  price-list  in  which  was  enumerated  a  long  list  of  medicines 
in  general  family  use,  together  with  remarks  as  to  the 
doses  and  remedial  properties.  The  defendant  held  out 
in  his  list  Gregory's  powder  as  a  remedy  for  dyspepsia  and 
constipation ;  the  antimonial  wine  he  held  out  as  a  remedy 
for  coughs,  colds,  and  fevers  ;  Friar's  balsam  as  a  remedy 
for  chronic  coughs ;  the  compound  liquorice-powder  for 
constipation,  &c. ;  and  the  cascara  for  chronic  constipation. 
Mr.  Denniss  claimed  that  the  statements  in  the  book 
handed  by  the  defendant  to  the  officer  held  out  these 
medicines  as  being  beneficial  to  the  cure,  &c,  or  prevention 
of  the  diseases  mentioned  and  the  medicines  were  therefore 
liable  to  duty.  The  statements,  as  a  fact,  constituted  a  public 
notice  or  advertisement  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  The 
articles,  be  further  argued,  did  not  come  within  the  exemption 
clauses,  seeing  that  they  had  been  held  out  as  beneficial. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  (Mr.  C.  M.  Atkinson)  remarked 
that  it  was  rather  curious  to  put  exemption  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Denniss  explained  the  special  exemption  as  regards 
chemists  who  sell  mixtures,  &c,  whose  properties  as 
remedial  agents  are  known,  admitted,  and  approved,  and 
argued  that  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  original  vendor  "  is  that 
of  the  person  who  first  sells  the  article  in  a  dutiable  condition, 
and  the  person  who  sells  it  thus  had  to  put  on  the  stamp. 

Mr.  T.  Jameson,  an  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  stated 
that  he  visited  the  defendant's  shop  on  two  separate 
occasions — viz.,  September  16  and  18,  1902.  On  the  first 
occasion,  when  making  his  purchase,  he  was  handed  the  list 
produced.  On  the  second  occasion  he  purchased  the 
bottles  of  medicines  produced,  all  of  them  being  unstamped. 

Mr.  Neill:  Did  you  ask  for  the  price-list? 

The  Witness  :  No ;  it  was  handed  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Crawshaw :  Presumably  he  was  the  elder  of  the 
two  persons  in  the  shop. 

Did  you  go  for  the  purpose  of  getting  any  articles  1 — For 
some  gripe-mixture;  it  was  stamped.  Some  eucalyptus 
cough-mixture  also,  which  likewise  was  stamped. 

The  articles  you  got  on  the  18 5h  are  among  the  commonest 
things  sold  by  chemists :  cascara  is  sold  by  any  chemist  ? — 
Practically  so. 

And  prescribed  by  every  doctor  ? — I  believe  so. 

And  it  is  sold  just  in  the  state  as  Mr.  Crawshaw  would 
get  it  ? — I  cannot-,  say  that. 

Questioned  as  to  the  diarrhoea-mixture,  witness  said  he 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  sold  as  Crawshaw's. 

Mr.  Neill :  Simply  as  diarrhcea-mixture  I 

The  Witness  :  Specially  prepared  by  Mr.  Crawshaw. 

Mr.  Neill :  Where  ? — In  one  of  the  recommendations. 

Mr.  Neill  glanced  at  the  list  before  him,  and  remarked, 
I  think  you  will  find,  not  "  Specially  prepared,"  but  "  As 
prepared." 

It  was  argued  by  Mr.  Neill  that  Mr.  Crawshaw  had  not 
held  out  or  recommended  the  articles  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act.  The  price-list  was  not  intended  to  be  a  public 
advertisement  at  all-  There  was  simply  the  name  of  the 
chemist  on  it  to  begin  with.  It  was  a  "  list  of  medicines  in 
general  family  use,  with  their  doses  and  remedial  properties," 
not  recommended  by  Mr.  Crawshaw  as  remedial.  Mr. 
Crawshaw  said  in  effect,  argued  counsel,  "  I  do  not  ask  you 
to  buy  them  at  my  shop,  or  I  do  not  say  even  that  I  sell 
them ;  there  may  be  many  articles  in  the  list  I  do  not  sell. 
I  will  give  you  a  list  of  medicines  in  general  family  use, 
with  their  doses  and  remedial  properties,  and  I  do  not  say 
that  they  are  dispensed  by  me  ;  all  I  say  is  that  they  are  in 
general  use."  Could  that,  asked  counsel,  be  called  holding 
out  or  recommendation  by  the  original  or  first  vendor  1 
Mr.  Crawshaw  did  not  say  he  was  the  vendor  at  all. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  remarked  that  it  would  hardly 
be  likely  that  Mr.  Crawshaw  would  advertise  the  wares  of 
other  people. 
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Mr.  Neill  went  on  to  say  that  Mr.  Crawshaw,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  his  price-list  more  attractive,  gave  his 
customers  information  which,  perhaps,  they  otherwise  would 
not  get.  He  argued  that  the  original  or  first  vendor  was  the 
person  who  supplied  the  article,  cascara,  for  instance,  in 
bulk.  If  Mr.  Crawshaw  got  a  gallon  of  it  and  sold  an  ounce 
to  a  purchaser,  he  was  simply  retailing  it  as  a  chemist,  and 
was  not  the  original  vendor.  The  original  vendor  would 
have  to  be  traced  back.  Mr.  Crawshaw, ,  in  buying  from  a 
wholesale  man,  and  selling  it,  was  merely  a  secondary 
vendor.  In  regard  to  the  diarrhoea-mixture,  Mr.  Neill  ad- 
mitted that  his  case  on  that  ground  was  not  quite  so  strong 
as  it  was  in  respect  of  the  remaining  five  articles. 

Mr.  Crawshaw  gave  evidence.  He  said  he  was  a  properly 
qualified  chemist,  and  had  served  his  apprenticeship  under 
Mr.  Brown,  Headingley.  The  information  in  his  price-list 
was  in  general  use  and  was  not  compiled  specially  by  him. 
He  had  a  great  many  dutiable  articles,  perhaps  thirty  or  forty, 
all  of  which  were  named  in  the  price-list.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  diarrhoea-mixture  he  had  stamps  on  them  all. 
He  had  made  inquiries  respecting  that  mixture,  and  was  told 
it  was  not  liable  to  duty.  He  sold  the  other  articles  in 
respect  of  the  summons  just  as  he  bought  them. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  that  the  matter  was  of 
such  importance  that  he  would  defer  judgment  for  a  week. 

Summons  Withdrawn. 

At  the  Leicester  Borough  Police  Court  on  Wednesday, 
March  18,  Alfred  Hodson,  Biddulph  Street,  was  summoned 
for  exposing  for  sale  on  September  27,  1902,  a  bottle  con- 
taining liver-tonic  without  a  label  provided  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Inland  Revenue,  denoting  the  duty  charged  on  such 
bottle.  There  was  a  second  summons,  charging  defendant 
with  a  similar  offence  in  respect  to  Hodson's  pectoral  cough- 
balsam.  Mr.  Joseph  Hepworth,  Excise  officer,  stated  that 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Inland  Revenue  had  accepted  a 
compromise-penalty  in  the  case,  and  they  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  the  summons.  The  request  was 
allowed. 


Dentists  Act. 

Prosecution  Under  Section  3. 

At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  March  17,  before  the 
Stipendiary  (Mr.  T.  W.  Lewis),  N.  S.  Bernstein,  110  Albany 
Road,  was  summoned  for  using  a  description  implying  that 
he  was  a  person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry,  he 
not  being  at  the  time  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act, 
1878.  Mr  Geo.  David  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Cardiff 
branch  of  the  British  Daatal  Association,  and  explained  that 
defendant  formerly  carried  on  business  at  Manchester.  Early 
in  February  he  went  to  Cardiff,  and  commenced  practising 
dentistry  at  a  house  in  Albany  Road.  In  the  pamphlet  on 
the  teeth  defendant  held  out  that  he  performed  operations 
skilfully.  On  his  behalf  Mr.  Forsdike  stated  that  defendant 
had  held  himself  out  as  being  specially  qualified,  and  he  had 
advised  the  defendant  to  withdraw  the  circular,  and  he  had 
promptly  done  so.  The  Stipendiary  imposed  a  fine  of  20s. 
and  costs. 


Sunday  Trading. 

JOHN  Reinecke,  botanical  brewer,  was  summoned  at 
Grimsby  on  March  16  for  Sunday  trading.  Police  evidence 
was  given  of  youths  buying  drinks,  one  lad  stating  that  he 
purchased  a  drink  of  sarsaparilla  and  the  other  that  he  ob- 
tained ginger-beer.  Mr.  Schultess  Young,  barrister,  of  London , 
who  appeared  for  the  defence,  said  there  was  a  contention 
between  medical  men  as  to  whether  or  not  sarsaparilla  was 
of  medical  use,  and  if  necessary  he  should  call  witnesses  to 
show  that  it  was  of  use.  For  the  defence,  he  objected  that 
as  defendant  had  been  summoned  for  carrying  on  his  busi- 
ness as  a  botanical  brewer,  it  was  useless  for  the  police  to 
show  that  he  had  been  selling  ginger-beer  or  ordinary 
refreshments ;  for  instance,  if  he  were  a  draper  and  also  a 
grocer,  and  was  summoned  for  selling  groceries  on  Sunday, 
it  would  be  futile  to  prove  that  he  was  selling  yards  of 
calico.  After  a  good  deal  of  argument,  Mr.  Young,  holding 
up  the  summons,  asked  humorously  how  it  was  those  who 
issued  it  were  ninety  years  ahead  of  the   times.  The 


summons  was  dated  "  1993."  (Laughter.)  Ultimately  the 
case  was  dismissed. 


Illegal  Distress, 

At  Birmingham  Nisi  Prius  Court  on  March  13,  an  action  was 
brought  by  James  Dancey,  carrying  on  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Old  Hill,  to  recover  100Z.  damages  from  Harry  Thomas 
and  Samuel  Timmins,  certified  bailiff,  of  Cradley  Heath,  for 
wrongful  distress.  According  to  the  opening  statement  of 
Mr.  Shakspeare  (who  appeared  for  plaintiff),  Mr.  Dancey  in 
May  last  year  was  carrying  on  business  in  Birmingham,  and 
was  visited  by  Thomas,  who  claimed  to  be  his  wife's  uncle. 
After  negotiations,  a  decision  was  arrived  at  that  they  should 
enter  into  partnership  as  chemists  in  a  shop  belonging  to 
Thomas  at  74  High  Street,  Cradley  Heath,  plaintiff  to  find 
the  stock  and  Thomas  the  money.  Trouble  arose,  and 
Thomas  failed  to  find  money  as  promised,  and  in  September 
he  refused  to  allow  Dancey  to  remove  some  goods  which  he 
had  sold  to  a  customer.  Subsequently  plaintiff  was  able  to 
get  his  goods  away,  and  removed  to  Old  Hill.  Thomas 
gave  instructions  to  Timmins,  and  together  they  went  and 
seized  goods  in  the  new  shop.  Thomas's  defence  was  that 
he  was  entitled  to  seize  the  goods  because  at  the  time 
Dancey  owed  him  money.  Defendant  also  counterclaimed 
for  goods  supplied  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  shop.  After 
hearing  the  evidence  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
awarded  25/.  against  Thomas  and  51.  against  Timmins,  while 
the  counterclaim  was  dismissed. 


County  Court  Cases. 

A  Disputed  Order. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  March  17,  before 
Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  an  action  was  brought  by  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
Compound  Company,  Limited,  Qi  Cannon  Street,  against 
Mr.  B.  Wickens,  of  the  Borough,  to  recover  2/.  10s.  for 
10  gals,  of  disinfecting  fluid  supjjlied.  The  defence  was 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  sent  him  double  the  quantity  ordered 
and  defendant  returned  the  whole  of  it,  but  plaintiffs  refused 
delivery  and  the  fluid  is  lying  at  Pickford's.  The  Judge, 
after  hearing  the  evidence,  gave  judgment  for  the  defendant, 
with  costs. 

A  Persistent  Traveller. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  March  16,  before  Judge 
Rentoul,  K.C.,  Mr.  Charles  Sherwood,  trading  as  Charles 
Grant  &  Co.,  scent-merchants,  Cotton  Street,  Australian 
Avenue,  E.C.,  sought  to  recover  payment  of  an  account  for 
scent  supplied  to  Mr.  Flack,  222  Fulham  Road,  Brompton. 
The  defendant's  wife  informed  the  Court  that  the  scent  was 
never  ordered.  One  of  the  plaintiff's  travellers  called  upon 
them  and  asked  her  husband  to  give  an  order  for  scent. 
The  man  stood  in  the  shop  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
arguing  about  the  matter,  and  although  her  husband  had 
said  he  would  not  have  the  scent  the  traveller  said  he  would 
send  it  in  unless  the  defendant  wrote  a  postcard  to  the 
effect  that  it  was  not  to  be  forwarded.  Her  husband  told 
their  assistant  that  the  goods  were  not  to  be  received. 
Ultimately  they  came  without  a  trade-label  upon  them,  and 
they  were  taken  in  by  mistake.  They  did  not  know  the 
business  address  of  the  man  who  had  sent  the  goods,  but  as 
soon  as  the  parcel  had  been  opened  this  was  discovered  and 
the  goods  returned  to  the  plaintiff,  who  now  refused  to  take 
them  in.  The  plaintiff's  representative  assured  the  Court 
that  the  goods  had  been  opened  and  scent  abstracted  before 
the  parcel  was  returned.  Mrs.  Flack  denied  this,  and 
Judge  Rentoul  said  no  order  had  been  proved,  and  therefore 
he  must  hold  that  the  goods  had  never  been  ordered.  He- 
gave  judgment  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 


Be  Andrew  Mitchell,  Parsonage  Street,  Dursley,  Ch9mist 
and  Druggist.  —  The  statement  of  aff  Airs  shows  unsecured 
liabilities  amounting  to  155/..  3s.  Id.  and  11.  10s.  due  to  pre- 
ferential creditors.  The  assets  czmsist  of  stock-in-trade 
15/.  Is.  6fZ.  and  book-debts  21.  2s.  4;/.,  leaving  a  deficiency  of 
145/.  9s.  Id,    Debtor  attributes  h.'s  failure  to  "  illness  of  wife 
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and  self  to  a  large  extent."  The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was 
held  at  Gloucester  on  March  17,  the  Official  Receiver  (Mr.  Charles 
Scott)  presiding.  Only  the  bankrupt  was  present.  The  following 
creditors  have  proved  their  debts  :  — 

£  sr  d. 

Fox,  Francis  F.,  &  Co.,  Bristol    1*    4  11 

Gardner,  Thomas  &  Co.,  Bristol   9  10  3 

Lloyd,  T.  Howard,  &  Co.,  Leicester  ...  4  15  11 
Townsend,  James,  &  Son,  Exeter   1  13  3 

No  creditor  being  present  or  represented  no  resolution  was  passed' 
and  therefore  the  estate  will  be  wound  up  by  the  Official  Receiver- 
The  public  examination  was  held  the  same  day,  before  the 
Registrar  (Mr.  E.  Sidney  Hartland).  In  reply  to  the  Official 
Receiver,  debtor  said  he  was  51  years  of  age,  and  had  been  in 
business  about  twenty  years,  having  succeeded  to  a  business 
carried  on  at  Dursley,  paying  300/.  for  the  stock  and  goodwill,  and 
having  then  about  50?.  further  capitil.  The  business  was  a  paying 
concern  for  a  time,  but  owing  to  ill-health  the  business  decreased, 
and  he  also  had  to  employ  an  assistant.  In  1899  he  was  in 
difficulties,  and  executed  an  assignment  of  everything  to  a  trustee 
as  security  for  the  payment  of  a  composition  of  10.s.  in  the  pound. 
In  1902  he  sold  the  business,  and  thus  paid  the  composition,  and 
therefore  the  trust-deed  never  took  effect.  He  then  had  a  balance 
in  hand  of  between  70/.  and  80/.,  with  which  he  started  a  whole- 
sale chemist's  and  druggist's  business  at  Dursley,  but  this  business 
did  not  produce  a  living,  and  in  November  last  he  executed  another 
assignment  at  Norwich.  His  stock-in-trade,  which  had  cost  him 
over  100/ ,  was  distrained  upon  for  rent,  and  produced  only 
15/.  Is.  6<Z.  The  Official  Receiver,  said  there  was  nothing  for  the 
creditors,  the  distress  not  producing  sufficient  to  pay  the  rent 
distrained  for  and  the  costs  of  the  distress.  Bankrupt,  after 
answering  further  questions,  was  allowed  to  pass. 

Be  W.  J.  Evans,  trading  as  "  Evans  &  Son,"  26  Albany  Road, 
Cardiff,  Drug-store  Proprietor. — A  meeting  of  creditors  has  been 
held  at  Cardiff,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  deed  of  arrange- 
ment executed  by  the  debtor  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Dovey  be  confirmed  and 
registered,  and  that  the  realisation  of  the  estate  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Dovey.  Debtor  attributes  his  failure  to  "  want  of 
capital,  slackness  of  trade,  excessive  rent,  losses  through  sickness 
in  family,  and  losses  on  spoilt  goods."  The  unsecured  creditors 
are  returned  at  255/.  3s.  5(7.,  and  the  fully  secured  creditors  at  55/., 
the  estimated  value  of  security  being  63/.  15s.,  and  preferential 
creditors  21.  3s.  8d.  The  assets  are  estimated  to  produce 
133/.  7s.  The  following  are  unsecured  creditors  for  10/.  and 
upwards : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Duck  &  Son,  Cardiff   

30 

0 

0 

Ellis,  R.,  &  Son,  Ruthin 

19 

16 

0 

Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London 

17  16 

0 

Horner  &  Son,  London   

16 

5- 

3 

John  Sanger  &  Son,  London 

85 

17 

9 

John  Sanger  it  Son,  London  (costs) 

12 

18 

11 

Renson  Manufacturing  Company,  London 

15 

3  10 

Virol  (Limited),  London   

14 

18 

0 

Be  George  Edward  Heaton,  39  Robertson  Street,  Hastings 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Debtor  again  appeared,  on  March  13,  at 
the  Hastings  Bankruptcy  Court,  when  he  stated  that  his 
stock  was  sold  by  auction  for  30u/.,  which  he  did  not  consider  a 
fair  price.  He  had  lost  money  since  January,  1902,  and  up  to  that 
time  considered  the  profits  at  160/.  a  year  since  1895.  He  had  no 
idea  how  he  made  a  loss  of  260/.  last  year.  He  commenced  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Squire  in  1893,  and  in  1895  his  partner  went 
out,  debtor  paying  him  20/.  He  borrowed  200/.  In  1897  he 
borrowed  a  further  250/.  to  keep  his  business  up,  and  since  1895 
he  had  borrowed  950/.  in  all,  now  owing  1,700?.  He  had  known 
since  January  1,  1902,  that  he  could  not  pay  his  debts  in  full  if  he 
had  been  asked  to,  but  he  did  not  file  his  petition  last  year, 
because  he  hoped  to  sell  his  business  for  1,200Z,  The  examination 
was  closed. 


<Sa3ette. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Xingcombe,  A.  P.,  and  Simpson,  C.  (under  the  style  of 
Kingcombe  &  Simpson),  Towcester,  Northamptonshire,  sur- 
geons and  apothecaries. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

lean,  Wilfred,  Evesham,  Worcestershire,  wholesale  and  retail 
druggist.    Discharge  granted, 


Deefcs  of  Hrratt<$ement 


Taylor,  William  Darnley,  trading  as  the  Hightown  Chemical 
Company,  Hightown,  Liversedge,  chemical  manufacturer,  and 
ae  J.  D.  Taylor  &  Son,  at  Palatine  Chambers,  Halifax, 
chartered  accountant,  and  residing  at  Seite  House,  Liver- 
sedge.  Trustee,  Isaac  H.  Skinner,  24  Bridge  Street,  Bradford, 
chartered  accountant.  Dated,  March  7 ;  filed,  March  12. 
Secured  creditors,  1,394?.  2s. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  2,728?.  12s. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  1,803?.  15s.  8<?. 

Worsnop,  Charles,  trading  as  the  Bradford  Drug  Company, 
Browning  Street  Mills,  Browning  Street,  Bradford,  and 
residing  at  Clare  Villas,  Wyke,  Bradford.  Trustee,  John 
Butterfield,  2  Darley  Street,  Bradford,  chartered  accountant. 
Dated,  March  3;  filed,  March  10.  Secured  creditors,  660?.; 
liabilities  unsecured,  1,219?.  14s.  2<7. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
455/.  18s.  2d.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Butterfield  &  Hartman,  Bradford 

15 

0 

0 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Northwich 

17 

0 

0 

Dunn  Brothers,  Manchester   

Ellis,  Cordingley  &  Co.,  Cleckheaton  ... 

24 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

Farrar,  Harry,  &  Crowther,  Bradford  ... 
Fearnley,  A.,  Bradford  ... 

20 

0 

0 

31 

0 

0 

Hunt  Brothers,  Castleford   

75 

0 

0 

Kilner  Brothers  (Limited),  Dewsbury... 

13 

0 

0 

Kilner,  J.,  &  Sons,  Wakefield  ... 

13 

0 

0 

Metcalfe,  William  (Limited),  Church  ... 

21 

0 

0 

Norris,  W.  J.,  &   Brothers,  Sowerby 

Bridge 

11 

0 

0 

Pye,  E.,  Bradford  

Saire  &  Co.,  Manchester... 

14 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

Saunders  &  Saunders  (Limited),  Cleck- 

heaton 

98 

0 

0 

Spenoe,  W.  M.,  &  Son,  Bradford 

25 

0 

0 

Stephenson  Brothers,  Bradford.  

20 

0 

0 

United  Alkali  Company,  Liverpool 

43 

0 

0 

Bankers'  claims 

1,186 

0 

0 

Estimated  carriage  accounts 

10 

0 

0 

Rent  

71 

0 

0 

Trust  Deed. 

Mr.  John  Johnstone,  chemist  and  druggist,  118  Spring  Gardens, 
Abbeyhill,  Edinburgh,  has  granted  a  trust  deed  for  behoof  of  his 
creditors  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Laidlaw  E  wing,  of  Messrs.  Duncan, 
Flockhart  it  Co.,  wholesale  chemists,  Edinburgh.  Claims  should 
be  sent  in  forthwith  to  Messrs.  P.  Morison  A'  Son,  112  Hanover 
Street,  Edinburgh. 


TRew  Companie0  &  Company  mews. 


Copperas  Colour  Company  (Limited). — Capital  20,000/.,  in 
50?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  at  Briton  Ferry,  Glam.,  or  else- 
where, the  business  of  colour,  paint,  and  varnish  manufacturers, 
chemical-manufacturers,  copperas  makers,  rnetal-recoverers,  metal- 
lurgists, electro-depositors,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification,  500?. 
Registered  office,  Briton  Ferry,  Glam. 

Samuel  Meggitt  (Sheffield),  Limited. — Capital  5,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  at 
the  Sheffield  Bone-mills,  Effingham  Road,  Sheffield,  as  Samuel 
Meggitt,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of,  inter  alia,  manufac- 
turers of  and  dealers  in  chemical-manure,  glue,  size,  manufacturing 
chemists,  etc.,  provided  that  for  fifteen  years  from  September  15, 
1902,  the  company  shall  not  carry  on  in  England  or  be  interested 
in  the  business  of  glue,  size,  chemical  or  bone  manure  or  grease 
manufacturers,  excepting  such  grease  as  may  be  produced  from 
bones  purchased  for  the  purposes  of  the  company's  business,  and 
for  the  like  period  shall  not  manufacture  the  residue  derived  from 
bones  into  manure  by  dissolving  it  with  sulphuric  acid  or  other- 
wise. No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  office,  Sheffield  Bone- 
mills,  Effingham  Road,  Sheffield. 

Chilvers,  Johnson  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?.,  in  10/- 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  wholesale  druggist, 
drysalter  and  oil  merchant  now  carried  on  by  Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson 
as  "  Chilvers  Johnson  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colourmen,  manufacturers 
of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrii  1 
and  other  preparations,  makers  and  vendors  of  electrical,  chemical, 
photographic,  surgical  and  scientific  apparatus  and  materials,  &c. 
The  first  subscribers  are :  Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson,  Holly  House,  Cot- 
tingham  ;  W.  T.  Ayre,  The  Avenue,  High  Street,  Hull,  merchant 
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W.  A.  Allison,  190  Hawthorne  Avenue,  Hull,  laundry  maniger; 
F.  E.  Johnson,  F.C.S.,  M.P.S.,  Holly  House,  Cottinghara,  con- 
sulting chemist ;  H.  Bone,  86  Lister  Road,  Hull,  chemist's 
manager ;  Mrs.  M.  H.  Temple,  Princes  Street,  Hull ;  and  R. 
Davies,  Hull,  solicitor.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first 
directors  are  Mrs.  E.  S.  Johnson  (permanent  managing  director) 
and  F.  E.  Johnson  (permanent  secretary  and  manager,  with  250?. 
per  annum  as  remuneration).  Qualification  10  shares.  Registered 
office,  8-9  Princes  Street,  Hull. 

John  Morgan  Richards  &  Sons  (Limited). — Registered  on 
March  10,  with  a  capital  of  100,000/.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To 
acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  as 
John  Morgan  Richards,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  M.  Richards, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  patent-medicine  vendors  and 
dealers,  drug-merchants,  herbalists,  manufacturing  and  dispensing 
chemists,  druggists,  chemical  manufacturers  and  dealer],  dry- 
salters,  importers  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pioprietary 
articles,  scents,  soap,  and  surgical  instruments  and  appliances, 
commission  agents,  warehousemen,  general  storekeepers,  &c.  The 
signatories  are  :  J.  M.  Richards,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. ; 
J.  M.  Richards,  jun.,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. ;  N.  M.  Richards, 
46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. ;  T.  S.  Beals,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C. ; 
R.  Liddiard,  8  Marco  Road,  Hammersmith,  W. ;  T.  Russell, 
46  Holborn  Viaduct,  EC.;  A.  G.  "Warren,  Hildarina,  Mount 
Pleasant  Road,  Tottenham.  No  initial  public  is;ue.  The  number 
of  directors  is  to  be  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five.  The 
first  are  J.  M.  Richards,  J.  M.  Richards,  jun.,  and  N.  M.  Richards, 
each  of  whom  may  retain  office  for  life.  Qualification,  1007. 
Remuneration  of  J.  M.  Richards,  1,000/.  per  annum  ;  of  J.  M. 
Richards,  jun.,  and  N.  M.  Richards,  500/.  each  per  annum.  [Messrs. 
John  Morgan  Richards  &  Sons  (Limited)  inform  us  that  tho  con- 
version is  merely  for  the  personal  convenience  of  the  late  pro- 
prietor, and  that  no  shares  will  be  issued  to  the  trade  or  to  the 
public] 


Anglo- Sicilian  Sulphur  Company  (Limited).— The 
directors  bave  declared  an  interim  dividend  on  the  preference 
shares  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  half-year 
ended  January  31. 

Brooke,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). — Mr.  F.  S. 
Lucey,  director  and  late  joint  liquidator,  intimates  that  on 
March  11  an  order  was  made  by  the  Court  by  which  the 
company  has  been  taken  out  of  liquidation,  and  that  the 
business  will  now  be  energetically  developed  on  modern  lines. 

United  Alkali  Company  (Limited). — The  report  for 
1902  shows  a  net  profit  of  242,795/.  Adding  amount  brought 
forward  from  1901,  38,106/.,  there  is  a  total  of  280,902/., 
which  the  directors  propose  shall  be  apportioned  as  follows : 
Interim  dividend  on  preference  shares  at  7s.  per  share  for  six 
months  to  June  30,  1902,  paid  August  31, 1902,  92,909/. ;  final 
dividend  on  preference  shares  at  7s.  per  share  for  six  mcnths 
to  December  31, 1902,  92,703/. ;  transfer  to  debenture  redemp- 
tion account,  15,000/.,  leaving  to  be  carried  forward  80,290/. 

Aberdeen  Combworks  Company  (Limited). — The  re- 
port for  1902  states  that  the  profit  earned  for  the  year,  after 
paying  managing  directors'  salaries  and  directors'  fees  and 
providing  1,600/.  for  abatements  and  400/.  for  depreciation, 
amounts  to  7,447/.,  plus  brought  forward  from  previous  year, 
170/.  Of  this  the  directors  have  already  paid  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  4§  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference  shares 
for  the  half-year,  dividend  at  the  rate  of  4J  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  12,500/.  preference  stock  ;  and  they  now  pro- 
pose to  pay  the  half-year's  dividend  to  December  31,  1902, 
at  the  rate  of  4J  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  preference 
stock,  to  pay  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and  to  carry  forward  123/. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  report  of  the  directors 
for  1902  states  that  the  profit  for  the  year,  after  writing  off 
bad  debts,  making  ample  allowance  for  doubtful  ones,  and 
adding  balance  from  1901  (272/.  3s.  10d.),  is  3,780/.  18s.  4d., 
out  of  which  has  been  provided  the  interest  on  debentures 
and  full  dividends  on  the  preference  shares  amounting  to 
2,050/.  4s  ,  leaving  an  available  balance  of  1,730/.  14s.  4<Z., 
from  which  the  directors  recommend  a  dividend  on  the 
ordinary  shares  of  5  per  cent.,  absorbing  958/.  lis.  This 
leaves  a  balance  of  772/.  3s.  Hd.,  which  the  directors  propose 
to  deal  with  as  follows  :  To  write  off  the  capital  account, 
460/.  ;  to  write  off  investments,  55/.  ;  and  to  carry  the 
balance  forward,  257/.  3s.  Hd.  The  retiring  director  is  Mr.  \ 
R.  H.  Grooves,  who  offers  himself  for  re-election  at  the 
meeting  to  be  held  on  March  25. 

Spratt's  Patent  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting  was 
held  on  March  12  at  Cannon  Street  Hotel.    Mr.  G.  Beetham 


Batchelor,  who  presided,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
the  declaration  of  dividends  at  the  rate  of  4J  per  cent,  on 
the  preference  shares  for  the  latter  half  of  1902,  at  the  rate 
of  10s.  per  share  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  same  period 
(making  with  the  interim  dividend  16  per  cent,  for  the  year), 
and  the  payment  of  a  bonus  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per  ordinary 
share.  He  observed  that  the  older  trade  fully  maintained  its 
position,  and  various  new  articles  of  manufacture  were  being 
added.  The  sales  were  growing.  More  machinery  and 
buildings  had  been  completed  at  Poplar,  and  this  had 
enabled  the  company  to  vacate  the  Bermondsey  factory,  by 
which  they  would  effect  a  saving  of  about  2,500/.  per  annum' 
in  rent,  rates,  taxes,  &c.  Comparing  the  balance-sheet  with 
that  of  the  previous  year,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
"  creditors  "  had  fallen  by  9,180/.,  while  the  "  debtors  "  were 
4,878/.  more.  The  amount  of  "  debtors  "  exceeded  that  of 
"creditors"  by  44,757/.    The  motion  was  carried. 

D.  Thom,  Domeier  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  report  for 
1902  states  that  the  net  profits  from  all  sources  amount 
to-878/.  A  balance  of  111/,  was  left  to  the  debit  of  profit- 
and-loss  account  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,  to  which 
has  to  be  added  the  payment  of  a  director's  and  audit  fees, 
income-tax,  &c,  for  1901,  making  a  total  of  501/.  Bankers, 
interest  charges,  &c,  for  the  past  year  amounting  to  504/.  have 
been  written  off.  The  land,  works,  plant,  &c,  stand  at  the 
same  amount  as  in  the  previous  balance-sheet,  but  the  sum, 
of  4,501/.,  a  larger  amount  than  in  any  previous  year,  has 
been  spent  upon  property,  and  debited  to  profit-and-loss 
account.  The  net  result  is  that  a  balance  of  4,269/.  is  left  to 
the  debit  of  profit-and-loss  account,  to  which  will  be  added 
income-tax  assessment  and  audit-fees  for  1902.  The  directors 
observe  that  for  any  material  prosperity  lower  prices  for  raw 
materials  and  increased  sales  of  manufactured  goods  are- 
required.  They  consider  the  introduction  of  further  capital 
for  increased  advertisement  of  the  company's  manufactures 
is  necessary,  and  this  only  appears  possible  by  reconstructing 
the  company,  or  by  creating  a  charge  upon  the  property. 
Two  of  the  directors  again  announce  their  intention  of  taking 
no  fees  for  their  services  or  expenses. 

Homocea  (Limited). — An  extraordinary  general  meeting 
of  preference  shareholders  of  Homocea  (Limited)  was  held 
on  March  13,  at  Winchester  House,  Old.  Broad  Street,  Mr. 
A.  M.  Hooper  (chairman  of  the  company)  presiding,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  passing  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — "  That  the  capital  of  the  company  be  reduced  frorn> 
250,000/.,  divided  into  125,000  61.  per  cent,  preference  shares- 
of  1/.  each  and  125.000  ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each,  to 
60  517/.,  divided  into  64  218  preference  shares  of  10s.  each 
and  85.223  ordinary  shares  of  6s.  8d.  each,  by  cancelling 
60,782  preference  shares  and  39,777  ordinary  shares,  which 
have  not  been  taken  or  agreed  to  be  taken  by  any  person,  or 
which  bave  been  properly  and  legally  forfeited  and  not- 
reissued,  and  by  cancelling  paid-up  capital  that  has  been 
lost  by  reducing  the  nominal  amount  of  the  64.218. 
preference  shares  of  11.  each  which  have  been  duly  issued 
and  fully  paid  to  10s.  each,  and  the  nominal  amount  oi 
the  85  223  ordinary  shares  of  11.  each  which  have  been  duly 
issued  and  are  fully  paid  or  credited  as  fully  paid  to 
6s.  8d.  each.  And  that  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
company's  memorandum  of  association  be  altered  accord- 
ingly " ;  and  (2)  "  that  in  connection  with  such  reduction 
the  claim  of  the  preference  shareholders  for  dividends  for 
past  years  be  cancelled."  Considerable  discussion  ensued, 
the  preference  shareholders  strongly  opposing  the  proposals. 
Eventually  the  resolutions  on  being  put  to  the  meeting  were 
defeated  by  four  votes.  The  Chairman  demanded  a  poll. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  ordinary  shareholders  a  similar  resolu- 
tion was  carried  unanimously,  and  at  a  meeting  of  both 
classes  of  shareholders  subsequently  held  nine  voted  in 
favour  of  the  scheme  and  nine  against.  The  Chairman  again 
demanded  a  poll.  In  connection  with  the  preference  meeting, 
the  poll  resulted  in  41  009  votes  being  recorded  in  favour  of 
the  resolutions  and  1,610  against,  and  for  the  general 
meeting  109.712  votes  in  favour  of  the  scheme  and  1  610 
against.    The  Chairman  declared  the  resolutions  carried. 


"  Practical  Urine- analysis." — "  Clearly  written  and  reliable." 
M.D.  (Lond.),  F.R.C.S.  Price  2s.  6</.,  by  post  2s.  9d.,  office  at 
C.  <£•  D. 
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Westminster  Wtefcom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 


Pharmacy  Bill. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  measure  promoted  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  is  not  likely  to  be 
proceeded  with  this  Session.  I  was  not  aware  when  I  said 
so  that  the  Council  of  the  Society  had  decided  to  proceed 
with  it.  My  informants  had  been  approached  with  the  view 
to  backing  the  measure,  and  were  under  the  impression 
that  the  officers  of  the  Society  recognised  the  futility  and 
formality  of  proceeding  with  anything  of  the  kind  this 
Session.  That  view,  although  opposed  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Council,  is  strengthened  by  the  lobbying  which  has 
been  done  by  the  Society's  representatives  recently.  They 
have  seen  several  members  of  the  House,  and  have  been 
eloquent  in  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Poisons, 
but  little  encouragement  has  been  given  as  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
Rarely  has  business  in  the  House  been  so  congested  as  it  is 
at  present.  Should  the  Government  decide  to  introduce  a 
Poisons  Bill  this  Session  it  will  be  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
where  it  will  quickly  go  through  all  the  stages. 

The  Army  Medical  Department. 

The  only  new  point  which  Mr.  Brodrick  mentioned  in  his 
statement  last  week  in  connection  with  the  Army  Medical 
Department,  is  that  instead  of  the  elaborate  machinery  by 
which  different  branches  of  the  War  Office  have  hitherto 
dealt  with  hospitals — one  with  the  buildings  and  another 
with  the  equipment — a  small  committee  will  be  responsible 
for  the  whole  service. 

Arsenical  Poisoning. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Arsenical 
Poisoning  makes  the  following  statement  as  to  the  progress 
•of  the  inquiry  in  the  estimates  which  have  been  laid  before 
Parliament : — 

The  Commission  was  appointed  on  February  4,  1901,  and 
after  holding  eighteen  public  meetings  and  examining  fifty-one 
witnesses  issued  a  first  report,  which  was  presented  to  Parliament 
in  July,  1901.  Since  the  issue  of  this  first  report  the  Commission 
have  held  a  number  of  additional  public  sittings,  and  have  ex- 
amined other  twenty-seven  witnesses.  They  have  also  received 
reports  from  their  Assistant-Commissioner,  and  have  instituted 
•chemical  inquiries  as  to  the  presence  of  arsenic  in  articles  of  food 
and  drink  other  than  beer ;  as  to  arsenic  in  malting  fuel,  and  as  to 
•other  matters  referred  to  them.  The  Commission  expect  to 
■complete  taking  evidence  early  in  1903,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
their  scientific  inquiries  will  soon  afterwards  be  completed.  In 
these  circumstances  the  Commission  hope  to  be  able  to  conclude 
their  proceedings  and  to  present  their  final  report  before  the  end 
of  the  financial  year  1903-4. 

The  Supply  of  Lymph. 

This  year  the  English  Local  Government  Board  asks 
Parliament  to  provide  5,443/.  for  the  National  Vaccine 
Establishment,  as  against  5,536!.  last  year,  and  there  is  an 
additional  sum  of  5.540Z.  for  calves,  tubes,  and  apparatus. 
The  corresponding  vote  asked  by  the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  amounts  to  1,200/.,  and  by  the  Scotch  Local 
Government  Board  to  less  than  200/.  As  to  the  latter,  I 
■understand  that  considerable  dissatisfaction  exists  among 
Scotch  medical  men,  who  are  inclined  to  approach  the 
Government  as  to  the  desirability  of  providing  lymph  for 
public  purposes  in  the  same  way  as  in  England. 

Preservatives  in  Milk. 

Sir  Edward  Strachey  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  Monday  what  amount  of  preservatives,  and  what 
kinds,  were  found  in  the  samples  of  fresh  and  sterilised  milk 
imported  from  abroad  and  examined  at  the  Government 
laboratories  during  1902.  In  his  answer  Mr.  Ritchie  said 
that  the  samples  in  question,  with  the  exception  of  those 
taken  from  frozen  milk,  in  which  preservatives  are  not  em- 
ployed, were  all  examined  for  boric  preservatives,  and  for 
formalin,  but  in  no  case  was  either  preservative  detected. 

The  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. 

Several  amendments  of  some  consequence  are  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  by  the  Lord 


Chancellor.  It  will  be  made  clear  that  in  any  prosecution 
under  the  Act  evidence  shall  not  be  admissible  to  show  that 
any  gift  or  consideration  in  question  is  customary  in  any 
trade  or  calling,  and  that  where'  it  is  shown  that  any  such 
gift  or  consideration  has  been  taken,  given,  or  offered  with- 
out the  assent  of  the  principal,  the  burden  of  proving  that 
the  gift  or  consideration  is  not  taken,  given,  or  offered 
corruptly  shall  lie  on  the  accused. 

A  Lucky  Bill. 

Lord  Avebury  has  reason  to  feel  particularly  thankful  to 
the  Government  for  the  way  in  which  they  are  treating  his 
Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  they,  through 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  managed  on  Thursday,  March  12,  to 
push  aside  Lord  Ribblesdale's  Bill  which  threatened  to  choke 
off  Lord  Avebury's,  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  is  now  inti- 
mated that  the  Home  Secretary  is  going  to  adopt  the 
measure  with  some  modifications.  This  lends  additional 
interest  to  the  speech  made  in  the  Commons  on  March  4  by 
the  Home  Secretary,  in  which  he  said:  "I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  view  with  favour  any  measure  laid  before  the 
House  which  is  based  on  what  has  been  called  Lord 
Salisbury's  clause  in  the  report  of  the  Lords'  Committee." 
The  words  which  were  inserted  at  the  instance  of  the  ex- 
Prime  Minister  were  to  the  effect  that  town  councils  should 
be  authorised  to  pass  provisional  orders  making  such  regu- 
lations in  respect  to  the  closing  of  shops  as  might  seem  to 
them  to  be  necessary  for  the  areas  under  their  jurisdiction, 
and  that  these  orders  should  be  submitted  to  Parliament  in 
the  usual  manner  before  acquiring  the  force  of  law. 

Postal  Orders  for  the  Empire. 

An  interesting  announcement  has  been  made  by  the  Post- 
master-General. Malta  and  Gibraltar  are  the  only  parts  of 
the  British  Empire  to  which  money  can  at  present  be 
remitted  from  the  United  Kingdom  by  means  of  postal 
orders,  but  postal  orders  are  procurable  for  remittances  to 
this  country  in  Malta,  Gibraltar,  India,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, Hong-Kong,  Newfoundland,  and  British  Guiana. 
Mr.  A.  Chamberlain  has  now  under  consideration  the  question 
of  extending  the  postal-order  system  so  that  it  shall  be 
available  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  other  parts  of 
the  Empire. 


£rat)e*mar&0  applied  ]for* 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  O.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  0.  B.,  Comptroller-General  of 
Patents,  Designs,  *nd  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  11,  1903.) 

"  Gellodion  "  ;  for  photographic  chemicals.  By  Austin 
Edwards,  Wharf  Street,  Warwick.  251,476. 

"  Friantine  " ;  for  chemical  colour-mediums.  By  the  Titian 
Medium  Manufacturing  Company,  37  Surrey  Street, 
Sheffield.  251,576. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant ;  for  "  Ei.sa-pills  "  and 
"  Elsa  fluid,"  being  preparations  for  veterinary  and 
sanitary  purposes  and  for  human  use  ;  also  "  Elsa-feuid," 
for  perfumery.  By  E.  V.  Feller,  Croatia,  c/o  H.  Haddau 
&  Co.,  18  Buckingham  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  251,198, 
251,200,  251,199,  251,201,  and  251,202. 

Device  of  insects  driving  in  a  motor  car  and  the  word 
"  Solventeji  "  ;  for  insecticide.  By  B.  L.  Phillips,  2  Amen 
Corner,  E.C.  251,834. 

Device  of  man  in  yacht  "  The  Good  Sailor  "  ;  for  a  sea-sickness 
preventative  (in  Class  3).  By  D.  Laudauer,  36  Fenchurch 
Street,  E.C.  250,492. 

"  Kastilis"  (no  claim  for  "Castile");  for  chemicals  and  for 
perfumery.  By  Charles  Billing,  trading  as  the  Kasteel 
Company,  48  Gordon  Road,  Wanstead,  Essex.  250,853  and 
250,o55." 

Device  of  bared  arm  and  hand  grasping  lightning ;  for  an 
embrocation.  By  G.  Ellis,  164  New  King's  Boad,  Fulham, 
SW.  251,218. 
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Nestle's  Food  is  henceforth  to  be  sold  on  a  minimum- 
prices  basis.  Our  subscribers  should  write  for  the  new  terms 
to  Mr.  Henri  Nestle,  46-48  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.G. 

Gibson's  Anemia  Jujubes,  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Robert  Gibson  &  Sons  (Limited),  Manchester,  have  been 
placed  on  the  P.A.T.  A.  list,  the  minimum  price  of  the  Is.  l^d. 
box  being  Is. 

Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Sox  &  Sons  ask  us  to  state  that  in 
their  advertisement  in  our  issue  of  March  14  the  price 
for  Maw's  "Perfection"  enemas  should  have  been  40s.  6i. 
per  dozen,  and  not  46s. 

Mr.  Max  PmLirox,  3  Savage  Gardens,  Crutched  Friars, 
London,  E.C.,  has  been  appointed  sole  agent  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  Colonies  for  the  sale  of  cream  of  tartar  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Negre  &  David,  of  Cette,  France. 

Messrs.  Powell  &  Barstow  (Limited),  58  Blackfriars 
Road,  S.E.,  inform  us  that,  having  acquired  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Powell  &  Barstow,  it  is  intended  to  add  improved 
machinery,  and  place  the  business  on  a  sound  and  up-to-date 
basis. 

Plasmon  Protected. — As  will  be  seen  from  our  adver- 
tisement columns,  the  directors  of  International  Piasmon 
(Limited)  have  decided  to  protect  the  prices  of  their  goods 
at  face  value.  The  new  scheme  comes  into  force  on  March  31, 
and  any  underselling  should  be  intimated  to  the  firm  at 
66a  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Messes.  Potter  &  Clarke,  60  to  64  Artillery  Lane,  E., 
have  just  published  a  second  edition  of  the  "  Botanic- 
brewer's  Guide."  This  is  a  useful  booklet,  giving  sound 
information  as  to  the  law  and  chemistry  of  brewing,  with 
notes  on  the  precautions  to  be  observed  in  the  production 
of  non-excisable  beers,  and  numerous  formulas  for  making 
such  beers  and  temperance-wines. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney 
(Limited),  Southwark,  S.E.,  have  received  their  first  consign- 
ment of  new  medicinal  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil.  The 
sample  submitted  to  us  shows  that  the  oil  is  quite  up  to  the 
usual  standard  of  quality.  The  oil  is  non-coDgealing,  of  a 
good  pale  colour,  and  Ujquite  free  from  thefacridity  which 
characterises  old  and  adulterated  oils. 

Two  Points  about  the  Bedside  watch-holder  and  food- 
warmer  described  in  our  last  issue  we  omitted  to  note — 
viz.,  that  the  door  of  the  apparatus  may  be  kept  open  so 
as  to  keep  the  watch  always  visible,  and  any  night-light 
may  be  used  with  it.  We  have  been  informed  that  the 
Asbestine  safety  night-light  (see  C.  S'  D.  March  14,  page  40) 
does  very  well  for  using  in  the  apparatus. 

Maltova. — This  excellent  preparation  of  malt-extract  and 
concentrated  eggs — which  was  described  on  its  introduction 
a  little  over  a  year  ago — is  going  ahead,  and  is  now  in  regular 
use  in  several  of  the  leading  hospitals  in  the  country.  The 
makers  (Maltova,  Limited,  Leeds)  are  now  putting  it  up  in 
a  handsome  container — a  cylindrical  jar  with  nickel-plated 
screw-cap,  greater  in  diameter  than  the  jar,  so  that  one  gets 
a  good  grip  of  the  cap,  which,  besides,  gives  the  article  a  dis- 
tinctive and  handsome  appearance. 

Protected  Prices. — In  the  price-circular  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores  for  March  the  prices  of  Mennen's  Borated 
Talcum-powder  and  the  Marvel  Whirl  in  g-  spray  Syringe  are 
quoted  (as  stated  in  our  issue  of  March  7,  page  378)  at  W\d. 
and  12s.  6cl.  respectively.  In  this  connection  Messrs. 
Lamont,  Corliss  &  Co.,  11  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  who 
are  agents  for  these  ai tides  in  this  country,  inform  us 
that  they  are  taking  steps  to  prevent  these  goods  being 
offered  for  sale  below  the  prices  at  which  they  advertise  and 
list  them — viz  ,  Is.  and  15s. 

"  The  Advantages  op  Limited  Liability  "  is  the  title 
of  a  treatise  published  by  Messrs.  Curtis,  Gardner  &  Boxwell 
(Limited),  company  specialists,  25  College  Hill,  London,  E.C. 
This  sets  forth  in  concise  terms  particulars  regarding  the 
conversion  of  private  businesses  into  companies,  the  advan- 
tages of  so  doing,  especially  the  facility  for  carrying  on 
business  after  death  cf  the  proprietor,  or  dividing  a  business 


among  a  family,  and  is  the  means  of  providing  for  the 
facility  of  changes  in  personnel,  introducing  fresh  capital, 
and  so  forth.  t  There  are  some  sound  remarks  on  partner- 
ship and  partnership-law,  with  particulars  as  to  the  forma- 
tion of  limited  companies. 


Birtbs. 


Bain. — At  Penzance  House,  Bridge  of  Allan,  on  March  14-, 
the  wife  of  John  Bain,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Hunt. — On  March  18,  at  London  Street,  Reading,  the  wife 
of  Hy.  Lionel  Hunt,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Park.— On  March  12,  at  23  Mutley  Plain,  Plymouth,  the 
wife  of  Chas.  J.  Park,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarrtaaes. 


Blaker— Watt.— At  Cradock,  Cape  Colony,  on  Feb- 
ruary 4,  Ernest  James  Blaker,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  of  Medhurst,  Sussex,  England,  and  now  of  Messrs. 
A.  E.  Austen  &  Co.,  chemists,  Cradock,  Cape  Colony,  to 
Nurse  Anna  Mary  Watt,  of  Fraserburgh,  Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland. 

Dawson  —  Skinner. — At  St.  John's,  Throapham,  on 
March  11,  Charles  William  Dawson  (of  the  firm  of  Newton, 
Chambers  Sc  Co.,  manufacturers  of  Izal,  Thorncliffe)  to- 
Florence  Edith,  eldest  surviving  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Skinner,  of  Throapham  Manor,  near  Rotherham. 


2)eatbs, 


Amuxdsex. — At  Sunderland,  on  February  28,  Mr.  John 
Irwin  Amundsen,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  22. 

Barfoot.— Recently,  at  West  Bars,  Chesterfield,  Mrs.  Bar- 
foot,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  R.  D.  Barfoot,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Chesterfield.  Aged  44.  Mrs.  Barfoot  was  an  active  tem- 
perance and  religious  worker,  and  was  a  past  president  of 
the  Sunday  School  Union. 

Broadbent.— At  Stretford,  Manchester,  on  March  4,  Mr. 
Harry  Ralph  Broadbent,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  35. 

Mill.— At  Hill  House,  Arbroath,  on  March  17,  Mr.  William, 
Andson  Mill,  chemist  and  druggist  Aged  66.  The  deceased 
gentleman  was  well  known  in  Scotland  as  a  former  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Shield  &  Mill,  whose  old-established  business- 
is  now  owned  by  Mr.  James  Jack,  F.L.S.  Mr.  Mill  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  Provost  Shield,  the  founder  of  the 
business,  and  at  the  end  of  it  went  to  Messrs.  Duncan, 
Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh,  for  further  experience, 
returning  in  a  few  years  to  enter  into  partnership  with 
Provost  Shield.  In  his  younger  day  Mr.  Mill  was  a  man  of 
excellent  physique.  He  was  a  noted  swimmer,  and  saved 
the  lives  of  several  people  from  drowning.  He  was  an 
enthusiastic  Volunteer  and  distinguished  marksman.  He 
retired  from  business  a  few  years  ago,  Mr.  Jack  having  had 
the  same  relations  with  him  as  he  had  had  with  Provost 
Shield.  Mr.  Mill  leaves  a  daughter  and  a  son,  the  latter 
being  Dr.  George  S.  Mill,  of  Ossett,  Yorks. 

Sherd. — The  death  occurred  at  Lucknow  on  February  18, 
after  a  long  illness,  of  Mr.  William  Sherd,  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  Peake,  Allen  &;  Co.,  Lucknow,  at  the  age  of  50. 
The  deceased  was  connected  with  the  firm  for  thirty  years, 
and  did  much  to  promote  its  prosperity  during  that  time. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  family. 

Uttley. — At  Royton,  Oldham,  on  February  23,  Mr. 
Thomas  Uttley,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  54. 

Wilson. — At  Market  Place,  Stowmarket,  on  March  8,  Mr. 
Thomas  Wilson,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  60.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  one  of  the  oldest  tradesmen  of  the  town,  and 
was  highly  respected. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Age  of  Soda-water. 

Sir, — Thackeray,  when  describing  Jos  Sedley's  agonies 
after  his  rack-punch  debauch  at  Vauxhall  ("Vanity  Fair," 

Chap.  VI.),  says  :  "  Soda- 
water  was  not  invented 
yet.  Small  beer — will  it 
be  believed  1 — was  the 
only  drink  with  which 
unhappy  gentlemen 
soothed  the  fever  of  the 
previous  night's  pota- 
tions." As  he  places 
the  period  in  the  early 
years  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  it  makes  one 
curious  as  to  whether  the 
"  crusted  soda-water  " 
sold  last  week  really 
sank  with  the  Royal 
George  in  1782,  or  was 
Thackeray  mistaken  ? 
Yours  sincerely, 
Ferrum.  (248/27.) 

[We  may  appropriately 
show  here  an  engraving 
from  a  photograph  which 
we  had  taken  this  week 
of  the  bottle  purchased 
by  Messrs.  Stevenson  & 
Howell  (Limited),  and 
referred  to  by  our  corre- 
spondent. A  mere  state- 
ment that  the  bottle  was 
recovered  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Royal  George 
would  give  the  bottle 
little  value,  but  the  pur- 
chase -  price  paid  by 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &, 
Howell  includes  docu- 
ments which  prove  the 
authenticityof  the  bottle's 
history.  Thackeray  did 
not  know  everything.  Long  before  he  began  to  write  soda- 
water  was  made  by  machinery.] 

The  Oldest  Chemist  in  Sheffield. 

Sir, — In  a  note  under  "  Personalities  "  in  this  week's  Chemist 
and  Druggist  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  R.  W.  Watson  is  the 
oldest  chemist  in  Sheffield.  This  is  quite  a  mistake  on  the 
part  of  your  informant,  as  there  are  a  number  of  chemists 
here  who  are  Mr.  Watson's  seniors  both  in  respect  to  age  and 
business  experience.  Mr.  G.  B.  Cocking,  who  is  in  his  80th 
year,  is  the  oldest  chemist  in  Sheffield.  He  was  wielding 
the  pestle  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Watson's  birth,  and  had  been 
established  in  business  for  nineteen  years  when  the  latter 
first  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  G.  D.  Wreaks  in  1865. 
Mr.  William  Clayton  commenced  business  in  1854,  and  is 
now  75  years  old.  Mr.  J.  T.  Dobb  is  in  his  73rd  year,  and 
has  been  in  business  for  nearly  fifty-one  years.  Mr.  William 
Kirkley  is  a  few  years  younger  than  the  latter,  yet  he  is  by 
five  years  Mr.  Watson's  senior.  I  could  name  others,  but  the 
foregoing  is  sufficient  to  show  that  Mr.  Watson,  who  is  well 
on  the  sunny  side  of  65,  is,  in  comparison,  quite  a  juvenile. 

Yours  faithfully, 
20  Dover  Road,  Sheffield,  March  13,        John  Austen. 


Indoors  v.  Outdoors. 

Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  note  that  a  discussion  is  started  in 
your  journal  on  the  above  subject,  and  am  of  the  opinion 
that  if  chemists  treated  their  assistants  as  well  as  the  Stores 
do  there  would  be  much  less  discontent.  In  your  last  issue 
"  Verax  "  speaks  of  the  nuisance  of  the  indoor  assistant.  I 
think  it  is  the  other  way  about.  Assistants  do  not  seek  to 
live  indoors,  as  they  have  a  far  better  time  living  outdoors. 
In  many  indoor  berths  they  have  not  a  room  to  themselves, 
and  if  they  want  to  enjoy  a  quiet  read  or  a  peaceful  pipe 
the  only  retreat  left  them  is  their  bedroom,  where  smoking 
is  generally  objected  to.  Also  very  often  they  have  to 
witness  the  discomfort  of  domestic  infelicity,  which  is  far 
from  pleasant.  "  Verax "  draws  a  pretty  picture  of  the 
assistant  settling  down  to  taking  late  duty,  with  his  slippers 
on,  and  having  to  answer  just  an  occasional  call  from 
messengers  from  the  sick.  He  says  nothing  about  being 
rung  up  time  after  time  for  trivial  articles,  such  as  postage- 
stamps,  Id.  box  of  pil.  antib.,  &c.,  and  having  to  deliver 
syphons  of  soda  just  to  oblige  customers.  My  experience  is 
that  it  is  very  seldom  anything  urgent  is  required.  While 
the  assistant  is  taking  late  duty  there  are  often  two  or  three 
lights  in  the  shop,  just  to  attract  customers  after  hours. 
Why  do  so  many  chemists  invite  customers  after  closing- 
time  in  such  a  manner  as  this  ?  No  wonder  they  complain 
that  assistants  go  to  the  Stores. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Fair  Play.  (249/4.5.) 

Stores  and  Assistants. 

Sir, — May  I  say  a  word  in  support  of  Mr.  Pickering's 
"  1,000/.  assertion  "  and  in  reply  to  the  onslaught  made  upon 
him  by  "Lancastrian"  and  "Last  Straw"  .'  My  turnover 
last  year  was  as  nearly  as  possible  1,000/.,  store-prices,  not 
much  dispensing,  but  a  good  many  proprietaries  to  put  up. 
I  do  it  myself  "  with  no  other  help  than  an  errand-lad,"  am 
by  no  means  a  "  physical  wreck,"  am  not  a  slave  nor  a 
machine,  have  "  human  "  and  other  interests  beyond  my 
work,  and  can  say  without  hesitation  that  to  me  life  is  worth 
living.    I  am,  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 

A  Contented  Young  Chemist.  (247/36.) 

Sir, — I  am  deeply  impressed,  but  by  no  means  favourably, 
with  the  correspondence  last  week  of  "  Lancastrian "  and 
"  Last  Straw."  Evidently  they  are  suffering  from  that 
terrible  malady  known  as  inertia.  I  may  say  I  am  now,  and 
have  for  upwards  of  two  years,  conducting  my  own  business 
returning  1,200/.  a  year  by  myself  with  the  help  of  an 
errand-boy,  and  that  without  sweating  the  lad.    The  hours 

I  attend  the  shop  are  from  8  30  A.M.  till  8  p.m.  four  days  a 
week,  and  8  30  a.m.  till  2  p.m.  one  day  a  week,  and  Saturdays 

II  p.m.,  making  a  total  of  sixty-six  hours  per  week.  I  had 
occasion  some  time  ago  to  correspond  with  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  in  the  employ  of  a  limited  company  with  regard 
to  managing  a  branch  shop.  He  gave  as  his  reason  for 
leaving  their  service  the  hard  work  and  great  responsibility 
entailed  upon  the  manager  through  being  supplied  with  an 
inadequate  and  inefficient  staff. 

Esse  Quam  Videei.  (246/27.) 


Letters  on  the  last  two  subjects  and  on  other  topics  next  rceeh. 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Phosphorus-and-menthol  Pills. 

Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  inform  me  how  the 
following  pills  may  be  made  small  and  quite  hard : — 

Phosphori    gr. 

Sevi    q.s. 

Strychnina?  sulph.   ...       ...       ...  gr.  ^r 

Ext.  bellud   gr.  | 

Ext.  cinch   gr.  iss. 

Menthol    gr.  h 


M,    Ft.  pil.  j.  Varnish. 


Faithfully  yours, 

Spes.  (226/45.) 


[The  menthol  is  the  difficulty  here.  Using  a  10-per-cent.  phos- 
phorated suet  a  good  pill  can  be  made  ;  but  to  harden  some 
tragacanth-powder  is  necessary.  With  this  aidition  they  ought 
to  be  turned  out  a  reasonable  t-ize.] 
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A  Strophanthus-mixture. 

Sib, — I  have  had  a  little  difficulty  with  the  following 
prescription  : — 

Tr.  strophanth   lliij- 

Spt.  amnion,  ar.      ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Spt.  aether,  nit   ffixx. 

Tr.  aurant   5j- 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   Jss. 

Ft.  mist.  Mitte  gviij. 
I  have  tried  several  ways  of  mixing,  but  the  mixture 
always  assumes  a  dark-brown  colour  on  standing  for  an  hour 
or  so.  My  customer  says  that  it  was  never  coloured  before — 
in  fact,  he  brought  in  a  little  he  had  had  for  about  ten  days, 
and  there  was  not  a  trace  of  any  colouration. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Martin. 

[We  find  little  change  in  the  mixture  even  after  it  has  been 
made  some  days  ;  it  certainly  darkens  a  little,  but  not  enough  to 
cause  any  comment.  Strophanthus  is  rather  a  variable  commodity 
as  found  on  the  market,  and  an  inferior  kind  may  account  for  the 
darkening.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


236/24.  PTiysix. — The  mixture  is  rather  ridiculous,  the 
hydrochloric  acid  and  ammonia  in  it  being  practically 
wasted. 

235/3.  S. — Thanks  for  your  letter.  We  have  no  room  for 
discussing  the  subject. 

235/8.  Stapleton. — Please  consult  "  Diseases  and  Re- 
medies." 

243/38.  J.  F. — "  Tannate  of  soda''  is  not  a  definite 
chemical,  but  the  name  is  applied  to  a  solution  of  caustic 
soda  and  tannin  material  which  is  used  for  preventing 
incrustation  in  boilers.  You  will  find  a  formula  in  the 
C.  4'  B.,  February  10,  1900,  page  267.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  some  boiler-insurance  companies  bar  the  use 
of  alkaline  fluids  in  the  boilers  they  insure.  We  are  not 
acquainted  with  a  book  on  the  subject  of  boiler  incrusta- 
tion. 

238/39.  Radix. — "Worms  in  Pigs. — The  active  ingredient 
in  a  worm-powder  should  be  santonin  5  to  10  gr.  This 
should  be  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  sodium  carbonate 
and  \  oz.  of  powdered  liquorice. 

243/68.  J.  S. — We  do  not  undertake  analyses,  but  could 
put  you  into  communication  with  an  analytical  chemist. 

244/53.  X.  Y.Z. — What  "  aniline  powder  "  did  you  use  for 
the  colouring  solution  and  what  solvent  ?  You  must  give  us 
full  particulars  when  making  an  inquiry,  otherwise  it  is 
impossible  to  give  you  a  trustworthy  reply. 

244/30.  Gloss. — Linen  Blocks,  used  for  rubbing  on  the 
iron  before  getting  up  collars  and  cuffs,  are  either  hard 
paraffin  or  hard  paraffin  mixed  with  French  chalk,  moulded 
into  small  squares. 

245/16.  T.  K. — Dyeing  Easter-eggs.— Cochineal  and 
chlorophyll  are  non-poisonous,  and  there  are  also  many 
aniline  dyes  which  are  quite  free  from  daDger  when  used  for 
the  above  purpose. 

247,21.  N.  G.N.  (Bombay). — Removing  Tattoo-marks. — 
All  the  processes  with  which  we  are  acquainted  involve  the 
production  of  a  blister  or  sore.  The  process  with  nitric  acid 
is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  and  the  papain 
method  was  described  in  the  C.  $  D.,  April  8,  1899,  page 
575. 

236,  58.  Lemon. — Orange-wine. — Make  a  syrup  of  23  lbs. 
sugar  and  10  gals,  of  water,  boil,  and  strain  on  to  the 
rinds  of  100  oranges,  add  the  juice  of  the  fruit,  and  allow 


to  stand  overnight.  Add  6  oz.  of  yeast,  ferment  three  days- 
at  a  temperature  of  65°  to  75°  F.,  then  strain  into  a  barret 
and  bung  loosely.  Add  2|  pints  of  brandy  and  rack  for 
four  months,  when  the  wine  is  ready  for  bottling.  If  less- 
brandy  is  used,  salicylic  acid  in  the  proportion  of  5  gr.  to  th& 
pint  will  be  needed. 


Information  Wanted. 


248/41.    Maker  of  tablets  stamped  ,j, 

247,63.  Who  are  the  makers  of  Crutchloe's  massage- 
lubbers  ? 

249/22.  Address  of  packers  of  Howell's  seidlitz-powders- 
in  tin  boxes. 

241/30.  Blast-furnace  creosote  for  making  disinfectants  :: 
who  supplies  ? 

251/14.  Who  is  the  maker  of  Camlin-powder,  a  poultry- 
disease  specific,  or  where  can  it  be  obtained? 


doming  Events, 

Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  March  24. 

Burnley  Chemists'  Association,  Empress  Hotel,  at  7  p.m.  Elec- 
tion of  officers. 

Boyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell1 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lovibond  will  read  a  paper- 
on  "  The  Photographic  Value  of  Different  Coloured  Rays  and 
their  Relation  to  White  Light." 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Darley  Street,  at 
9  p.m.    Mr.  W.  W.  Stead  on  the  "  Curiosities  of  Plant-life." 

Wednesday,  March  25. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association. 
36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.    Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  will  describe  a 
number  of  drugs  sent  by  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  and  also  give- 
"  A  Talk  about  Origins."    Mr.  J.  Tait  will  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Ether- solubility  of  Citric  and  Tartaric  Acids." 

Chemists'  Managers'  and  Assistants'  Society,  Tudor  Hotel, 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  at  8  P.M.  Smoking-concert.  Tickets  can 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Geo.  Cullwick  (President),  48  High- 
Street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Park  Hotel.  Ordinary 
meeting. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride's  Institute,  Ludgate- 
Circus,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Ordinary  meeting.  Mr.  F.  N.  Clark 
will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  "  Photomicrography." 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  "  Oil- 
light  by  Incandescence,"  by  Arthur  Kitson. 

Thursday,  March  26. 

Barnsley  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  at  7  p.m.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Walshaw  will  give  his  views  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  North  London  Branch.  Meeting- 
at  Messrs.  Idris's,  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.,  at 
3  30  p.m.  A  discussion  will  be  opened  by  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris)  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  on  "Future  Legis- 
lation on  the  Sale  of  Poisons." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Mr.  H.  Ffoulkes  will  read  a  paper. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  8  p.m. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  36  York  Place,  at 
9  p.m.  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  will  introduce  a  discussion  on 
"  Territorial  Representation,"  and  the  report  of  the  Poisons. 
Committee  will  also  be  considered. 

Friday,  March  27. 

Boyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  W.  A.  Herdman  will  discourse 
on  "  The  Pearl-fisheries  of  Ceylon." 


Mr.  Richard  Bremridge  is  to  address  a  private  conference  of 
chemists  at  the  County  Hotel,  Newcastle  on-Tyne,  on  Wednesday, 
March  25,  at  8  p.m. 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  North  Staffordshire  Chemists 
Association  is  arranged  for  April  16,  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Hanley 
Tickets  can  be  had  from  Mr.  Edmund  Jones,  Stoke  on-Trent. 
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Grafce  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS. — The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EC:  March  19. 

BUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  continues  quiet  in 
many  quarters.  There  are,  however,  a  few  important 
alterations,  among  which  cod-liver  oil  is  the  chief  ;  the 
market  has  been  greatly  excited  this  week,  and  extreme 
prices  have  been  paid.  German  potato-spirit  is  dearer, 
owing  to  a  brisk  export  demand.  Sulphate  of  copper  is 
higher  again.  Japanese  wax  has  also  advanced,  and  makers 
of  veratria  have  raised  prices  6:1.  Quinine  in  second-hands 
is  firmer,  and  shellac  has  been  in  better  demand  in  the 
speculative  market,  but  closed  quiet  on  Wednesday.  Acetic 
acid  is  hardening,  and  oxalic  acid  is  a  fraction  easier. 
Forced  sales  of  peppermint  oil  have  been  made  at  lower 
prices,  and  lemongrass  oil  is  higher  on  the  spot,  owing  to 
scarcity.  Morphine  is  in  good  demand,  and  opium  is  quiet, 
buyers  refusing  to  pay  the  higher  prices  asked.  In  spices, 
ginger  and  nutmegs  are  quiet,  pimento  is  steady,  mace  is 
firm,  and  white  pepper  is  a  shade  easier.  Subjoined  are  the 
principal  alterations  of  the  week,  including  those  which 
took  place  at  the  drug  auctions  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Alcohol 

Acid,  acetic 

Acid,  oxalic 

Benzols 

Copper  sul- 

Ammonia sul- 

Aloes, Cape 

Calabar  beans 

phate 

phate 

Dragon's- 

Ipecacuanha 

Oil,  cod-liver 
Oil,  lemongrass 

Cardamom- 

blood 

(Rio) 

seed 

Menthol 

Oil,  peppermint 

Shellac 

Ginger 

Oil,  castor 

Sugar  of  milk 

(Japanese) 

Pepper,  white 

Veratria 

Ipecacuanha 

Wax  (Japanese) 

(Cartagena) 
Quinine  (sec. 
hands) 

Italian  Chemical  Industry. 

At  the  Royal  Statistical  Society,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  on  March  10, 
Mr.  Bolton  King  read  a  paper  on  "  Statistics  of  Italy,"  in  which  he 
made  reference  to  the  chemical  industry  of  that  country.  The 
manufacture  of  chemicals  showed  a  considerable  expansion  in  one 
department — viz.,  phosphates  and  sulphate  of  copper  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  the  increase  on  which  was  nearly  1,000,000?.  in  six 
years.  Quite  recently  large  works  have  been  erected  to  manufac- 
ture caustic  soda  and  carbide  of  calcium  by  electricity,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  soda  and  potash  salts  is  still  imported.  The  total 
production  of  the  chemical  industries  was  worth  about  1,500,000?. 
on  the  average  of  1896-97,  and  2,5C0,000?.  on  the  average  of 
1900-01.    Over  7,000  workmen  are  employed  in  the  industry. 

Java  Government  Cinchona. 

The  official  report  of  the  Government  cinchona-plantations  in 
Java  for  the  December  quarter  of  1902  states  that  the  phenomenal 
drought  of  1902  continued  without  interruption  until  the  middle  of 
November,  when  a  few  showers  gave  rise  to  the  hope  that  at  last 
the  monsoon  would  burst,  but  these  expectations  were  not  realised. 
The  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  remained  considerably  below 
the  average  of  the  last  five  years.  The  continued  drought  proved 
far  from  advantageous  for  the  young  plants,  and  the  plantations 
laid  out'  in  January  and  February  1901  have  suffered  greatly. 
The  growth  in  the  older  plantations  also  left  much  to  be  desired, 
but  here  an  improvement  rapidly  followed  the  showers  which  fell 
in  November.    The  harvest  of  1902  amounts  in  all  to  757  tons  of 


bark,  of  which  392  tons  were  shipped  to  Europe,  354  tons  were 
sent  to  the  Bandong  quinine  factory,  and  about  one  ton  was  sup- 
plied to  the  Medical  Service  of  the  Dutcli  East  Indies. 

The  small  quantity  of  seed  which  was  available  was  disposed  of 
at  one  single  auction,  when  a  total  amount  of  2,145?.  was  realised. 

The  series  of  analyses  made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what) 
if  any,  effect  the  weather  conditions  had  on  the  alkaloid-content 
of  the  bark — that  is  to  say,  in  what  season  the  bark  is  richest  in 
alkaloid — were  continued,  without,  however,  yielding  any  definite 
result.  For  this  reason  these  experiments,  which  had  been 
carried  on  since  1898,  have  now  been  concluded,  and  it  may  be 
accepted  as  an  established  fact  that  the  harvest-time  is  a  factor 
which  exerts  no  influence  either  way  on  the  higher  or  lower  content 
of  alkaloid. 

The  "  Combination  of  September  22" — by  which  several  planters 
agreed  to  limit  the  unit-price  to  6c,  as  in  their  opinion  there 
existed  no  over-production  of  bark — had  the  desired  effect,  as  has 
been  proved  by  the  result  of  the  bark-auctions  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  October  2,  November  6,  and  December  11  last. 

Drug=sale  Incidents. 

There  were  several  incidents  at  to-day's  auctions  which  served 
to  enliven  the  dull  and  decorous  tone  which  usually  prevails. 
Just  before  the  close  of  the  auction,  when  the  last  selling-broker 
was  endeavouring  to  dispose  of  his  goods  (which  included  a 
quantity  of  tragacanth  and  acacia),  Mr.  Leonard  Horner,  on 
behalf  of  the  home  and  export  buyers,  protested  against  the 
offerings  of  tragacanth  at  the  drug-sales,  and  asked  the  "  Room  " 
to  pass  a  vote  to  maintain  their  former  resolution,  which  was 
made  many  years  ago.  Mr.  A.  Ziegele,  who  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, took  the  brokers  to  task  for  allowing  goods  which  have  been 
previously  offered  to  be  included  in  their  sales  of  new  goods. 
Some  of  the  drugs  were  catalogued  without  the  "  numbers,"  30 
that  the  inference  was  that  they  had  been  offered  previously. 
Mr.  Ziegele  gave  some  instances,  after  which  Mr.  Alfred  Lambert 
took  exception  to  Mr.  Ziegele's  remarks,  and  protested,  with 
some  warmth,  that  the  brokers  should  be  trusted,  as  they  always 
kept  their  word  of  honour.  The  motion  to  abstain  from  offering 
gums  at  the  drug-auctions  was  put  to  the  vote  and  adopted  by  a 
large  majority,  Messrs.  Mann  and  Bishop  readily  falling  in  with  the 
suggestion.  Mr.  Mayer  (Messrs.  H.  Lyon  &  Mayer)  had  also  a 
grievance  to  ventilate  in  regard  to  "  putting  any  lot  in  dispute  to 
the  vote  of  the  room."  He  contended,  and  rightly,  that  a  new- 
comer who  has  no  friends  never  got  justice  in  these  circum- 
stances, as  the  other  party,  who  presumably  has  friends,  in- 
variably got  their  support  without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
dispute.    This  matter  was  not  discussed. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  an  improved  demand  in  the  heavy-chemical  market 
both  on  home  and  export  account,  and,  generally  speaking,  a  steady 
all-round  business  is  being  transacted.  Values  for  the  most  part 
are  firmly  maintained. 

Alkali  Pkoduce. — There  is  no  variation  of  particular  moment 
in  the  position  of  any  main  products.  Bleaching- powder  is 
moving  more  briskly,  and  price  tends  towards  better  figures. 
Caustic  soda  and  ammonia  alkali  unchanged,  and  in  steady 
request. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia,  owing  to  heavier  home  demand,  as 
well  as  increased  inquiries  and  orders  from  abroad,  has  advanced 
considerably,  and  it  appears  quite  likely  that  still  higher  figures 
may  yet  rule.  Nearest  values  are:  Beckton,  May,  13?.  2s.  6<7*;. 
Beckton  terms,  12?.  18s.  9;?.  to  13?. ;  London,  12?.  17s.  6f?.  to  13?. 
Leith,  13?. ;  and  Hull,  12?.  15s. 

Benzols  are  quiet,  and  again  lower,  at  9hd.  to  9|c?.  per  gal.  foz 
90  per  cent,  and  8Jd.  to  851?.  per  gal.  for  50  per  cent. 

Linseed  and  Cotton-seed  Cakes,  although  in  fairly  average 
request,  have  not  maintained  late  values.  Linseed-cakes,  95  pec 
cent,  pure,  7?.  15s.  to  8?.  per  ton.  Oilcakes,  6?.  15s.  to  7?.  per  ton.. 
Cotton-cakes  :  Firsts,  4?.  15s.  to  4?.  17s.  Qd.  per  ton,  and  seconds, 
4/.  10s.  to  4?,  12s.  6d.  per  ton. 

Barium  Products. — There  is  a  moderate  demand  in  most 
departments,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  falling-away  as  com- 
pared with  that  done  during  previous  months.  Prices  are  here 
and  there  rather  lower,  but  any  further  appreciable  decline  does 
not  seem  to  be  very  likely.  Mineral  carbonate  of  barytes  at 
present  in  full  supply  at  low  prices.  Chloride  of  barium,  best 
ordinary  refined  crystals,  in  casks,  5?.  15s.  to  6?.  10s.  per  ton, 
ex  stock ;  and  in  bags,  5?.  10s.  to  67.  per  ton.  Blanc  fixe,  pure 
precipitated  sulphate  of  barytes,  in  paste  form,  is  unusually  quiet, 
at  5?.  15s.  to  6?.  5s.  per  ton,  in  ordinary  casks.  Mineral  sulphate 
of  barytes  continues  to  move  regularly,  at  rates  varying  from  40i.. 
1  to  100s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package-.. 
I  Sulphide  of  barium,  crude  calcined,  70  to  75  per  cent.,  4/.  to 
4?.  15s.  per  ton,  in  ordinary  casks.  Hydrate  of  baryta  in  fair 
request,  at  unchanged  rates  of  13?.  10s.  to  14?.  per  ton,  in  6-7-cwt, 
casks.  Nitrate  of  baryta  steady  :  crystals,  17?.  to  18?.  per  ton,  in. 
casks,  f  o.r. ;  and  powdered,  17?.  5s.  to  18?.  5s.  per  ton. 
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Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  March  18. 

Castor  Oil  remains  in  a  lifeless  condition,  at  2|cZ.  for  first- 
pressure  French,  second-pressure,  and  2-^d.  to  2^d.  for  good 
seconds  Calcutta. 

Calabar-beans. — There  has  been  a  sharp  decline,  and  sales  are 
recorded  of  about  20  bags  at  Id.  to  8(7.  per  lb. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — Sales  of  new  crop  continue  to  be 
made  at  45s.  per  cwt. 

Ginger. — African  is  moving  upwards,  and  27s.  6(7.  has  been 
paid  for  quantity.    Higher  price?  are  looked  for. 

Carnauba-wax. — Thirteen  bags  yellow  have  changed  hands  at 
75s.,  and  6  bags  fine  grade  sold  at  80s.  per  cwt. 

Honey. — Californian  is  moving  off  at  31s.  6(7,  to  35s.  per  cwt. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  selling  freely  at  227.  7s.  6(7.  per  ton. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  Nareli  17. 

Business  in  general  is  quiet. 

Agar-agar  is  very  firm  and  tending  dearer,  owing  to  higher 
quotations  from  Japan.  Current  is  quoted  310m.,  and  prime 
325m.  per  100  kilos. 

Antimony  is  a  trifle  firmer  at  23m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor. — Refined  is  very  firm,  with  a  good  spring  demand,  at 
430m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  firm  at  540m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cascaea  Sagrada  is  steady  at  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Citric  Acid  is  very  firm,  260m.  per  100  kilos,  being  asked. 

Kola  is  scarce  at  85m.  to  95m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cevadilla-seed  is  tending  upwards  at  115m.  per  100  kilos. 

Elemi  is  advancing  and  scarce ;  spot  is  quoted  180m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. — Cartagena  is  firm  at  9|m.  per  kilo. 
Japanese  Wax  is  extremely  firm,  holders  asking  125m.  per 
1C0  kilos. 

Wormseed. — Green  is  scarce  and  quoted  100m.  per  100  kilos. 
Senega  very  firm  at  859m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Cod-liver  oil  is  very  firm  at  330m.  per  barrel. 
Castor  is  very  cheap,  but  still  neglected.  Wood  is  firm  at  47Jm. 
to  48m.  per  100  kilos. ;  and  linseed  oil  is  very  firm,  stocks  being 
small. 

Oils  (Essential).— Peppermint  (HGH)  quiet  at  18Am.  per  lb., 
and  Japanese  at  22m.  per  kilo.  Star-anise  is  quoted  10 jm.  per 
kilo, 

American  Drug= market. 

New  TorJt,  March  10. 

The  demand  for  all  classes  of  goods  is  well  maintained  and  the 
market  has  a  healthy  tone. 

Aloes. — Demand  is  poor  for  all  grades  but  prices  are  well 
maintained,  with  the  market  for  Cape  a  trifle  easier  :  14c.  is  asked 
but  less  will  buy. 

Beeswax  is  in  good  demand  and  selling  freely  at  from  29c.  to 
32c.  per  lb,,  according  to  quality. 

Cascara  Sagrada  has  sold  at  13c.  per  lb.,  which  remains  the 
inside  figure  for  prime  new  bark. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Supplies  of  prime  Norwegian  oil  are  very 
light  and  quotations  are  nominal.  Small  sales  have  been  made 
at  from  $60  to  §70.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  much  adulteration 
is  going  on,  and  some  dealers  are  even  refilling  original  packages 
purchased  from  emulsion-makers  with  the  inferior  so-called  New- 
foundland oil. 

Ipecacuanha  is  slow  of  sale,  with  Bio  offering  at  §1.50  and 
Cartagena  at  1.10. 

Jalap  has  dropped  to  9c,  owing  to  arrivals  of  new-crop.  Sales 
have  not  been  heavy. 

Menthol. — Lack  of  demand  has  resulted  in  a  decline  to  $6.25 
and  sales  have  even  been  made  at  $6.  Since  these  sales  the 
market  has  stiffened  a  little,  and  some  holders  refuse  to  shade 
$6.50. 

Morphine  has  advanced  10c. ,  in  sympathy  with  the  advance  in 
•opium  :  $2  is  now  quoted  by  makers  for  bulk  lots. 

Peppermint  Oil  is  quiet  and  quotations  are  irregular,  running 
down  to  $3.85.  Very  little  is  to  be  had  at  this  figure,  however, 
most  holders  asking  $4  to  $4.25. 

Quinine. — Makers  continue  to  quote  on  a  basis  of  28c.  with 
second-hands  offering,  German  at  27c.  and  Java  at  25c. 

Senega  is  firmly  held  at  82^0.  to  85c. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  March  18 :—  The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  evening  amount  to  240  cases  at  from  7s.  KM. 
to  8s.  Id.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna.    The  market  is  now  firm. 

Hamburg,  March  19 : — There  are  no  important  changes 
to  telegraph,  but  the  following  articles  are  firmly  held  : 
Agar-agar,  cevadilla-seed,  carnauba-wax,  turpentine,  and 
cod-liver  oil. 


New  York,  March  19 : — The  market  here  is  active. 
Menthol  is  firmer,  at  $6.50  per  lb. ;  peppermint  oil  remains 
easy,  at  $3.50  per  lb.  Long  buchu-leaves  have  advanced, 
and  cod-liver  oil  is  now  quoted  at  $90  per  barrel.  Bismuth 
has  advanced  by  60c.  and  citric  acid  has  declined  by  2c. 
per  lb.  Cocaine  is  also  lower  by  75c.  per  oz.,  and  refined 
camphor  has  been  advanced  to  56c.  per  lb. 

Bergen,  March  18 : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  all  Norway 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year  now  amounts  to  3.724,000, 
against  16,308,000  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1902.  This 
has  yielded  782  barrels  of  oil,  as  compared  with  9,615  barrels 
at  the  same  time  last  year.  The  fishing  again  shows  an  im- 
provement, but  is  continually  interrupted  by  the  bad 
weather.  The  quotation  for  best  medicinal  non-congealing 
oil  has  advanced  to  400s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 


Acid,  Acetic,  is  rather  firmer.  One  agent  quotes  B.P.  98 
(99  to  100  per  cent,  glacial)  at  307.  10s.  per  ton. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  easier,  at  2§d.  per  lb.  net  delivered 
London. 

Agar  Agar. — Under  date  of  January  29  the  Osaka  and 
Kobe  Irade  Review  states  that  the  prospects  for  the  new 
crop  of  isinglass  are  goirjg  from  bad  to  worse,  as  the  weather 
has  been  very  unfavourable.  It  is  reported  that  in  the  chief 
producing  district  the  manufacturers  have  been  compelled  to 
suspend  work  since  January  10,  owing  to  the  continuance 
of  wet  weather,  and  considerable  quantities  have  gone 
rotten  by  rain.  According  to  several  advices,  it  is  thought 
that  the  crop  for  this  season  will  show  a  larger  reduction 
than  that  anticipated  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  The 
packing  of  the  better  qualities  is  expected  to  close  during 
the  next  fourteen  days,  and  if  the  weather  during  that  time 
is  as  bad  as  it  has  been  previously,  the  reduction  in  the 
season's  crop  will  be  serious. 

Alcohol. — German  potato-spirit  has  advanced  from  2r7. 
to  2,\d.  per  proof  gal.  from  the  lowest  point,  owing  to  a 
brisk  export  demand  from  Germany  and  a  consequent 
reduction  in  stocks ;  druggists'  quality  is  quoted  l\d.  to  8:1. 
per  proof  gal.  delivered  in  bond. 

Aniseed,  Star. — Fair  average  Chinese  has  been  sold  at 
65s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor. — English  refined  is  in  good  spring  demand, 
prices  being  unchanged  on  the  basis  of  2s.  2i.  per  lb.  for  ton 
lots.  In  crude,  a  sale  of  200  piculs  Japanese  is  reported  at 
155s.,  c.i.f.,  for  March-April  shipment. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
April  2  will  consist  of  8,488  bales  and  448  cases  Java  bark, 
weighing  759,851  kilos.,  and  containing  38,554  kilos,  quinine 
sulphate.  The  average  content  for  the  manufacturing  bark 
is  5  57  per  cent.,  against  5  86  per  cent,  for  the  February 
auction,  and  an  average  of  5'51  per  cent,  for  the  ten  auctions 
held  in  1902.  In  the  drug-auction  10  cases  fine  Java  quills 
(8  per  cent,  total  alkaloids)  were  taken  out  at  10d.,  a  bid  of 
8d.  being  refused.  Sixty-seven  serons  of  Huanuco  quill  sold 
at  8§d.  for  sound. 

Cocaine  — The  s.s.  Nile  from  Callao  has  brought  three 
packages  crude,  but  they  are  reported  sold  for  arrival. 
Otherwise  there  is  no  crude  offered  on  this  market.  Hamburg 
quotes  370m.,  and  some  460  kilos,  have  recently  been  sold. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  again  dearer  at  from  217.  to  237. 10s. 
per  ton,  spot,  according  to  brand. 

Ergot. — From  Hamburg  Spanish  is  offered  at  Is.  3d.,  and 
Russian  at  Is.  3d.,  f.o.b. 

Galangal  is  quoted  25s.  per  cwt.,  but  possibly  a  shade 
under  this  figure  would  be  accepted. 

Galls. — Chinese  are  firm,  business  having  been  done  at 
53s.,  c.i.f.,  for  March-April  steamer. 

Gum  Arabic. — Stocks  of  East  Indian  descriptions  on  the 
spot  are  now  very  small ;  sales  of  several  hundred  packages 
of  Ghatti  of  old  import  have  been  made  at  from  14s.  6d.  to 
16s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  to  fair. 

Jalap. — In  New  York  9jC  is  quoted  ;  and  prime  old  root 
at  9|c,  these  prices  being  cheaper  owing  to  arrivals  of 
new  crop. 
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Menthol  is  rather  easier  than  when  last  quoted,  Kobayashi 
brand  being  offered  at  22s. ,  spot. 

Mokphine  is  firm  and  in  good  demand  at  4s.  3d.  for  hydro- 
chloride powder,  and  4s-.  5:1.  for  cubes. 

Oil,  Castor. — Calcutta  seconds  are  quoted  2\cl.  per  lb. 
Hull  make  is  quoted  at  21/.  15s.  per  ton  for  firsts,  and  19Z.  5*. 
for  seconds,  delivery  free  ex  wharf  London,  for  prompt  and 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  deliveries. 

Oil,  Cod-liver,  has  been  excited  this  week,  and  with 
almost  each  transaction  the  market  has  gathered  renewed 
strength,  owing  to  the  extreme  scarcity  of  oil  on  the  spot. 
Prices  have  risen  at  an  unprecedented  rate,  as  early  in  the 
week  360s.  per  barrel,  spot,  was  paid  for  old  non-congealing 
oil,  but  on  Wednesday  400s.  to  440.*.  was  asked.  Most  of 
the  agents  are  still  without  offers  of  new  oil,  but  in  one 
instance  440s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  for  arrival.  The 
state  of  the  market  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  on 
Wednesday  the  lirst  shipment  of  new  non-congealing  oil  was 
received  by  a  wholesale  druggist,  who  parted  with  a  single 
barrel  at  420s.  The  excitement  on  the  market  during  the 
last  few  days  appears  to  be  not  without  considerable  founda- 
tion, for  there  can  be  no  question  that  up  to  the  present  the 
result  of  the  fishing  has  been  the  worst  on  record,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  the  year  1864.  In  addition  to  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  cod  on  the  Norwegian  coast  is  smaller 
than  has  ever  been  known,  it  is  stated  that  the  actual 
weight  of  the  fish  there  is,  as  an  average,  the  lowest  on 
record.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  determinations  of  the 
temperature  of  the  water  show  that  it  is  lower  than  it  has 
been  at  this  time  of  the  year  since  observations  were  made, 
and  this  is  believed  to  be  due  to  some  slight  diversion  cf 
the  Gulf  Stream — possibly  arising  out  of  the  volcanic  erup- 
tions in  the  West  Indies.  Whether  this  accounts  for  the 
presence  of  seals  rather  than  ccd  is  not  certain ;  but,  at  any 
rat?,  there  cxn  be  no  question  that  up  to  the  present  time 
the  fishing  that  has  taken  place  might  almost  be  ignored. 
No  doubt  the  high  price  will  materially  affect  demand,  but, 
so  far  as  can  be  gleaned  from  those  best  in  position  to 
judge,  there  is  very  little  likelihood  of  lower  rates  ruling  for 
a  considerable  time  to  come. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  14  that 
although  the  prospects  for  the  fishery  are  considered  pretty 
fair,  the  total  results  during  the  week  show  but  a  slight 
advance  in  the  figures  relating  to  the  catch,  owing  to  stormy 
weather  having  prevented  regular  fishing.  The  condition  of 
the  livers  remains  unaltered,  quality  being  of  the  poorest 
description.  Cod-liver  oil  is  practically  non-existent  at 
Bergen,  and  it  is  difficult  to  give  an  authentic  quotation ; 
340s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  is  nominal.  The  exports  from  Bergen 
to  date  amount  to  669-a-  barrels,  against  1,838  barrels  at  the 
same  date  last  year. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Supplies  on  the  spot  are  now  very 
light,  and  business  has  been  done  at  5\d.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Olive. — The  exports  from  Spain  during  1902  were 
57,910,098  kilos.,  against  19,803,219  kilos,  in  1901,  and 
32,921,084  kilos,  in  1901 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  firm  but  quiet,  and  buyers 
are  holding  off,  owing  to  the  high  prices  asked. 

Smyrna,  March  7. —  Satisfactory  rains  have  fallen  during  the 
week,  and  the  weather  is  favourable  for  the  spring  sowings. 
During  the  week  some  76  cases  have  changed  hands,  including 
65  cases  various  talequale  at  8s.  2d.  for  the  United  States,  and 
11  eases  Karahissar  t.q.  for  speculation  at  8s.  4(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
These  prices  are  about  unchanged,  and  until  it  is  known  whether 
the  spring  sowings  have  been  a  failure  or  not  it  is  difficult  to  say 
which  course  the  market  will  take.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  since 
the  opening  of  the  season  amount  to  5,023  cases,  against  3,019  at 
the  same  date  of  last  year. 

Constantinople,  March  14. — We  have  to  report  a  fair  amount 
of  activity  on  the  part  of  speculators,  who  have  bought  freely  on 
this  market  at  advancing  prices.  The  momentary  decline, 
generally  looked  forward  to  by  legitimate  exporters,  has  been 
knocked  on  the  head  by  spec  Jitors,  whose  recent  purchases  have 
brought  about  and  established  a  higher  range  of  prices.  The  week's 
sales  amount  to  37  cases  "  druggists'  "  at  7s.  10(7.  to  8s.,  and  10 
cases  soft-shipping  at  9s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Smyrna,  March  13. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  169  cases, 
of  which  157  have  been  taken  by  American  buyers  at  from  7s.  10(7. 
to  8s.  for  manufactured  descriptions.  These  prices  are  about  2(7. 
lower,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  a  further  decline  until 
it  is  more  or  less  certain  to  what  extent  the  spring  sowings  will 
euc:<ed.   Weather  keeps  favourable. 


Quinine  has  been  quiet  but  rather  firmer  for  May  delivery, 
small  sales  having  been  made  for  that  position  at  from 
Is.  Ohd.  to  1*.  0f<Z.  per  oz. 

The  exports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  from  Germany  during 
the  twelve  months  — 

1900  1901  1902 

Kilos   181,803         195,400  232,200 

Marks    8,316,000       8,207,000  9,752,000 

Seedlac. — Fair  palish  Karachi  has  been  sold  privately  at 
120s.,  and  Karachi  at  117s.  62.  for  reddish,  part  specky.  In 
the  drug-auction  51.  5s.  was  paid  for  fair  scabs,  51.  forblocky, 
and  52s.  for  dust. 

Seeds. — Russian  Anise  is  slow  at  15s.  to  15s.  6.7.  per  cwt. 
Dutch  Caraways  quiet  at  21s.  to  2ls.  6cl.  per  cwt.  Coriander 
sells  slowly  at  8s.  6:1.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco.  Cumin  dull  at 
25s.  per  cwt.  for  Malta,  and  at  19s.  for  Morocco.  Bold 
Linseed  is  quoted  50s.  per  quarter.  Canary  slow  at  58s.  to 
60s.  per  quarter. 

Shellac. — The  market  last  week  closed  with  a  brisk 
demand  at  dearer  rates,  several  hundred  cases  selling  on  the 
spot  on  a  basis  of  116s.  for  fair  TN  orange,  and  for  delivery 
about  2.000  cases  were  sold,  including  March  115s.  to  118s., 
April  115s.  to  117s„  May  116s.  to  117s.,  June  and  July  113s.7 
August  Ills,  to  112s.  This  week  futures  have  been  quiet, 
and  closed  lower  on  Wednesday ;  spot  prices  have  been 
steady,  TN  selling  on  a  basis  of  117s.  for  fair.  On  the  spot, 
fine  orange  continues  in  limited  supply,  with  small  sales  at 
previous  prices.  AC  Garnet  is  quoted  103s.  to  110s., 
according  to  condition,  and  for  arrival  105s.,  c.i.f. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  bold  and  medium  cut 
Cochin  Ginger  was  bought  in  at  75s.  per  cwt.,  medium  and 
small  at  55s.,  good  small  at  43s.,  and  cuttings  at  36s. ;  good 
washed  rough  was  withdrawn  at  40s.,  unassorted  Calicut 
brown  rough  at  40s.,  and  bright  medium  and  small  at  43s. 
per  cwt.  Jamaica  sold  at  37s.  to  38s.  per  cwt.  for  small 
dark  lean,  and  at  41s.  6d.  for  middling  dull  washed  Japan 
is  selling  privately  at  30s.  to  31s.  per  cwt.,  and  at  23s.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  to  arrive.  Zanzibar  Cloves  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb.  for 
ordinary  dark.  There  has  been  rather  more  business  done 
for  delivery  lately  at  firmer  rates,  at  3'^d.  to  3}^d.  per  lb. 
according  to  position.  Japan  Chillies  were  bought  in  at  28s. 
to  29s.  per  cwt.  for  good  long  red  picked.  Pimento  firm; 
fair  quality  sold  at  2j7grZ.  per  lb.  Wild  Cinnamon  partly  sold 
at  ±d.  to  %d.  per  lb.  Cassia-vera  was  held  for  25s.  per  cwt., 
Mace  firm;  middling  dark  red  Penang  was  bought  in  at 
2s.  3d.,  and  middling  pale  at  2s.  6i.  per  lb.  West  India  sold 
at  full  rates  to  rather  dearer.  Bombay  wild  was  bought  in 
at  Qd.  per  lb.  for  dark,  mostly  perished.  Penang  Nutmegs 
quiet.  Black  Pepper  rather  easier ;  Singapore  sold  at  5|rZ., 
and  Lampong  at  5$d.  per  lb.,  with  one  lot  at  5\d.  Alleppy  was 
bought  in  at  6d.,  and  Trang  at  6\d.  per  lb.  Singapore  white 
was  sold  at  9f6d.  per  lb.  for  fair  ;  Penang  was  bought  in  at 
8f<&  per  lb. 

Sticklac. — Good  sifted  has  sold  recently  at  85s.,  spot. 

Turmeric. — Good  Cochin  finger  has  been  sold  in  quantity 
at  10s.,  spot.  There  are  sellers  of  Bengal  at  13s.,  and  new 
crop  is  quoted  10s.  9d.,  c.i.f.    Madras  is  quiet. 

Veratria. — Makers  have  advanced  their  prices  to  6s.  2d. 
net  per  oz.  for  Sulphate,  and  5s.  6d.  net  for  Pure  in  small 
wholesale  quantities. 

Wax,  Japanese,  is  dearer,  and  some  200  cases  have  ' 
changed  hands  at  from  65s.  to  67s.  6i.  per  cwt.,  spot,  and 
sellers  are  now  asking  70s.  to  72s.  6d. ;  for  arrival,  67s.  6d.  to 
69s.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  It  is  said  there  are  only  200  cases  on 
the  spot  to  supply  requirements  until  June,  as  further 
supplies  cannot  be  shipped  until  then. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

A  fair  proportion  of  the  new  goods  offered  was  sold  with  few 
alterations  in  value.    Cape  aloes  was  a  shade  easier,  but  the 
quality  was  not  prime.    Sumatra  benzoin  was  steady  but  quiet, 
and  buchu-leaves  and  balsam  tolu  were  neglected.  Cardamoms 
met  a  fair  demand  at  irregular  prices,  but  without  material 
i  change.    The  depleted  stocks  of  dragon's-blood  have  been  aug- 
>  mented  by  further  arrivals,  and  prices  are  easier.    Rio  ipecac,  was 
4(7,  to  6(1,  lower,  and  Cartagena  was  2d.  dearer.    Rhubarb  was 
|  quiet,  and  sarsaparilla  sold  steadily.    Full  prices  were  obtained 
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for  Jamaica  and  Zanzibar  beeswax.  The  following 
the  quantities  of  goods  offered  and  sold : — ■ 


tables  show 


Offered 

Accroides   299  . 

Acid,  phosphoric  ...  5  . 

Albumen    5  . 

Aloes- 
Cape    27  . 

Socotrine    24  . 

Ambergris   4  . 

Ammoniacum    4  . 

Annatto-seed    3  , 

Araroba   8 

Argol   70 

Balsam  Tolu   25  ■ 

Benzoin — 

Sumatra   224 

Buchu    22 

Camphor  (cr.  Chin.)  44  - 

Cannabis  indica  ...  20  , 

Cardamoms    270 

Cashew  nuts   13 

Cassia  fistula    2 

Castor-oil  seed   14 

Chillies  (Zan.)   16 

Cinchona    88 

Coca-leaves    27 

Colocynth   2 

Cubebs    40 

Cuttle-fish  bone 

SDivi-divi   

Dragon's-blood   11 

■Galls    53 

Gum  acacia    20 

Ipecacuanha- 
Cartagena    3 

Rio  (natural)   37 

„  ("cult.") 

Kino   

Kola   

Lime-juice   10 

20 


27 
6 


5 
20 
1 


rice-juice. 
Musk— 

Sawko   


Sold 

.  0 

.  5 

.  5 

.  27 

.  0 

.  0 

.  4 

,.  0 

,.  0 

..  70 

,.  0 

,.  29 

..  1 

,.  0 

,.  0 

..  134 

..  10 

,.  2 

,.  0 

..  0 

,.  68 

..  26 

..  0 

..  0 

..  5 

..  0 

..  0 

..  21 

..  0 

..  2 

..  16 

..  0 

..  0 

..  1 

..  0 

..  0 

..  0 


Offered 
Musk— 

Tonquin  pod   8  .. 

seed    2  .. 

Myrrh    6  .. 

Oil- 
castor  (Fr.)    7  .. 

cinnamon  (bark)  6  .. 

cod-liver  (Newf.)  3  .. 

eucalyptus    45  .. 

olive    3  .. 

orange    1  .. 

peppermint    48  .. 

Opium    2  .. 

Opopanax   1  .. 

Orange-peel    21  .. 

Orris    4  .. 

Petroleum-jelly  ...  2  .. 

Rhatany   10  .. 

Rhubarb    38  .. 

Sandalwood-chips  245  .. 

Sandarac    10  .. 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica  ...  24  .. 

native  red   1  .. 

Scammony-root   ...  74  . 

Seedlac    69  ., 

Senna — 

Tinnevelly    25  .. 

Tamarinds  (W.I.)...  10  ., 

Tonka-beans   9  .. 

Tragacanth    9  .. 

Wax  (bees')  — 

Australian   23  . 

Cuban    5  . 

East  Indian   90  . 

Jamaica    9  . 

Morocco   7  . 

Zanzibar    93  . 

Wax— 

Carnauba    60  . 

Japanese    20  . 


Sold 

.  2 

.  2 

.  0 

.  7 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

.  3 

.  0 

.  48 

.  2 

.  0 

.  1 

.  4 

,  2 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  15 

.  1 

.  0 

.  69 

.  25 

.  0 

.  0 

.  9 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  9 

.  0 

.  46 

.  0 

.  *20 


Sold  privately. 


Acid,  Phosphoric— S.G.  1.750  was  offered  "  without 
{reserve,"  and  sold  at  6f<2.  per  lb. 

Albumen.- -Chinese  sold  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — A  parcel  of  Cape  of  secondary  quality  was  offered, 
and  sold  at  rather  easier  prices.  Good  bright  hard  brought 
40.?. ;  fair  to  good  seconds,  slightly  drossy,  35s.  to  38s.  ;  and 
mixed  livery,  22s.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

Ammoniacum. — Good  pale  almonds  and  grain  part  blocky 
-sold  at  38s.,  subject. 

Annatto-seed. — Fair  West  Indian  was  held  for  2d. 
per  lb. 

Araroba. — A  parcel  from  Bahia  was  held  for  Is.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Argol. — Dusty  and  pinky  Cape,  containing,  according  to 
analysis,  72'5  per  cent,  crystallised  acid,  sold  at  from  46s.  to 
47s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Tolu  was  in  large  supply  and  neglected.  Good 
genuine  in  large  tins  is  obtainable  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Medium  qualities  of  Sumatra  were  freely 
■offered,  but  there  was  only  a  slight  demand.  Fair  almondy 
Sumatra  seconds,  rather  false  packed,  sold  at  61.  10s.  per 
•cwt.,  and  middling  seconds  at  bl.  lbs.  Thirds  were  held 
tfor  85s. 

Buchu. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  good  green  round  at  9d. ; 
'8^d.  was  paid  for  a  bale  of  stalky. 

Cardamoms. — In  fair  demand,  but  prices  were  without 
material  change,  and  were  as  follows  :'  Ceylon-Mysores,  extra 
bold  pale  picked,  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  9d.  ;  good  bold  pale,  Is.  lid. 
to  2s.  Id.  ;  medium  and  bold  pale,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  ;  small 
■and  medium  pale,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Qd. ;  pale  splits,  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  3d. ;  small  brownish,  Is.  Id. ;  brown  and  split,  lid.  to  Is. 
Ceylon-Malabar,  small  and  medium  lean  brown  were  held  at 
Is. ;  Native  wild  longs,  medium  and  bold  full,  sold  at  Is.  2d. 
Good  dark  seed  was  limited  at  Is.  bd.  in  one  instance,  but 
Is.  <\d.  was  frequently  paid  for  fair  quality.  Privately  there 
'has  been  a  better  demand  for  Seed  during  the  past  week  at 
Is.  $d.  per  lb. 


Cashew-nuts. — A  sale  of  12  cases  from  Bombay  was 
made  at  from  22s.  6:1.  to  25s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Good  West  Indian  pod  brought  39s. 
per  cwt.,  subject  to  approval. 

Coca-leaves. — Dull  brownish  Ceylon  leaves  sold  at  from 
4|fZ.  to  6:1.  per  lb.,  and  good  greenish  at  from  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2d. 

Cuttlefish-bone. — Good  bold  white  bone  from  Bombay 
sold  at  bd.  per  lb.  and  the  remainder  of  the  parcel  was  taken 
out  at  3d. 

Dragon's-blood. — Several  arrivals  have  taken  place 
daring  the  past  fortnight  and  prices  are  easier  inclined. 
Very  seedy  virgin  lump  of  medium  colour  was  limited  at 
9/.  10s.,  and  6  cases  containing  about  75  percent,  of  reboiled 
lump  of  fine  colour  were  bought  in  at  10/.,  the  actual 
selling-price  not  transpiring. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  sold  at  an  irregular  decline  of  U.  to 
6d.  per  lb.,  about  17  bales  being  disposed  of  at  from  5s.  to 
5s.  2d.  for  fair  lean  to  good  bright  native  packed.  5  bales  of 
cultivated  Rio  were  taken  out  at  6s.,  being  highly  limited. 
Cartagena  description  was  2:1.  clearer,  fair  average  quality 
selling  at  3s.  3d.  per  lb.  There  has  been  a  better  demand 
for  Cartagena  privately  and  stocks  are  becoming  smaller. 

Kino. — Good  black  Cochin  grain  from  Badagara  was 
limited  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Kola. — A  bag  of  good  bright  natural  West  Indian  realised 
bd.  per  lb. 

Musk. — Quiet.  One  tin  of  thin  blue  skin  containing  good 
grain  was  held  at  72s.  6:1.  per  oz.  This  was  catalogued  as 
"  Sawko  "  musk,  and  the  pods  were  of  Yunan  character,  the 
pod  being  full.  Of  4  caddies  of  Tonkin  musk,  2  sold  at  35s. 
for  old-fashioned  China,  Pile  1,  with  very  thick  skins. 

Musk-seed. — Two  barrels  from  St.  Lucia  and  Grenada 
respectively  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  2:1.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cinnamon-bark,  sold  at  10±d.  per  oz.  for  Ceylon. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — In  the  drug  auctions  28  cases  of 
Japanese  dementholised  oil,  "  Kobyashi  "  brand,  sold  at  from 
7s.  6d.  to  7s.  9d.,  "  without  reserve,"  and  10  cases  M.  Raspe  & 
Co.'s  brand  sold  at  from  7s.  3:1.  to  7s.  6:1.  per  lb  ,  "  without 
reserve."  These  prices  show  a  decline  of  Is.  3:1.  to  Is.  6i.  on 
those  asked  privately,  while  from  Japan  13s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted  ; 
10  cases  of  American  H.G.H.  also  sold  without  reserve  at 
14s.  6  I.  per  lb.  These  forced  sales,  it  is  said,  are  on  behalf 
of  a  house  which  recently  suspended  payment. 

Orris. — Dull  Florentine  sorts  brought  lis.  per  cwt. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  Ten  cases  medium  and  bold  flat  High- 
dried,  with  three-quarter  good  pinky  fracture  and  quarter 
grey  and  dark,  were  limited  at  8  ~L,  at  which  sales  have  been 
made  privately.  A  case  of  medium  to  bold  round  Shensi, 
with  three-quarter  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at  2s.  9i.  per  lb  . 

Sarsaparilla  sold  at  steady  rates,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  sub- 
ject being  paid  for  genuine  grey  Jamaica.  Good  native,  sold 
at  Is.  Id.  and  3  bales  of  Lima,  Jamaica,  had  not  arrived  in 
time  for  the  sale.  Privately  small  sales  in  second  hands 
have  been  made  at  Is.  bd.  for  grey  Jamaica  and  Is.  3:1.  for 
native.    Mexican  is  quoted  3\d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Senna. — In  small  supply.  Small  and  medium  yellowish 
Tinnevelly  leaf  sold  at  from  l\d.  to  If per  lb.,  and  pods  at 
l\d. 

Tonka-beans. — Good  frosted  Para  are  obtainable  at  Is.  bd. 
per  lb.,  and  sales  are  reported  at  that  figure. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  sold  at  unchanged  rates  compared 
with  the  last  auction,  good  bright  red  and  brown  mixed 
selling  at  from  31.  10s.  to  8/.  15s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  sold 
steadily  at  from  61.  lbs.  to  61.  17s.  6:1.  for  good  brown  block, 
slightly  drossy,  and  61.  lbs.  for  sea-damaged.  Bids  varying 
from  51.  17s.  6d.  to  11.  were  to  be  submitted  for  other 
45  packages,  the  higher  price  being  for  fair  palish  to  dark 
rolls.  These  were  the  only  two  descriptions  for  which  any 
demand  was  shown.  Privately,  Madagascar  is  scarce,  small 
sales  having  been  recently  made  at  11.  2s.  6d.  for  fair  palish 
and  dark. 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited).— After  Satur- 
day, March  21,  the  registered  office  of  this  company  will  be 
4  Lloyd's  Avenue,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
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fllMMano  pharmaceutical 
association. 


MR.  G.  E.  PERRY  (President)  took  the  chair  at  a  meeting 
of  this  Association  held  at  Birmingham  University  on 
March  14.  Three  papers  were  read.  The  first  was  by 
Mr.  E.  W.  Mann  on 

Copaiba. 

Mr.  Mann  dealt  mainly  with  the  methods  of  testing- 
copaiba  for  gurjun  balsam.  After  a  resume  of  recent  work 
on  the  subject,  the  methods  used  in  the  investigation  were 
specified  as  follows : — 

(1)  Specific  Gravity. 

(2)  Determination  of  Resin. — 1'5  gram  of  the  balsam  is  heated 
to  100°-105°  C.  in  a  flat  glass  dish  until  of  constant  weight.  Time 
required  is  sixteen  to  twenty  hours.  It  is  necessary  to  observe 
constant  conditions  to  get  concordant  results. 

(3)  Brit.  Pharni.  Colour-tests.— {a)  HoS04  +  HNO^; 

(6)  HC..H-0.,  +  HNO.-, 

(4)  Determination  of  Acid  and  Ester  Numbers,  with  reduction 
of  these  figures  to  a  resin-factor  by  dividing  the  resin  percentage 
by  the  acid  or  ester  figure  obtained. — The  method  employed  was 
that  recently  described  by  E.  Wightman  Bell,  and  consisted 
in  titrating  free  acid  in  alcoholic  solution  with  alcoholic  semi- 
normal  potash,  esters  being  determined  on  same  solution  by 
adding  a  known  excess  of  the  alcoholic  potash,  boiling  for  one  hour 
under  reflux-condenser  and  titrating  back  with  semi-normal 
hydrochloric  acid,  phenolphthalein  being  used  as  an  indicator  in 
both  cases. 

Acid  and  ester  numbers  represent  the  number  of  milligrams 
of  KOH  absorbed  by  acids  or  esters  respectively  for  1  gram  of  the 
balsam. 

(5)  Iodine- absorption. — Hiibl's  method  was  first  tried,  but 
found  unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  secondary  reac- 
tions, which  rendered  a  sharp  reading  impossible.  The  method 
used  by  Dr.  Wij  (Analyst,  vol.  xxiv.,  page  257)  gave  much  better 
readings,  but  even  in  this  ease  it  was  found  necessary  to  use 
exactly  identical  conditions,  excess  of  iodine  (this  must  be  at  least 
three  times  that  absorbed)  to  secure  results  in  any  way  concordant. 
The  results  obtained  are  of  negative  value  only. 

A  table  was  next  exhibited,  giving  the  results  obtained 
from  an  examination  of  nineteen  samples  of  copaiba  and  a 
sample  of  gurjun  balsam,  the  following  being  the  chief 
points  brought  out : — 

Specific  G-ravity. — All  samples  examined  were  practically 
within  B.P.  limits. 

Amount  of  Oil.— Two  samples  only  (according  to  B.P.  re- 
quirements) were  slightly  deficient. 

Colour  -  tests. — Action  of  a  mixture  of  sulphuric  and  nitric 
acids  on  a  carbon-bisulphide  solution  of  the  balsam. — Three  only 
of  the  samples  could  be  described  as  giving  no  violet  colour :  in 
the  remaining  sixteen  colours  varying  from  a  faint  tinge  to  a 
strong  violet  were  obtained. 

Action  of  glacial  acetic  acid  and  nitric  acid  ou  the  balsam. — 
Nine  samples  by  this  test  gave  no  reaction  ;  the  remainder  usually 
giving  depths  of  colour  corresponding  with  those  obtained  by 
previous  test. 

Acid  Number,  reduced  to  resin-factor. —  It  was  noticed  that 
the  figures  obtained  for  copaiba  samples  vary  within  certain 
fairly-well  defined  limits;  0-600  to  0  700  will  include  the  whole. 
Gurjun  balsam  itself  gives  the  striking  figure  of  4'3B. 

Ester  Value  and  Iodine  Value. — These  were  found  to  be  too 
variable  and  not  sufficiently  well  defined  from  those  obtained  from 
gurjun  to  admit  of  any  use  being  made  of  them. 

Having  regard  to  the  high  figure  given  as  resin-acid  factor 
by  the  sample  of  gurjun  balsam  and  the  comparatively 
small  variation  exhibited  by  the  samples  of  copaiba,  it  would, 
Mr.  Mann  said,  be  scarcely  reasonable  to  regard  as  adul- 
terated sixteen  out  of  nineteen  of  these  latter,  all  procured 
from  importers  in  the  usual  way,  but  they  must  so  be  re- 
garded if  the  colour-tests  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  are  to  be 
employed  and  their  indications  accepted. 

The  work  for  the  paper  was  carried  out  in  the  laboratory 
of  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  the  author 
being  assisted  by  Mr.  H.  Caulkin.  In  the  subsequent  discus- 
sion the  President,  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  and  Mr.  John 
Barclay  took  part. 

Chips  from  a  Pharmaceutical  Workshop. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C.,  followed  with  a  paper  to  which 
he  gave  this  title.    He  dealt  first  with  chemicals  and  their 
preparation. 


Syrup  of  Iodide  of  Iron. — A  sample  of  this  galenical  was 
shown  which  had  been  preserved  for  many  months  in  good 
condition  by  a  few  drops  of  sulphurous  acid  which  is  an 
improvement  on  hypophosphorous  acid  generally  used. 

Exsiccated  Ferrous  Sulphate. — In  the  course  of  some 
experiments  in  the  preparation  of  this  article  it  had  been 
found  on  several  occasions  that  the  addition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  sulphuric  acid  to  the  salt  ensures  a  product 
which  responds  well  to  the  B.P.  tests  and  keeps  much  better. 

Iron  in  Sulphuric  Acid. — The  usual  plan  with  students, 
when  examining  an  organic  or  inorganic  salt,  is  to  add 
sulphuric  acid  and  warm.  During  this  test  it  was  found 
that  with  codeine  a  blue  colour  is  produced.  The  colour,  it 
was  found,  is  due  to  traces  of  iron  in  the  acid.  Mr.  Alcock 
suggested  that  the  colouration  would  readily  show  the 
presence  of  this  impurity  in  the  acid. 

Phenacetin  Test. — Some  time  ago,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Wilkins,  the  author  showed  that  hot  sulphuric  acid  with 
phenacetin,  and  subsequent  dilution  with  water  and  atrimonia 
in  excess  gives  a  distinctive  colour-reaction  which  differen- 
tiates it  from  other  synthetic  remedic  s  of  the  B.P.  Further 
experiments  showed  that  if  the  solution,  before  adding 
ammonia,  is  shaken  out  with  amylic  alcohol,  ether,  or 
chloroform,  and  the  solution  evaporated,  a  residue  is  obtained 
which  dissolves  in  water  and  behaves  very  characteristi- 
cally with  alkalies,  alkaline  carbonate,  and  alkaline  salts, 
forming  a  violet  or  purple  colour.  This  is  obtained  also 
with  such  salts  as  borax,  potassium  cyanide,  sodium  carbo- 
nate, &c,  and  the  indication  is  very  sharp.  By  treating  this 
violet-coloured  solution  with  acids  the  yellow  colour  in- 
variably returns,  and,  unlike  phenolphthalein,  it  is  not 
destroyed  by  carbonic  acid  or  organic  acids. 

Barium  in  Strontium  Salts. — For  some  time  past  it  has 
been  found  that  the  ordinary  strontium  salts  are  contami- 
nated with  barium.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  them  quite  free, 
and  students  are  consequently  always  making  discoveries 
which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  text-books.  There  is 
apparently  some  difficulty  in  eliminating  this  impurity,  for 
it  seems  to  be  generally  found  in  the  laboratory  salts,  while 
the  medicinal  salts  are  generally  found  to  be  quite  free,  or 
nearly  so,  from  barium. 

Tincture  of  Nxtx  Vomica. — Mr.  Alcock  finds  that  by  the 
use  of  benzoline,  or  what  is  popularly  called  "  sweet 
benzine,"  the  fat  is  very  conveniently  removed  from  this 
preparation  before  proceeding  with  the  usual  process  of 
assay.  In  addition  the  use  of  phosphoric  acid,  in  the  same 
acid  strength  as  the  sulphuric  acid,  seems  to  give  a  clearer 
and  cleaner  ferrocyanide  to  the  alkaloids  than  sulphuric 
acid. 

Extraction  of  Alkaloids. — During  an  investigation  to 
determine  the  amount  of  extract  of  belladonna  in  some 
pills,  it  was  found  that  emulsification  was  so  persistent  that 
all  usual  remedies  failed  in  effecting  a  separation  of  the 
aqueous  liquid  from  the  immiscible  solvent.  Recourse  was 
had  to  the  method  brought  before  the  Association  a  year  ago 
by  Mr.  Perry  for  milk-analysis— viz.,  addition  of  tragacanth. 
The  gum,  taking  to  itself  the  whole  of  the  water,  acted  like 
a  charm,  and  the  ethereal  layer  was  separated  absolutely 
free  from  colour.    Further  washing  was  easily  conducted. 

Calx  Sulphurata. — Incidentally  Mr.  Alcock  asked  for  a 
good  method  for  the  production  on  a  small  scale  of  calx 
sulphurata  such  as  could  be  conveniently  applied  by  pharma- 
ceutical students  in  the  ordinary  chemical-laboratory. 
There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  sulphurated 
lime  in  small  quantities  of  the  strength  of  even  so  poor  a 
percentage  as  that  demanded  by  the  B.P. — viz.,  50  per  cent. 

Sodium  Arsenate. — Mr.  Alcock  spoke  of  the  controversy 
which  has  gathered  round  this  salt,  and  the  difficulty  there 
is  in  deciding  when  the  formation  of  the  lead  precipitate  is 
complete.  He  did  not  think  the  suggestion  to  determine  the 
strength  of  the  salt  by  the  use  of  standard  acid  and  methyl 
orange  would  be  acceptable  for  so  potent  a  chemical,  and  none 
would  be  good  which  did  not  state  the  amount  of  the 
arsenic  radical  present.  He  directed  attention  to  the 
method  suggested  in  Sutton's  "  Volumetric  Analysis  " — viz., 
the  reduction  of  the  arsenate  by  hydriodic  acid,  and  subse- 
quent determination  either  of  free  iodine  liberated  or  the 
arsenious  compound  obtained.  He  explained  an  experiment 
which  he  had  made  by  putting  together  sodium  arsenate 
and  neutral  barium-chloride  solution.  No  immediate  effect 
is  produced  on  mixing,  but  after  a  few  minutes  a  beautiful 
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pearly  crystalline  precipitate  makes  its  appearance  and 
settles  out  well.  If  this  is  found  to  be  of  a  constant  compo- 
sition and  easily  washed,  it  might  serve  as  a  gravimetric 
process.  The  clear  liquor,  he  pointed  out,  on  the  addition  of 
ammonium  hydroxide  invariably  causes  a  further  precipitate. 
The  second  part  of  Mr.  Alcock's  paper  comprised  notes  on 

Drugs  and  their  Preparations. 

Calumba-root. — Under  this  head  attention  was  directed  to 
two  samples  of  a  root  which  seems  to  be  just  now  a  common 
adulterant  of  calumba-root.  It  contains  a  much  greater 
amount  of  ash  than  is  present  in  the  official  root,  and  by 
that  means  Mr.  Alcock  suggested  it  could  be  easily  dis- 
covered in  the  powdered  samples. 

Gentian. — When  testing  for  starch  in  powdered  gentian, 
a  root — probably  scammony-root — was  found  to  the  extent 
of  10  per  cent,  in  a  5-ton  batch.  Perhaps  some  such 
adulterant  as  this  might  be  the  cause  of  the  occasional 
presence  of  starch  in  gentian.  In  the  same  batch  there  was 
also  about  1  per  cent,  of  Acorns  Calamus  rhizome. 

Extract  of  Gentian. — This,  together  with  two  extracts  of 
chamomile  and  liquorice,  not  being  obtainable  from  the  com- 
mercial drugs  in  the  proportion  usually  stated  in  the  books, 
investigation  showed  that  in  two  cases  the  liquorice  and  the 
gentian  had  not  been  sold  as  B.P.  powders,  but  were  intended 
for  horse-powders,  which  indicated  that  the  retailer  or  the 
experimentalist  when  purchasing  should  state  that  he  wants 
the  B.P.  powders. 

Powdered  G '■uaiacum.—'Mx.  Alcock  affirmed  that  in  the 
preparations  of  the  B.P.  powdered  guaiacum  should  not  find 
a  place.  It  would  be  best  to  purchase  the  crude  drug,  pick 
out  the  best  pieces,  and  grind  them  as  required.  A 
sample  shown  was  found  to  contain  as  much  as  17  per  cent, 
of  debris,  chiefly  woody  fibre,  which  would  have  to  be  taken 
into  account  if  the  powder  was  used,  say,  for  a  tincture. 
In  powdered  guaiacum  no  standard  is  fixed  for  the  amount 
of  dibris.  A  favourable  sample  was  considered  to  be  8  to 
10  per  cent.  The  ash  of  all  the  samples  examined  was 
normal. 

Extractum  Hyoscyami. — Six  well-formed  cubical  crystals 
had  been  sent  to  the  author  which  weighed  together  042 gr., 
the  largest  being  about  01,  and  the  smallest  0  05  gr.  It 
had  been  suggested  that  possibly  they  were  hyoscyamine  ;  if 
they  were,  and  one  got 'into  a  pill,  the  effects  might  be 
disastrous  to  the  patient." 

Powdered  Ergot.  —This  is  very  liable  to  become  damp. 
One  sample  contained  55  per  cent,  of  moisture,  and  the  ash 
amounted  to  11  1  per  cent.  It  was  therefore  unwise  to 
keep  this  article  in  powder.  In  the  whole  state  the  moisture 
was  found  to  be  11  55  per  cent.,  and  the  ash  3  3  per  cent. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  John  Barclay  said,  with  regard  to  the  preservation 
of  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  he  did  not  think  the  addition  of 
preservatives  could  at  present  be  allowed,  unless  the  prac- 
titioner knew  what  he  was  prescribing  or  official  sanction 
had  been  given  to  it.  He  favoured  the  use  of  a  strong 
liquor,  and  dilution  as  required,  and  suggested  that  a  good 
method  of  keeping  the  syrup  is  to  enclose  the  bottle  in  a 
layer  of  syrup.  He  did  not  find  any  difficulty  in  preparing 
exsiccated  sulphate  of  iron,  if  prepared  on  the  water-bath 
and  with  patience,  especially  if  the  operator  begins  with  a 
coarse  powder.  With  regard  to  nux  vomica,  he  preferred  to 
remove  the  oil  from  the  seeds  by  a  suitable  solvent,  and  then 
subsequent  treatment  in  the  assay  of  the  tincture  was  not 
necessary.  He  suggested  that  the  presence  of  starch  in 
gentian,  seeing  it  was  not  far  removed  from  gentian  sugar, 
might  be  due  to  the  condition  of  the  root  when  collected. 
With  reference  to  the  presence  of  crystals  in  the  extract, 
hyoscyami,  fortunately  it  could  not  be  an  alkaloid.  This, 
together  with  m  my  of  Mr.  Alcock's  other  "  chips,"  suggested 
the  greater  need  for  standardisation. 

Mr.  Lowther  stated  that  some  years  ago  he  saw  it  men- 
tioned that  sulphuric  acid  acting  on  phenacetin  gives  a 
distinctive  colour-reaction,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was 
stated  what  resulted  by  subsequent  addition  of  the  ammonia 
hydroxide. 

The  Suggested  Standard  for  Tr.  Gentians  Co. 

This  was  the  title  of  the  third  note,  by  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Perry. 
The   standard    suggested  for  tr.    gentianaj  co.,  said  Mr. 


Perry,  is  a  total  solid  residue  of  5  to  5'5  per  cent.,  and  a 
sp.  gr.  ranging  from  0  964  to  0  970.  A  gallon  ;batch  of  the 
tincture  made  in  the  author's  laboratory,  not  being  of  the 
sp.  gr.  nor  yielding  the  amount  of  solid  residue  suggested  by 
other  workers,  two  separate  pints  of  the  tincture  were 
prepared,  using  in  one  the  English  cut  orange-peel,  and  in 
the  other  the  "  cort.  aurant.  exot."  The  results  were  practi- 
cally identical — total  solid  residues  of  446  per  cent,  and 
4  47  per  cent.,  and  sp.  gr.  of  0  9615  and  0  962  respectively 
being  obtained.  It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  make  the 
tincture  of  5  per  cent,  or  5  5  per  cent.,  or  even  a  higher 
percentage  of  total  solid  content,  if  a  similar  method  to  that 
adopted  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  preparation  of  the 
alkaloidal  liquid  extracts  were  followed  in  the  making  of 
this  and  other  tinctures  for  which  a  standard  of  total  solid 
residue  is  proposed.  The  ingredients  would  thus  be  first 
macerated  in  a  portion  of  the  menstruum,  the  total  solid 
residue  determined  in  the  product,  and  the  latter  diluted 
with  menstruum,  so  that  the  finished  tincture  should  yield 
the  exact  amount  of  total  solid  residue  required.  And  if 
standards  for  these  tinctures  find  a  place  in  the  next  Phar- 
macopoeia probably  some  such  method  will  be  adopted.  As 
the  directions  stand  at  present  it  would  seem  that  a  total 
solid  residue  of  about  4'5  per  cent,  and  a  sp.  gr.  of  about  0  962 
more  correctly  represents  what  is  obtainable  in  making  this 
tincture  in  pharmacopceial  quantities,  and  without  any  modi- 
fication of  the  pharmacopceial  process. 

Mr.  Alcock  remarked  that  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  the 
principle  he  had  previously  suggested — viz.,  to  make  all 
compound  tinctures  by  adding  a  simple  tincture  in  a  proper 
proportion.  He  felt  sure  that  a  better  preparation  would  be 
obtained,  although  he  was  quite  aware  that  it  would  entail 
additional  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  Poole  did  not  favour  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr. 
Alcock.  He  thought  that  when  a  prescription  with  several 
compound  tinctures  was  ordered  the  trouble  of  calculation 
would  not  make  the  principle  acceptable. 


Xtverpool  Chemists'  Hssoctattcm. 


THE  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Hotel  St.  George  on 
Thursday  evening,  March  12.  About  one  hundred 
members  and  friends  sat  down  under  the  Presidency  of  Mr. 
R.  C.  Cowley.  Among  those  present  were  Professor  Boyce,  Dr. 
Permewan,  Dr.  Murray  Cairns, 


Dr.  Symes,  Dr.  Nevins,  Messrs. 
Edward  Evans,  jun.,  Edward 
Davies,  P.C.S.,  W.  P.  Evans, 
J.  H.  E.  Evans,  Prosper  H. 
Marsden,  F.C.S.,  J.  N.  Evans, 
G.  R.  Tharratt,  A.  S.  Buck, 
John  Bain,  W.  Stockdale,  R. 
MacAlley,  J.  McCaig,  and  T.  H. 
Wardleworth. 

After  the  loyal  toasts  had 
been  honoured,  Professor  Boyce 
proposed  "The  Continued  Pros- 


perity of  the  Liverpool  Chemists'         Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley. 
Association."  He  said  he  might 

be  reckoned  as  one  of  the  craft,  as  his  work  is  becoming 
more  closely  connected  with  pharmacy  day  by  day.  He 
referred  especially  to  the  proposed  University  of  Liver- 
pool, and  said  it  might  do  a  great  deal  more  for  phar- 
macy than  is  being  done  at  present.  He  thought  it  a  pity 
that  the  newest  developments  and  discoveries  in  connection 
with  pharmacy  and  in  connection  with  medicine  emanate 
from  abroad.  This  condition  of  things  would  have  to  be 
changed,  and  Liverpool  is  now  to  offer  an  opportunity  for 
improvement  by  increased  facilities  for  students,  and  in  con- 
nection with  bio-chemistry  he  looked  for  considerable 
developments.  He  also  looked  forward  to  the  establishment 
of  a  school  of  serum-therapeutics,  and  to  the  time  when  they 
would  be  able  to  further  the  interests  of  pharmacy  and 
develop  the  teaching  of  that  profession  under  the  roof  of  the 
new  University.  As  to  the  question  of  profit  resulting  from 
the  higher  teaching  of  the  pharmacist,  it  was ,  borne  in  up'  >n 
him  more  than  ever  that  in  all  knowledge  there  is  profit,  and 
the  better  a  man  is  taught  the  more  that  man  is  capable  of 
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gaming  wealth  and  renown.  He  certainly  looked  forward 
with  pleasure  to  the  establishment  of 

An  Institute  of  Pharmacy 
in  Liverpool  which  would  be  worthy  of  the  University  and  of 
the  Municipality.  A  man's  success  in  life  is  not  to  be  secured 
by  the  obtaining  of  a  degree  for  a  licence.  In  order  to  attain 
success  it  means  something  more  than  examinations.  A  man 
must  be  constantly  applying  himself  to  all  sides  of  his  own 
particular  calling.  He  had  been  astonished  to  find,  in  con- 
nection with  the  examination  of  the  pharmacist,  that  the  can- 
didate had  to  pay  101.  lOi,-.,  which  he  thought  was  radically 
wrong,  and  this  sum  ought  to  be  reduced  considerably,  as  it 
was  illogical  and  a  tax  upon  education. 

The  President,  in  responding  for  the  Association,  said  he 
quite  agreed  with  the  Professor  that  the  man  who  is  best 
educated  is  the  man  to  succeed.  Nevertheless,  he  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  Association  would  realise  that 
it  is  not  only  a  scientific  body,  and  would  take  up  trade- 
matters  more  thoroughly.  A  body  of  chemists  is  wanted 
who  are  well  trained  both  in  scientific  and  trade  matters, 
and  this,  he  thought,  they  were  going  to  have. 

Mr.  K.  Stockdale  proposed 

"The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 

and  amongst  his  points  were  that  the  Minor  fee  should 
include  membership  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and 
that  it  was  a  great  mistake  of  the  Society  ceasing 
to  conduct  the  Preliminary  examination  themselves.  In  a 
few  years  there  would,  he  thought,  be  no  chemists  if 
apprentices  could  not  be  secured  at  a  better  rate  than  they 
were  at  present.  Dr.  Symes,  in  reply,  said  the  first  charter 
the  present  King  signed  was  the  supplementary  charter  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  had  been  again  and  again 
stated  that  the  Society  do  not  represent  all  the  trade. 
One  of  the  ideas  he  had  advocated  for  years  was  that  a  man 
on  passing  his  Minor  examination  should  pay  a  registration- 
fee  that  would  cover  membership  of  the  Society.  If  that 
suggestion  had  been  adopted  the  Society  to-day  would 
represent  the  whole  craft,  and  it  would  now  be  possible  to 
get  much  better  parliamentary  support  for  their  legislative 
efforts.  As  to  the  examination-fees,  he  explained  that  the 
Society  expend  large  sums  of  money  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  those  who  had  passed  the  examinations— viz., 
600?.  to  700L  a  year.  Those  who  know  anything  of  the 
administration  of  laws  are  aware  that  in  the  working  of  the 
poor-rate  14s.  goes  to  the  officials  and  only  6s.  to  the  poor. 
He  thought  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  better  than 
that.  Dr.  Symes  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  and  the  report  of  the  Poisons  Committee.  While  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  had,  perhaps,  not  been  successful  in 
introducing  Bills  which  gave  chemists  all  they  wanted,  they 
had  again  and  again  been  successful  in  stopping  Bills  which 
aimed  at  the  destruction  of  what  privileges  the  chemist 
possesses.  He  hoped  the  same  would  be  done  with  the 
Government's  Poison  Bill.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  A.  S.  Buck  proposed 

"  Medicine  and  Pharmacy." 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  reviewed  the  improvement 
which  has  taken  place  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  during 
the  past  twenty  or  thirty  years.  Dr.  Permewan,  in  respond- 
ing for  "  Medicine,"  said  that  he  believed  in  the  expert,  what- 
ever profession  or  calling  he  might  be  in,  therefore  it  had 
been  his  practice  not  to  dispense,  and  he  thought  it  is  an 
increasing  practice  for  the  medical  man  to  prescribe  and  for 
the  pharmacist  to  dispense.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
chemist  is  alone  in  his  grievances  with  regard  to  qualifica- 
tions. It  appeared  to  him,  as  a  medical  man,  that  the  only 
advantage  in  this  country  of  being  a  qualified  [member  of 
the  medical  profession  is  that  in  cases  of  any  trouble  the 
unqualified  practitioner  goes  scot  free,  but  the  qualified 
man  is  penalised. 

Mr.  Marsden,  replying  on  behalf  of  "  Pharmacy,"  said  he 
did  not  feel  quite  easy  in  his  mind  after  the  things  which 
had  been  said  on  the  matters  of  fees  and  examinations, 
as  he  happens  to  be  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners.  The  one  great  thing  which  struck  him  at 
the  examinations  was  the  small  amount  of  training  which 
many  of  the  candidates  had  obviously  received.  He  spoke 
in  approval  of  Mr.  Hills's  minority  report,  and  trusted  that 


no.  law  which  allowed  poisons  to  be  given  out  by  all  and 
sundry  would  ever  be  placed  upon  the  statute-roll.  He 
touched  lightly  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and  expressed  appre- 
ciation of  Professor  Boyce's  remarks  regarding  what  the  new 
University  of  Liverpool  is  to  do  for  pharmacy,  but  reminded 
him  of  the  University  College's  School  of  Pharmacy,  of 
which  Mr.  Last,  who  has  lately  been  much  in  the  public  eye, 
was  the  first  student. 

Mr.  J.  Hocken  proposed  "  The  City  and  Trade  of  Liver- 
pool," and,  in  the  course  of  his  reply  to  this  toast,  Mr.  Edward 
Evans,  jun.,  referred  to  pharmacy  legislation,  saying  that 
the  Parliament  of  this  country  is  not  accustomed  to  favour 
class  legislation  of  any  kind  which  has  not  for  its  main 
object  the  protection  of  the  public.  He  counselled  phar- 
macists to  keep  this  in  mind,  and  especially  not  to  forget 
that  the  surest  way  to  success  in  the  calling  is  to  exert 
one's  individual  powers  rather  than  to  look  to  Parliament  for 
help. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Wardleworth  proposed  "  The  Guests,"  for  whom 
the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  Dr.  Murray 
Cairns  replied. 

A  feature  of  the  evening  was  an  excellent  musical  enter- 
tainment, to  which  Messrs.  J.  J.  Croll,  Henry  Smith,  Jack 
Gough,  John  Bain,  and  E.  Thompson  contributed.  The  last- 
named  sang  a  humorous  song,  entitled  "  Everybody's  awfully 
good  to  me,"  which  included  the  following  amongst  other 
topical  verses  : — ■ 

I  once  attended  lectures  given  by  Cowley,  Ph.C, 
With  the  hopes  that  some  day  possibly  a  chemist  I  might  be ;. 
So  I  really  worked  most  fearfully  hard,  and  thought  my  brain 
would  burst, 

And  went  up  for  the  exam,  and  failed,  and  then — well,  I  cursed. 

But  everybody's  awfully  good  to  me,  don't  you  know ; 
My  friends  all  gave  me  hopes  and  sympathy,  don't  you 
know. 

Mr.  Cowley  said,  "  Oh,  don't  you  worry,  just  wait  a  year  or 
two ; 

Don't  think  of  beerbands  and  petticoats,  and  there  may 

still  be  hope  for  you ; 
Suppose  you  try  and  do  some  work  instead — you'll  possibly 
pull  through." 
Oh,  everybody's  awfully  good  to  me. 

To  get  into  hot  water  is  a  very  easy  thing, 

And  a  burst  hot-water  bottle  may  cause  a  lasting  sting ; 

But  if  with  pluck  courageous  you  go  in  for  an  appeal. 

Your  friends  will  rally  round  you,  and  the  trouble  quickly  heal. 

Everybody's  awfully  good  to  me,  don't  you  know  ; 
.  I'm  just  about  as  spoilt  as  I  can  be,  don't  you  know. 
For  to  find  one's  fellow-creatures  all  with  sympathy  aglow, 
It  makes  a  fellow  feel  he's  going  to  win  the  case,  you  know. 
So  if  Last  has  luck  and  wins  the  appeal,  he'll  then  sit  up 
and  crow — 
"  Oh,  everybody's  awfully  good  to  me." 


Society  of  (Tbemlcal  3nou9ti^. 

London  Section. 


A MEETING  of  this  Section  was  held  on  March  16  at 
Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  Mr.  W.  F.  Eeid  in  the 
chair.    The  papers  and  discussion  were  on 

The  Standardisation  of  Analytical  Methods. 

The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Richmond,  who  argued 
that  as  the  sum  of  several  intellects  is  better  than  the  mean 
intellect,  and  that  no  one  intellect  could  be  equal  to  the  sum 
of  several,  would  it  not  be  well  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
experts  to  investigate  the  errors  in  analytical  work  and  their 
causes,  and  reduce  the  findings  to  constants  so  as  to  ensure 
uniform  results  ?  Instead,  for  instance,  of  prescribing  the 
shape  or  size  of  the  beaker,  weight  of  material  to  take,  and 
number  of  c.c.  of  water  to  add,  he  would  like  to  see  the 
effect  of  exposure  of  the  surface  of  a  liquid  investigated,  and 
a  law  deduced  that  every  analyst  could  follow.  In  the 
estimation  of  fatty  acids  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to 
ensure  constant  results  by  laying  down  the  amount  of  heat 
to  use  and  how  applied  to  the  retort,  instead  of  which  the 
better  way  would  have  been  to  study  the  law  of  condensa- 
tion and  put  forward  the  constants. 
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Mr.  A.  R.  Ling  followed  with  a  paper  on  the  subject  of 
standardisation  applied  to  brewing-materials.  At  present 
the  method  of  obtaining  the  constants  of  malt,  for  instance, 
admits  of  startlingly  varied  results  with  different  workers. 

The  discussion  revealed  that  chemists  have  different  ideas 
as  to  what  is  meant  by  standardisation.  It  might  be  advis- 
able, Mr.  Chapman  said,  in  an  analysis  upon  which  a 
criminal  charge  depended  to  lay  down  rigid  conditions, 
but  this  is  quite  unnecessary  in  other  cases  where  trained 
chemists  are  conducting  tests.  Mr.  Blunt  spoke  of  his 
recent  lance-breaking  campaign  with  the  American  advocates 
of  standardisation.  Mr.  Otto  Hehner  said  standardisation 
is  impracticable  in  most  cases,  and,  besides,  it  is  not 
desirable  to  boil  down  chemical  analysis  so  that  it  could  be 
carried  in  the  waistcoat-pocket.  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon, 
Mr.  Grant  Hooper,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Dr.  Thorne  also  had 
.something  to  say  on  the  matter. 


British  pharmaceutical  Conference, 


RESEARCH=LIST. 

THE  following  subjects  are  suggested  for  investigation,  and 
the  Executive  Committee  hopes  that  members  of  the 
B.P.C.  will  undertake  to  work  at  one  or  more  of  these 
questions.  New  subjects  have  been  added  to  the  list  to 
replace  those  worked  out. 

The  Hon.  Secretaries  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  special  fund  has  been  raised  to  defray  expenses  con- 
nected with  research-work.  The  Executive  Committee  will 
be  glad  to  receive  applications  from  members  for  grants 
from  the  Research  Fund. 

PLANT- ANALYSIS. 

(1)  Arnica. — What  is  the  active  principle,  and  what  are  the 
relative  proportions  of  it  in  the  root  and  flower  ? 

(2)  Bayberries. — An  examination  of  the  bitter  principle  of 
the  pericarps  of  bayberries  is  required. 

(3)  Cascara  Sagrada.— What  is  the  nature  of  the  various 
resins  contained  in  the  bark  ?  The  cascara-sagrada  bark  of  com- 
merce apparently  consists  of  two  species,  B.  Purshiana  and 
R.  californica,  the  latter  having  a  much  paler  fracture.  It  is 
desirable  to  ascertain  how  far  these  differ  in  activity,  percentage 
of  active  principles,  yield  of  extract,  &c.  (See  Year-book  of 
Pharmacy,  1893,  page  131,  and  Y.B.P.,  1899,  page  134.) 

(4)  Castor  Oil. — A  research  having  for  its  object  the  isolation 
of  a^purgative  principle  is  required.  (See  Year-booh  of  Pharmacy, 
1898,  page  184;  1898,  page  163;  1901,  page  125.  See  Pharm. 
Journal,  [4],  5,  page  84,  and  P.J.,  [4],  11,  page  152.) 

(5)  Chamomile.— Research  upon  the  bitter  principle  of  Anthemis 
nobilis.  (See  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  Chimique  de  Paris,  [2],  41, 
page  483.) 

(6)  Cimicifuga  Racemosa  (Actcsq  racmnosa).— Further  infor- 
mation is  needed  6n  The  chemical  nature  "of  the  constituent  or 
constituents  to  which  the  rhizome  of  the  plant  owes  its  activity. 
(See  Y.B.P.,  1885,  page  149.) 

(7)  Damiana  is  reported  to  contain  a  bitter  substance,  resins, 
and  volatile  oil.  The  liquid  extract  of  the  leaves  now  being 
extensively  used,  a  thorough  systematic  examination  of  this 
drug  is  desirable. 

(8)  Determinations  of  the  total  quantity  of  alkaloids  in  certain 
plants,  such  as  belladonna,  at  different  stages  of  growth  would 
be  useful. 

(9)  Euphorbia  Pilulifera.— Required,  a  report  upon  the 
chemistry  of  this  drug. 

(10)  Fucus  Vesiculosus— The  medicinal  virtues  have  been 
attributed  solely  to  the  presence  of  iodine  and  bromine.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  it  may  contain  some  organic  constituent  of 
importance.    A  complete  chemical  investigation  is  required. 

(11)  Mezereon-bark.— What  is  the  chemical  nature  of  the 
acrid  principle  of  this  bark  ? 

(12)  Papaver  Rhcsas. — An  examination  of  the  red  colouring- 
matter  of  the  petals  is  required. 

(13)  Simarouba-bark—  A  comparison  of  the  constituents  of 
this  drug  with  those  of  quassia-wood  is  desirable. 

(14)  Strophanthus.— Information  is  desirable  on  the  best 
methods  of  separating  the  different  active  principles  obtained 
from  strophanthus-seeds :  (1)  Y.B.P.,  1898,  page  54  and 
page  162;  (2)  Y.B.P.,  1899,  page  59  ;  (3)  Y.B.P.,  1901,  page  167 ; 
(4)  P.J.,  [4],  6,  page  385;  (5)  P. J.,  [4],  6,  page  506. 

(15)  Taraxacum.— To  what  constituents  are  the  cholagogue 
and  diuretic  properties  due?  To  what  extent  do  they  vary  in 
-roots  when  collected  at  different  seasons  of  the  year  ? 


(16)  Veratrine.— Should  a  pure  veratrine  be  included  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  rather  than  a  mixture  of  alkaloids  now 
official  ?    If  so,  suggest  a  process  for  its  purification. 

(17)  Proximate  Analyses  of  following  drugs  are  required : 

Cereus  grandiflorus,  Citrullus  colocynthis,  Cassia  fistula,  and 
Serenoa  serrulata  (saw  palmetto). 

CHEMISTRY. 

(18)  Adeps. — A  satisfactory  test  for  the  presence  of  cotton  oil 
is  needed.    A  good  test  for  lard  oil  is  required. 

(19)  Apomorphine.— Do  solutions  of  this  alkaloid  retain  their 
potency  after  colouration  has  taken  place  ? 

(20)  Cotton  Wools.— How  far  do  commercial  samples  corre- 
spond to  the  tests  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  ? 

(21)  Ferri  Arsenas.— The  official  test  supplies  only;the  means 
of  determining  the  amount  of  ferrous  iron  present.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  a  method  for  the  determination  of  the  arsenic  con- 
tent should  be  ordered.    (See  Pharm.  Journal  [4],  7,  page  530.) 

(22)  Glycerin.— Required,  a  good  method  for  estimating  this 
substance,  applicable  if  possible  to  pharmaceutical  preparations. 

(23)  Ipecacuanha. — Experiments  upon  the  method  or  methods 
for  the  separation  of  the  alkaloids  are  needed. 

(24)  Sodium  Arsenate. — A  better  method  of  assay  than  that 
now  official  would  be  welcome. 

(25)  Tannins. — The  various  methods  employed  for  the  estima- 
tion of  tannin  in  astringent  drugs  and  preparations  give  very  dis- 
crepant results.  Required,  a  thorough  research  into  the  compara- 
tive reBult  of  these  processes. 

MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  PHARMACY. 

(26)  Botanical  Sources  of  the  following  require  investigation : 
The  varieties  of  asafetida  and  galbanum,  the  gum  resin  opoponax, 
the  so-called  Syrian  tragacanth,  the  large  liquorice-root  im- 
ported from  Bussorah  (probably  Glycyrrhiza  echinata),  and  the 
varieties  of  copaibas  of  commerce. 

(27)  Cannabis  Indica. — Preparations  of  uniform  strength  of 
this  drug  are  a  desideratum.  Experiments  are  required  as  to  the 
best  method  of  preparation  and  solvent.  Experiments  are  also 
needed  to  determine  the  difference  in  yield  of  resin,  cannabin,  and 
cannabinol  between  the  guaza  of  Bombay  and  the  ganjah  of 
Calcutta. 

(28)  Compressed  Drugs  and  Coated  Pills. — Required,  a 
report  on  the  strength  and  quality  of  the  compressed  drugs  and 
coated  pills  of  commerce. 

(29)  Effect  of  Cultivation,  Soil,  Climate,  and  Time  of 
Collection  on  Medicinal  Plants. — Compare  the  proportions 
of  active  constituents  of  indigenous  plants  grown  in  different 
districts,  and  the  effect  upon  these  constituents  of  time  of 
collection. 

(30)  Ergot. — The  determination  of  the  proportion  of  active 
principles  extracted  from  ergot  by  the  official  processes  for  the 
various  preparations. 

(31)  Extractum  Taraxaci  Liquidum. — The  sp.  gr.  and  pro- 
portion of  solid  residue  appear  to  vary  much  in  commercial 
specimens.    To  what  is  this  variation  due  ? 

(32)  Galenicals. — The  action  upon  these  of  light  and  ordinary 
exposure  in  a  pharmacy. 

(33)  Hamamelin. — Should  this  be  prepared  from  leaves  or  the 
bark  ?  Experiments  on  the  relative  efficacy  of  powdered  extractives, 
from  the  two  parts  of  the  plant  are  desirable. 

(34)  Jaborandi. — The  leaves  as  imported  are  much  mixed  with 
stalks.  Should  the  leaves  be  completely  separated  from  the 
stalks  for  the  making  of  official  preparations?  What  is  the 
alkaloidal  strength  of  old  leaves,  young  leaves,  and  stalks  ? 

(35)  Liquor  Senn;e  Concentratus. — In  this  preparation  the 
senna  is  exhausted  by  repercolation  ;  in  the  liquor  for  preparing 
syrupus  sennae,  B.P.,  a  process  of  double  maceration  is  employed. 
Which  is  the  better  method  ? 

(36)  Liquorice. — An  examination  of  commercial  samples  of 
"  block  juice  "  and  "  stick  liquorice  "  with  reference  to  their  purity 
and  glycyrrhizin-content  would  be  of  value. 

(37)  Olive  Oil. — It  has  been  suggested  that  for  some  galenical 
preparations  purified  cotton-seed  oil,  arachis  oil,  or  sesame  oil 
might  be  substituted  for  olive  oil.  A  series  of  plasters,  liniments, 
ointments,  &c,  should  be  prepared  with  each  of  these  oils,  and 
the  resulting  products  compared. 

(38)  Oxydase. — The  action  of  this  and  other  ferments  in 
inducing  change  in  galenical  preparations  such  as  liquid  ex- 
tracts, &e. 

(39)  Pepsin. — A  good  method  of  assay — peptonising,  and  not 
merely  determining  the  dissolving-power  of  pepsin — suitable  for 
inclusion  in  P.B.,  is  wanted.  (See  Allen,  Pharm.  Journal  [4], 
5,  561 ;  see  Metli's  test  in  Schafer's  "  Physiology.") 

(40)  Powdered  Drugs. — The  determination  of  the  limits  within 
which  adulteration  of  powdered  drugs  can  be  determined  under 
the  microscope. 

(41)  Suppositories. — A  compilation  or  determination  of  the 
sp.  gr.  of  the  medicaments  more  commonly  prescribed  in  supposi- 
tories in  order  that  correct  allowance  may  be  made  for  the  volume 
of  the  same, 
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OBDON. — 30:  unqualified:  outdoors  ;  exrel  en1;  references  :  14  Tears' 
T  iinrtnu  evnerienoe :   riisp.ne'ae'ed.     "  Vtrnum,"    6  Gironde  Road, 


L  London  experience;  disengaged 
Fulharn,  S.W. 


ASSISTANT:  unqualified:  30:  tall;  abstainer:  eentlemanly  :  good 
all- round  experience;  good  reference.   "Presto,"  13  Ciosby  Road, 
Forest  Gate,  E. 

AS  Manager  or  Senior  Counterman  :  smait.  gentlemanly  appearance  ; 
nnqualified  :  married;  excellent  references.    "A.  K.  P.,'  27  Fern- 
hurst  Road,  Fulbani. 

LADY  ;  disengaged  in  one  mouth :  Blackpool  or  e ny  seaside  preferred  : 
good  all-round  experience;  unqualified.    Apply,  •'  S.  A."  (121/13), 
Office  of  this  Papnr. 

mANAGER  (London  or  suburbs),  outdoors,  in  good-cla*s  Pharmacv  ; 
wide  experience  ;  excellent  references.  Address,  '•  M.P.S.,"  70  H^ron 
Road,  Heine  Hill,  S  B. 

PERMANENCY  (outdoors)  required:  good  experience  and  references; 
Pliotoerai.il>    unqualified  ;  large  town  preferred.   -'L.,"  7  W.  Stock- 
well  Street,  Ook-'ie*ter. 


UNQUALIFIED:  24:  Dispenser  or  Assistant:  high-class  business 
in  L'>ndon  or  South  Coast ;  excellent  references.   " Phenol,"  8  Lena 
Gardens,  West  Kensington. 

^^APABLE  Assistant;  outdoors:  aged  34 ;  excellent  references;  12 
years.  London  Store  and  General  experience.   "Statim,"  104  Sunny- 


hill  Road.  Streatham,  S  W. 


1VI  ANAG!  R  or  Assistant  view  to  succession  :  some  capital ;  qualified  ; 
111  good  all- round  experience;  excellent  references;  country  preferred! 
117/31,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ASSISTANT  :  aged  26 :  married  ;  first-class  experience  in  Prescrib- 
ing and  Rxtracting  ;  unqualified:  txcellent  references.  ''Cinchona" 
(250/49),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

QUALIFIED  lady  Dispenser  requires  engagement:  Hospital,  DiV 
p-nsary.  Doctor  in  London ;  several  years'  experience.  Moore, 
lOGlyn  Mansions,  Kensington. 

ELDERLY  gentleman  seeks  engagement:  duties  light;  country. 
South  pr.  ferred  ;  smail  remuneration.    Williams,  Graspan,  Seamoor 
Road.  Westbourne,  Bournemouth. 


UNQUALIFIED;  aged  26:  9  years'  experience:  good  Counterman 
and  Dispenser  ;  highest  testimonials  ;  disengaged.  "  Fidelis,"  Towyn 
School  House,  Abergele,  North  Wales. 

ASSISTANT,  outdoes,  or   Manager;  38;  married,   no  family 
absiainer:  gentlemanly:  experienced;  photographer.  "Hes;el- 
deDe,"  212  F.  sse  Road  Noith,  Leicester. 

ASSISTANT:  quaified:  Scotch;  26;  10  years'  experience:  2  years' 
present   situation  ;   North  of    England  or  South  of  Scotland 
"Glucose"  (117/13),  Office  of  tUU  Paper. 

ASSISTANT  :  unqualified  ;  married  ;  14  years'  varied  experience  ; 
modera'e  salary:  4  years  present  situation;  abstainer;  outdoors. 
'Acetum,"  Forester's  Terrace,  Royst'in,  Herts. 

mANlGER,  Assistant,  or  Relief:  40:  thoroughly  experienced ;  Ex- 
tractor: satisfactorv  references;  disengaged;  Loudon  or  neigh- 
bourhood.  "  W.,"  182  Drakefell  Road,  Brockley. 

COMPETENT  Assistant:  Dispense  and  Counterman;  high-c'ass ; 
capable  of  taking  charge    outdoors  :  tall ;  aged  30  ;  disengaged. 
"J.  A.  D„"  Silcombe  Villa,  New  Brompton,  Kent. 


1U1ANAGER  or  Senior :  aged  18;  Hall  qualification ;  London  E.  or 
HI  S.E.  ;  single;  abstainer:  recently  disDOsed  business.  "Disengaged," 
107  Laburnum  Terrace,  Lodge  Lane,  Hyde,  Manchester. 


REGISTERED  Chemist,  middle-aged,  desires  position  as  Manager  in 
Mixed  Country  business,  in  market  town,  with  a  view  to  early 
Partnership  or  succession.   "  Agricola,"  (121/16,1,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ASSISTANT  (Foreign),  5  ft.  8  in.,  speaking  fluently  English,  French, 
German;  West-end  aud  inte rnational. experience ;  Counter,  Dispens 
ing;  splendid  references  ;  London  preferred.   115/25,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

AS  Manage- :  unregistered;  aged 32:  married:  reliab'e:  West-end  and 
best  Country  experience  ;  thorough  Dispenser  and  Prescriber :  Minor; 
Dentistry  and  Photographies.  '-Resorcin,"  12  Westbury  Villas,  Westbury 
Avenue,  Wood  Green,  N. 

IUIANAGER  seeks  re-engagement:  London  or  near:  40;  qualified; 
111  married ;  thorough  Photographic  experience ;  familiar  all  best 
Cameras ;  well  up  in  Sight-testing :  has  successfully  developed  several 
businesses.    Interview,  "  Oliemist,"  3  Duncan  Road,  Richmond. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist  requires  position  as  Assistant,  with 
view  to  succession,  in  a  high-class  Dispensing  business,  situated  in 
fashionable  sea-coast  or  inland  health-re-ort :  Partnership  in  good  concern 
entertained  ;  strictest  confidence.   Reply  to  121/38,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ANAGER  or  Assistant  ;  unqualified  :  20  years  London  and 
111  Country  ;  can  make  a  new  business  or  modernise  old  on  store  lines ; 
knowledge  of  low-st  markets,  window-dressing,  ticketing,  and  preparation 
(good  formli'se)  <f  cheapest  lines;  five  years  with  last  two  firms. 
"Manager,"  391  Ivydale  Koad,  Nunhead,  London. 


JART-TIME:  Dispensing,  Stock,  Bookkeeping;  London  or  near; 
good  refeiences.   Hours  and  salary,  117,36, .Office  of  tnis  Paper. 


ACCOUNTS,  Books  started,  kept,  or  audited  ;   Stocks  taken  ;  Proflt- 
and-Loss  Account,  and  Statement  of  Affairs  prepared ;  moderate 
fees.   "  B.  B.,"  37  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.G. 

WHOLESALE. 


w 


ETS  or  Drys ;  man,  vouug ;   experienced  9  years. 
214  Rushmore  Road,  Clapton, 


LW.  V.," 


ABORATORY  (position  wanted  m);  ULdertake  Manufacturing  and 
Analysis.    116/6,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


S  Traveller  ;  16  years  in  trade  ;  single :  would  go  on  commission  for 
i   a  start.   ••Alpha,"  21  Pitaeld  Street,  N. 


TRAVE  L.LER  experienced,  wishes  to  represent  good  house  in  Drugs, 
Suuaries,  or  Proprietaries.   119/33,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ADDITIONAL  Commission  wanted,  as  side  line,  by  Traveller  doing 
Loudon  and  suburbs.   47  Southbridge  Road,  Croydon. 

COUNTER-HAND  want*  Situati-n:    4  years'  good  Retail  and 
Wholesale  experience.   Address,  120/27,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ADVERTISER  (22),  4J  years'  good  Retail  experience,  wishes  to  enter 
the  Wholesale  traae.   -'B., '  7  Falconer's  Road,  Scarborough. 

GENTLEMAN  (29)  des'res  position  of  trust;  13  years'  first-clasi 
WholtSile  experience.   "  Chemist,"  18  Smithtield  Street,  Birmingham. 


WHOLESALE  situation  wanted,  London  :  12  years'  Retail ;  aged  27  ; 
good  references ;    unqualified.    R.    Perfect,  5    Fairfax  Street, 
Coventry. 


SITUATION  wanted  in  Wholesale,  by  Retail  Assistant;  12  years' 
varied  experience:  moderate  salary;  We-t  Rutin*  or  Manchester 
preferred;  disengaged  March  23th.   '•!'.  W."  (121/10j,  Office  of  this  Paper. 


TRAVELLER.  Doctors'  and  Chemists';  Scotland,  North  of  England, 
past  9  years' :  nearly  3  years  present  situation  ;  lrghest  references  ; 
security.   Address, "  Pentagram  "  (120  29  j,  OiHi.e  of  this  Paper. 

GENTLEMAN,  good  appearance  and  address,  10  yeirs'  highest-class 
West-end  Retail  experience,  requires  openiug  as  Reore-entative  to 
go  d-elass  Drug,  Sundries,  or  other  House.  '•  La.Vtno  "  (118/12),  Office  of 
this  Paper. 


GENTLEMAN  (32),  ta  1,  competent,  desires  engagement  with  good 
house  ;  tluent  speak-r,  demonstrator ;  has  Represented  first-class 
London  firm  of  Manufacturing  Chemists,  home  or  abroad.  118/20,  Office  of 
this  Paper. 

REPRESENTATIVE  or  Agent,  extensive  connection,  Doctors, 
Chemists,  Grocers,  Stores,  wants  good  Agency,  or  would  represent 
on  expenses  and  commission  basis.  '•  Energy,"  161  Corporation  Street, 
Birmingham. 

ADVERTISER,  with  20  years'  first-cla^s  experience,  energetic,  good 
appearauce  and  address,  will  shortly  be  open  to  an  en^ngtment  as 
Representative  for  a  good  firm;  excellent  credentials.  "  W."  (108/10), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 


VOUNG  Gentleman  (21),  tall,  gool  appearance,  desires  position  as 
I     Clerk  or  Traveller ;  2  years'  good  experience  witn  Wholesale  Drug- 
gist ;  Shorthand  and  Typewriting  ;  highest  relereucis.   "  W.  T."  (121/36), 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

TRAVELLER,  with  neirly  10  years'  particularly  good  connection 
amongst  Chemists,  mainly  in  the  6  Northern  Counties,  seefes  re- 
engasement  with  a  g  od  class  firm  ;  25  years  in  the  trade  :  thoroughly 
steady ;  teetotaller.   "  Yorkshire  "  (251/53),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


YOUNG  German  Doctor  in  Natural  Science,  especially  in  Chemistry, 
wanting  to  come  over  to  London  from  April  next,  with  a  view  to 
learn  English,  desires  suitable  occupation  in  Chemistry,  Physic,  Geology, 
eventually  in  the  house  where  he  would  take  his  board.  Plea  e  address, 
"L.  W.  1510,"  c/o  Rudolf  Mosse,  Leipzig,  Germany. 


ADVERTISER,  having  first  class  connection  with  Chemists  and 
Druggists,  Wholesale  and  Retail,  an  t  Manufacturing  Confectioners, 
in  North  of  England,  S'cotland,  and  Ireland,  is  open  for  en&aiement  as 
Representative,  or  would  be  willing  to  arrange  terms  for  Agency  or 
Agencies  with  first-class  Houses  desirous  of  opening  or  extending  connec- 
tion with  above :  highest  references :  security  if  necessary.  Address, 
"  Northern"  (117/1),  Office  of  this  Paper. 


3s.  6d.  for  50  words  or  less  ;  Gd./or  every  10  words  beyond. 

AGENCY.— Pharmaceutical  Chemist,  Dr.Phil.,  for  several  years  Agent 
of  first-class  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturers,  is  open 
to  represent  a  few  more  leading  Foreign  Manufacturers  ;  could  keep  StocH 
if  desired.    Please  address, "  Dr.  J.,"  Pcstamt  42,  Berlin. 
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HChe  Assistants'  Page  of  Mews. 


THIS   WEEK'S  "C.  &  D."   IN  BRIEF. 


The  King  has  passed  the  Poisons  Committee's  report  (p.  475). 

A  Solution  op  Salts  is  offered  for  analysis  this  week  (p.  460). 

Mb.  E.  T.  Brewis's  weight-burette  is  figured  and  described  on 
p  472. 

Some  hints  as  to  trade  in  horticultural  chemicals  will  be  found 
on  p.  475. 

A  Photograph  of  the  Royal  George  soda-water  bottle  is  re- 
produced on  p.  483. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  shows  that  camphorated  oil  does  not  deteriorate 
on  keeping  (p.  461). 

The  constitution  of  cotarnine  has  been  settled  by  the  new 
spectrum  method  (p.  468). 

The  New  Reseabch-list  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference is  printed  on  p.  494. 

Two  rather  serious  explosions  are  reported.  In  one  a  chemist 
and  his  son  were  blinded  (p.  461). 

Mr.  Clatiidgb  Druce  has  completed  a  memoir  of  George  Don, 
the  Forfarshire  botanist  (p.  464). 

Cod -liver  Oil  at  twenty  guineas  a  barrel  has  moved  artist  and 
poet  to  express  their  feelings  on  p.  472. 

"  Xrayser  "  makes  some  cogent  observations  on  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  473). 

LjEvo-Camphene  has  been  definitely  settled  by  the  London 
Essence  Company  to  be  a  constituent  of  oil  of  lemon  (p.  476). 

The  Napoleonic  pose  of  th<*  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  regards  poisons  is  hit  off  by  Mr.  Reynolds  on  p.  477. 

The  Creolin  Revenue  Cases  have  been  settled  bv  the  com- 
pany paying  a  penalty  on  behalf  of  all  the  chemists  implicated 
(p.  462). 

Oil  of  H  ;>ps  was  the  most  interesting  subject  at  the  Chemical 
Society  this  week.  Mr.  Chapman  has  determined  what  is  in  it 
(p.  468). 

"Ingram's  No.  1,474  "  and  " London "  enemas  are  the  subject 
of  an  important  legal  decision  in  the  "Victoria  Supreme  Court, 
which  we  report  on  p.  479. 

Interesting  and  practical  papers  on  balstm  of  copaiba,  British 
Pharmacopoeia  drugs  and  preparations,  and  tincture  of  gentian  are 
reported  from  Birmingham  (p.  491). 

The  early-closing  movement  is  progressing  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  Lord  Avebury's  Bill  having  been  distinctly  pushed  along 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  (pp.  473  and  483). 

The  Western  Chemists  discussed  the  Poisons  Committee's 
report  this  week,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  told  the  meeting  that 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  company  question  is  not  likely  to  pass 
(p.  471). 

The  "  private  meetings  "  convened  by  Mr.  Bremridge  at  Man- 
chester (p.  460)  and  by  Mr.  Hills  at  Dundee  (p.  464)  had  nothing 
to  do  wjth  insolvency  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  were 
devoted  to  the  questions  of  the  hour. 

The  Edinburgh  chemist's  assistant  who  was  accused  of  poison- 
ing a  lady  by  dispensing  strychnine  in  place  of  exilgin  has  been 
found  not  guilty.  Lord  McLaren  is  to  address  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  regarding  the  storage  of  poisons  (p.  461), 

A  Pharmacist  in  Leeds  has  been  summoned  by  the  Beard  of 
Inland  Revenue  for  selling  B  P.  preparations  unstamped  (p  479). 
In  a  list  of  medicines  he  gave  "name,"  "dose,"  "effect,"  and 
"  remedy  for."  We  protest  against  such  prosecutions  while  the 
appeal  is  subjudice  (p.  474). 

Mr.  E.  M.  Mellor,  an  assistant  to  Mr.  E.  Jones,  of  Hanley,  is 
easily  first  in  refutation  of  Poisons  Committee  evidence.  He  has 
drawn  support  from  the  gardener  i  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  the  Privy  Council,  as  well  as  from  coroners 
and  police  authorities  (p.  468j. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  an  exciting  feature  of  the  markets  this  week 
— it  is  rampant.  Other  articles  which  have  advanced  include 
German  potato- spirit,  Japanese  wax,  copper  sulphate,  shellac, 
lemongrass  oil,  and  veratria.  Acetic  acid  and  Japanese  ginger 
are  firmer ;  oxalic  acid,  castor  oil,  and  white  pepper  are  easier  ; 
and  peppermint  oil  is  lower  (p.  487). 


MAINLY  PERSONAL. 


Mr.  W.  R.  Hues,  chem'st  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Great 
Malvern,  has  taken  over  Mr.  Percy  J.  Ashfieid's  businesses  in 
Rhyl. 

The  annual  concert  promoted  by  the  members  of  the  Boots 
Athletic  Club  took  place  on  Match  12  in  the  Meadows  Hall, 
Nottingham. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stephenson,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  was 
in  India  for  fourteen  years,  has  acquired  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  John  Brown,  at  137  George  Street,  Edin- 
burgh, 

Thomas  E.  Dart,  the  assistant  to  the  Sussex  Drug  Company, 
Brighton,  who  was  charged  with  stealing  perfumery  from  the 
company,  has  been  sentenced  to  six  weeks'  imprisonment  in  the 
second  division. 

Mr.  Frederick  Davis,  principal  of  the  Imperial  College  of 
Pharmacy,  besides  being  a  successful  pharmaceutical  coach,  is  a 
singer  of  no  mean  ability.  We  observe  that  he  is  announced  as 
the  vocalist  at  a  recital  to  be  given  at  St.  Sepulchre's,  E.C.,  on 
March  23,  at  1.10  p.m. 

The  utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed  at  the  Horns  Assembly 
Rooms,  Kennington  Park,  S.E.,  on  the  evening  of  March  12,  when 
the  first  smoking-concert  of  the  Inter- Pharmacy  Football  League 
took  place.  Professor  H.  C.  Greenish  presented  the  challenge 
cup  and  medals  to  the  Square  Football  Club. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dunfermline, 
has  taken  his  son,  Mr.  John  Gilmour,  chemist  and  druggist,  into 
partnership.  Mr.  John  Gilmour  attended  the  school  at  Blooms- 
bury  Square.  The  new  firm  will  trade  as  David  Gilmour  &  Son, 
.and  they  have  acquired  the  business  at  56  High  Street,  Dunferm- 
line, lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Ker,  chemist  and  druggist. 

'The  Approach  of  the  April  Examinations  is  a  reminder  to 
those  who  have  not  qualified  that  now  is  a  good  time  to  begin 
their  studies,  and  they  will  find  advertisements  of  the  following 
schools  in  this  issue  :  — 

Westminster,  Trinity  Square,  Borough,  S.E. 

Metropolitan,  160  and  162  Kennington  Park  Road,  S.E, 

Royal,  21  West  Richmond  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Liverpool,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper  Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 

Central,  2  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C. 

Leeds,  Springfield  Place,  Leeds. 

South  London,  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E. 

West  of  Scotland,  157  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


COLLEGE  NOTES. 


Imperial  College  of  Chemistry. — On  March  16  the  students 
of  this  College  presented  their  principal,  Mr.  Frederick  Davis, 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  his  birthday,  with  a  gold 
signet  ring.  The  presentation  was  made,  after  the  afternoon 
lecture,  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Day,  and  Messrs.  Nichols  and  Evans  subse- 
quently spoke.    Mr.  Frederick  Davis  suitably  responded. 

Sheffield  College  of  Pharmacy. — On  March  13  the  students 
of  this  College,  accompanied  by  the  principal,  Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner, 
visited  Major  W.  G.  Blake's  conservatories  and  grounds  at 
Mylnhurst,  Ecclesall.  Among  the  flowers  seen  were  the 
flamingo  flower  (Anthurium  Scherzerianum),  N.O.  Aroidem, 
peach,  nectarine,  azalea,  acacia,  clerodendron  {Verbenacece), 
genista,  Cyclamen  persicum,  cineraria,  a  fine  show  of  orchids, 
odontoglossum,  dendrobium,  epidendrum,  &c.  Outdoors  were 
Aubrietia  deltoidea  (Cruciferce^,  Andromeda  floribunda  {Eri- 
cacece),  and  Primus  lusitanicus.  A  selection  of  rare  flowers 
was  presented  to  the  students  for  home-study. 

West  of  Scotland  College  of  Pharmacy.— On  March  14 
the  first  of  the  botanical  rambles  of  the  year  in-  connection  with 
this  College  took  place  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  Prin- 
cipal (Mr.  T.  S.  Barrie,  F.C.S.),  the  venue  being  Carmyle  and 
Kenmuir  Hill.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  students,  and  a 
great  number  of  specimens  were  collected.  Plants  in  flower  were 
few,  and  comprised  Ranunculus  Ficaria,  Tussilago  Farfara, 
Corylus  Avellana,  Ulmus  campestris,  Colchicum  sp.  (naturalised 
escape),  but  roots,  rhizomes,  bulbs,  &c,  were  found  in  great 
variety. 


